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"The [xT&opu CTION. 


| r, Continin @ ſhort ſhort Account of the na- 
of Chriſ iſtian Aſſemblies for Publick. 


a. A r vw of the Deſegre 
2 "this following Treatiſe. 3. | 


 feſomablenef of ſuch a Diſcourſe. 
LY Y EEIGION is thegreateſt 


Concernment of Mankind, 
both with reſpet to this life 
and thenext and the Wors 

of God is the moſt excellent part | 
CE þ = as having GOD, the moſt 
F exolen Being, for its immediate Ob- 
| + This 1s t T MO. and SG 


eſſential g mga gre infinite PerfeGti- 
ons, and fing Eternal Hallelujah's' to 
Him. When we come to Heaven, we 'F 
ſhall hive no uorbly PAions Ja@d Ap- 
petites.to govern 3 and tho our Squls 
ſhall be transformed into a pure Flame } 
of Divine Love, yet there will bexno 
place forthe laboribrs oO 
rity, in pitying and relieving one ano- .| 
ther3 #0, all the-Inmabirans"fhail ! 
be perfectly happy in the enjoyment 
of the fi etfc A Good Iv! 
Indeed in | this World Temperan 
atid Charity are GE" tg * 
but As tas are ats'of” S, 
is, a5 they flow from” a'g1 
"God,and veneration for hi 
is the fole Obje&t of tl ; and 
be ſober, and to be Svbly- -UPOT 
ſome meaner Conſiderations, » wit! 
any refpe& 'to God, as the laſt hf 
all, is to ſerve our felves'or out Friettds, 
- or t6 followthe'*inclinations of our na- 
= bur is not properly” the Seryice! or 
G 
' Whatſoever we do out of 4 juſt4 nſe 
of God, is in fome reſpefts an ator | | | 
wy = © 


wankivs- force it-is to ——_ the Dei- 
ty, which may as effecually be done by 
@Qions,as by words ; verbal praiſes are 
of no value with God, are meer lip-la- 
our and formal complements, when 
. Shey are alone, and-produce no anſwe- 
_. able effeds in-gur hives. This is what 
the Apoltle calls, 2 form of Goalineſs, 
_ without the power. of it. Religion 1s no- 
thing elſe but ſach.a vital ſenſe of God, 
as excites in,us devout atfetions, and 
diſcovers itſelf in a divine and heaven- 
by Converſation, 
. But yet 'that- which we more ſtrictly 
eall Worſhip,: is the moſt viſible = 
ſolemn' expreſſion of our Honour for 
God, ing we lift up our. hearts, .and 
- Out eyes and, hands to God in Prayers, 
Pr: _Hes, and Thankſgivings : >. and when 
at 45:1 incere and hearty, has a powerful 
anf ——_ upon;the government of ouy 
Lives: For what ſincere Worlhipper 
c n be ſo void'of all fear of God, -as to 
break his Laws, and contemn his Ay- 
thority,. and. deſpiſe his Judgements ? 
and therefore that vain and hypocriti- 
cal ſemblance: of Religion, wherewith 
{ome bad Men deceive themſelves, and 
. MHanterGod, is called the forms of Godlie 
| _ without the Jour. it being only, an 
'2  £F® 
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J, 


* Mr. _— 
e's right © 

he's rig Aſ- 

_ ſemblies. 


wards | it: he exhorts thoſeto whom he- 


devout i»: pious Men..”* E | 
And as the Workhi of God: is hh 2 
moſt excellent part of Religion; which : 
has the moſt univerſal and moſt power- 
ful influence upon out Lives * So 
lick Worſhip is the moſt excelſentWor- 
ſhip, as you ſhall hear more hereafter. 
deed the right and-power of holding 
Publick Aſſemblies for Worſhip, is the 
fundamental rightof' chalurahs W 
on all Church-Authority depe 
has been well obſerved and prov 
a * Learned Man of our -obaogy TH 
Power of the Keys ſignifies no more, 
than Authority to ke in, and tg ſhut 
out of the Church ; the firſt is done 


by Baptiſm , the ſecond /by Church- 
_ Cenfares, the higheſt'of whictyl is Ex- 
communication, which debarreth Men 


from all parts of Chriſtian Communi- 
on. 


And- therefore the Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, makes forlaking 


Chriſtian: Aſkmbhlies, either ro be'an 


Apoſtacy from Chriſtianity, as it was in 
thoſe Shy or-at- leaſt a fair ſtep to- 


writ, 


RE I OEMS TEENS EET TE RIO, 2 
, Ka a Polk bee teh OIL IO IE IY 
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mace; oa faſt  droft G01 of they Hed, 10.9.23s 
Faith without maeing x that is,to con» 
tinue firm and ſtedfa( in the profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, and in. order to. this, 
_ gives them this Caution, Not for for rſaking 
the aſſembling of thewſelyes together,as the 
warner of ſome #s, but exhorting-one an- 
| other, and ſo much the more as you ſee the 
Y day approaching. Which at leaſt ſuppo 
ſes, that to- forſake the Afemblics "of 
Chriſtians, does greatly diſpoſe Men to 
a _ 7 ay" as appears from the 
| ng verſes, wherein he urges the 
pron loa of Apoſtacy, which had 
nothing to his purpoſe, had'not 
ſeparation at leaſt been the beginning _  .. 
of it : But if we fin wilfully after that we Vol. 16,7. 
hevdreceined ths knowledg of the Trulb, **** 
there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, 
but a:certain fearful looking for of Venge- 
ance, and fiery Indignatipn, which ſhall 
devour the Adverſary. He that deſpiſed 
Moſes's Law, . died without mercy under 
 #wo or three Witneſſes; of how much ſorer 
. Puniſhment ſhall he be thought warthy, that 
' ' trawpleth under foot the Sox of God, and 
FS hath counted the Blood o f the Covenant, 
Y mherewith be was  ſandijied,: ar upboly | 
3 thing, E qnd bath done Mi unto the'S. ph- 
; ris das race £ | 
_y The 


i Cor. I. I2, 


find of them in he Writings © 


"Rome, peeling them to Peace, Uni- 


poltles, (and 1 may'add of the Gieagk: 
ing Ages) from the report of the moſt 
Primitive'and Apoſtolical Fathers,'will 
find, that none but- Apoſtates. from 
Chriſtiani ity (by Apoſtates, not mean- 
ing thoſe who wholly: renounced the 
Name and Profeſſion, but thoſe who 
renounced the cg f Chriſtian Do- 
&rine-)- aQually ſeparated from the 
Communion of the ;hurch. 
There were Schiſins and Diviſions in 
the Church of Corinth, which S. Pax | 
reproves them for z but wedo not find 


that they actually ſeparatedinto diſtin& 


Communions, but contende 
themſelves about the'pr 


veral Apoltles , which of- thank "oely | 7 
greateſt '; Every oxe of you ſaith, Tam of 


Paul, nn T of Apollo, ard I of Cephas 
(or Peter) and I of Chriſt. And this 
ſeems to be the Caſe in the ſecond. : 
Schiſm.of (orinth, in 'the time of Cle- | 


mens Romanw, who writ a Letter to 


them in- the name- of 'the Church 'of Þ} - 


ty, an _ ; 


B | £ | ; pq 


by #1 fd Fae. 7 ant 

/ "8: Wag are ee zot carnal 8 © EE - 

here were allo Schiſtms from the 

PIs as Wwe Tarn from St. Pan's 
Timethy ; For of this fort are 2 Tim, 3.6, 


542d into Hoſes, ( who kept 7' 
nd C Jandeſtine Meetings ) and 

Td captive ſilly Women, laden with Sins, 

3 #4, pq with divers Luits ;. ever legrn- 

| ing, but never able to m7; to the know- 

| Hh p; #7 0 pe Try | "Now 4 as Fannes aud 

' | / 1b; | [7 Y d Moſes, ſoo theſe alſo 

- that is, they oppoſed 

them(\ tex: the Apoſtles of 

Chriſt, We were the only Teachers of 

. true Religi on 3 and were that to 

Chriſtian rch, which Moſes was 

the Jews.” Which plainly ſignifies 

at they ſet themſelves up againſt the 

oft ng gathered Churches jn 0 Pr | 

afition to them. 

.,Of ſuch Separatiſts St. John F peaks, 

whom he calls Antichriſts; they went out 1 John 2. 13, 
-J70W 9, Ls Gr-el were not of # a; f ay 29. | 
"VS + - 


£1 
x 


Cs + 


ot, he 3 it might | gre X 
they were nf 4 of 48... e Apo-. 
ſtle expreſ]y affirms, that they went out 
from > cw that is, forſook the Chriſti- 
an Aſſemblies ; by which he' proves, 
that they were not of ms they 
did not beJong to the ſame Body and 
Society, but had entertained fuch Do- - 
darines, as were defiryvg be the co 


ſtian Faith, for cher 
not have ſeparated from the he heian 


OO 7 
Now this ly far that 
Chriſtian Commynior is ſo indiſpenſſ- | 


ble a Duty, that no Man. can caufleſly | 
ſeparate from the Chriſtian Church, 
without at leaſt brinj ing his Chriſtia- E 
nity into queſtion ; tha can ' | 
reaſooably tempt Men toa Separatic 7 8 
but their renouncing ſome great Article 
_ of the Chriſtian Faith, nor can any 
thing juſjify a Separation, but fuch Cor- 
ruptions, as deſtroy the Faith once de- . 
divered to the Saints 3 for otherwiſe 
there had-bin na force in the Apoſtle 
frgamers to prove that they were cor- 
rupt Mm the Faith from their Separ; ti- 


ot of us < 't hid betn of 
my - fr ces a 
s {1 o hiſt » (wDe. Owen earneſtly comendg 
| fignifics no more than Diviſions and 
I 87 R mong the 
the fame Church: without the bieach 
of Church-Communion, and therefore 


watiſts are nqt properly | 
l know not hes be ' gains" by 


&* 


yet 
7s from che Trath 
of Chriſtian ' ne, ' were in thoſe 2D 
days 4 its and if the Apofile' - 
ent [holds good, a fiofull id 
cauſleſs Separation can never be ownd 
= without ſome degree of Apoſtacy 
3  1tistono great purpoſe to:diſpu 
' the fignification of words, whit i mis 
difference between things is plain and \- 
notorious. But yet there ſeems to be 
a manifeſt difference in Scripture be- 
eween Schiſin and Herefie : the firſt be- 
ing commonly applied to fignifie thofe " 
Diviſions which were among Chriſtians | 
-in the fame Communion 3 the ſecond, 
| if not always, yet chiefly  apphed to 
# | ©: and Separation from the Wo : . 


Hereticks, or A 


FY 


% 


Adts 24. 14- 
& 28. 22» 
& 2.4. 5+ 
& 5.19. 
& IF. $* 


Adts 21. 20, 
21,22323324- 


by Glen Intere 
And in; 5 Age 
theſt ſo 
which, did not break. 
EY 


x Cor.11.18, 
I'9., 
Gal. Fo 20+ 


ty Bit ch pay ay ſort of 
m_ fies, which always ended-inSepa- 
 ration-3; forſuch-Men - werealways ei- 
ther caſt out ofthe Chureh; 'or:ſepa- 
rated themſelves; Such are thoſe which . 
StPeter calls Damnable Hereſies, whom 2 P*r.x. 
he-compares with. the fallen Anpels.an 
the :old World; -which -was « yed 
. witha Deluge of Water 3: and:Sodow 
and Gomorrah, whom he calls preſump- 
Fuons, ffs willed, and that are not afraid 
to ſpeak evil- of Dignities ;- that is, who 
wilfully and obſtinately oppoſe the 
| Apoſtles of Chriſt,who wine rkaded 
with his Authority, anſwerable to'the 
: Sin of thoſe tn the Jewiſh Church,who v. 16: 
3 Rt themſtlves up againſt eAdofes and 
JS cAzror, and-reproached the Rulers of Exod. 22; 28; 
T3 the People; andiit is exprelly called, 
—_— - ng preſumptuou TE _— 210t 0 bearken to AQs 23. 4,5. 
reejr, to min before Deurt.17. 12. 
Y - ohe Lo And therefore and are : 
s | faid, to have. forſaken: the right way, and. Per. 3. I5- 
3 re gone afiray. "And whoever compares 
this Chapter with 'St. Jade's Epiſtle, 
will find'that St:Peter and S.Fzde ſpeak 
of the ſame Men, for their 'Charadters 
do exactly. agree;; and of them." Jude 
- rells us, zheſe be they who: ſeparate them- an Jad dirs 
_ Jenfueh king: zot the Spirit, And 


= 


V. 4» $3 6a 


thus | 


nion of the Frarch, biie ck, oro He. 
rericks, the ſevera Sclts of Groſtcks, of 
whom Irenexs and give us a 
large and particular account; and. for 
pry gn che the name Her which pro- 
perly a8c or Separation,came 
to be applied to-corrupt and Heretical 
which in thoſe days were the 
only tauſe of Separations. 

And we 'may find. ſome remains of 
this ancient —_ —o__ uſe of theſe 
words in after- though Schiſm 
ſe was uſed i in __—_ RG 
to fignify Separation from 
Cotmnaion, and Hereſy toſignify falſe 

+ Dotdtrine; yet Gomrntine: from . the 
Chriſtian Church, though it were only 
_ ocafioned upon a Ditpy e about Diſci- 
pline, without any othe | 
ters of Faith, was called Hereſy 3 \ Thus - 
St. Cypria 


uT remember calls the 'Schiſin 
of Novatianus | Hzreticam Pravitatem] 
Heretical Impiety; and in anſwer tothar 
queſtion of Antonianwe, Quam Hzrelin 
f {NeoationrYineauntiy; What He | 
reſy Novatianus was the Author of £ he }F 
 - alledges nothing but the breach of the 
Peace and Unity of the a '" 
JA, 


& 


lays, Tha opght net w- 
riouſly to 
* - feaches, who is out of the 
' Church; for: whatever | he 


be, he is no Chriſtian,whois 


wot in the Church of Chriit.. 


| Andthus Feliciſſiams and his adheren 


Scjas nos in loco, nec 


Fong cum foris OCcAt , 


kgs eg __ 
fiſtianus noo eſt, 

'in (Chriſti Ecclefia non eſt, 

Ops: 44' Anton, Epiſt.5% 


enquire, what- he. 


F- , 


ills 


ts 


are called Heretica Fa#io, an Heretical Cyp. £z: 39] 
FaQtion 3; though the Schiſm was _ 


_ fioned only-by a Diſpute of Diſei 
concerning the reſtoring the Lap leo to 


the Peace and Communion of: the 


Church; - So-that; in St. C 


s time 


Separation' fromthe Church, without 
any other Error in the Fundamentals 
 / offaith, wis called Hereſp. 

8 Ani changs Hem Gil mads 
FF quen y corrupt Doctrine. yeta 
indey errorinDo@rine was not thought 
acompleat formal Hereſy, without fuch 
Wilfainek and Obſtinacy as ended in 


7F Separation. And therefore. St. Auſtin 


deſcribes Hereticks to be 
thoſe, who bold: ſome falſe 


and corrupt DoGrines, and 


when they are reproved, in 


order to reduce them to truth. 
and ſobriety of Judgment, do 


J | {o 4 obſtimately x reſift, and refuſe 


W 


| Fo correct their © mads and 


Qui ergo in Eccleſia Chrifii 
motbidum aliquid pravumqz 


fapiunr, fi correpti ut ſanym 


re@unique fſapiant , refiftunt 


, contumaciter, ſuaque peſtiſera 


& mortifera dogmata .emen- 
dare nolunt, fed defenſate pet- 
ſtunt; -Hzrerici fiunt, &fo- 
ras exeuntes, babentur in_ex- 
ercentibus inimicis, &c. Aup+ 
ae Cry; Des, J16. 18. Cap. 5 


dams. 


nor ſo obſtinaily perſiſt in the d 
vate Opinion! in © 
(Ears Chaarh, as th break the Commit 


in the fame Commdninitueiich ntrory M 
as by: : St" Pauly there-were | © | 
E- * rs + more heinous nature, which 
E - none:intthoſedays were'guilty of, but | 
E thoſe who renounced the purity of the } 
Chriſtian Dodtrine; ifſach Separations | 
Were Lana condemned'in the Primi- 
Rs as gore ny earn 
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go when the whole 
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df? 2 Fes caririot "be 
ed. wil rlaking | riſtian 'A{- 
ies 3 Inc In-tiimnes 0 Perſecution 
miive Chriſtians met very pri- 
Wor 1n Gcalt hiimbers, or in'the night, 
very eatly i the morning, to avoid. 
e dif overy « of their Perſecutors, and 
ach private and' clandeſtine Meet- 
"were not reatly Converitictes, but 
publick 


Kianity, poy.r TALE. 
ch. 7.p. 171. what met 1 in 


Chak, ſhall do thoſe | 
only fo the Church, withai 
, ad the : 


Worſhip which | is perf, med in Pul 

lick Churches, or,1 of necell ty,in 
other places, by theallowance and ap=+ 
pointment of he Publick Authority of 


ration. for indeed nothing: cari make 


awful, but what makes | it 


3 - 


of Chriſtians 3, and _— ate! 
S;,1.. Thoſe who forſa 
Aſcmblies -out;-of. prop 1 


want ofa due ſenſe of any Religio 
, FaRtempr of die 2. Thoſe? ar 


:: they #4 they 
| 2b well at-home in 
hoſe 


ight we from any Hort of ny Duty 3 
bas cn 
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niby alls.of dren and 9x £0019 | 
Men-to' rerurt 10the/ CommunionZof 2: 

— Jow-effeQual indeed fach Þ} 
Exhonaionn Ns Ma ybe Wleds a time we Þ} 


ſalon, a as Upori the Grace of ty and 
the good:temper of the Ground'where 
the Seed falls, as our Saviour tells.us in 


the Parable of the Sower, Matth. 13. 
However;-in caſe of neceffity, a _ 
muſt be done:when and asitmay 5 
Think there never was greater necef- 
AER for this Exhortation than'i in' out 
ay, 5415; 
But that which 1 Strona: makes 
ſore Men think1 16: ſo- -unſeaſonable /at 
I this time-to:perſivade.Men to return'to 
E - the Communion of the Gn ug 
—— Jand,; 1s;beeaufe th Þ 
hope to'pull down theC 
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lid, or Vat _ open Door a 
little wider, to); & pen 19h tho are * 
nowexcluded by-ſameſcruples of Con- 
ſcience, about {ſome-:mndt tent) Rites 
nd Ceremonies uſed 1n' our Wotſhip. 
[ir. Asfor the firſt of thele,'I wiſh with 
all:rip Soul; that fil ſeaſonable Exhor: 
tdtions' _ theſe may! prove; very/unſeas 
omble for their: Deſigns, [that oh OY 
brifg' Men - their \Wits, and make 
ar npa a pnn- 
EY '£O a w_ own 
pln heyy pe World. ie may be 
very unſeaſonabloindeed Yor them,bur 
it would be a very unſcaſonable\ 26d 
_ drſpicable;piece af Folly ahd-Modeſty 
for Allirhofe who favour $507,-taiſtand 
ſkrlt and ſay nothing, while they atcom+ 
plifty: thelp. Deſigns , and: ' bring/ their 
wioked Devices:to pak. >; | 1; 

; .'oastor the ſecond: *refT RE only os 
J firerto:ſ{ceithe. Church, Doors a-little | 
J 8 wider; to feceivemore honeſt andde- 

n vout Mem into.our Communi n,:Ecan- 

not ithagine why they ſhould conceive. 
feb Ext ortations unſcaſonablerat-this 

T me}; for;-are | they afratd: that +fach. 
1 iſcour => ſhould ſo far fatisfy'd Men - 
3 in our Communion,” that: there ſhould 
© by Tio need of any: 7 om Truly 

- 3 | 
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ws We: Node: ſtay £-it:50 
90.exorlleneBeaſon, than:y Dr, Stllingh 
ino-Man. ever wit betecr: forthe neſs of Sega 


CG hurok, nor: ver hineed mori. afOffe ration 


Dr, Stillingfl, 
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1 18 for Publick Authority.o-xtlax the , 

LY [Eerms of Cammuriiau,/to.give cafe to 

IF Jotweclantiting) and ſcrupulous Conſct- 

. ders 3/6abi whale: dla ifurer Glckcfapgr 

| dork che Had Sib 

Or.AM WI Oo art _ 

1 - cdoing:ſome indifferent. things/inthem- 2 

; {ves conſidered 3 with wearing/or.not 3 
wearing a. Surplice, or uſing .or not 

.uſingithe Croſsin.Baptiſi : 

Ou ak AE a 

| for r doi x ng t:which 

forbid 3 ; and that we mult-do. nothin 
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Gher with 966" 
n,' fan neither; of theny: 'is 
Ein hag ke ang the -exters 


Ps 


thing.to- ralk” of: Camprehenſions = of AF 
. Conceſions #125958 QUE £1 ; 
And: while Aion have no ſenſe at Al 
of Schiſm: and 'Sep } 1 
but: Beep itas'innocent /a thing twſe } 
up Church-agamſt! Churoh, as/to' go + 
_  from'6n& Pa ſh-Church!ito.-another: 
41t'is ir evIoeur that 


3% 


y. will _y— :deſi re 


ty. nhodegs SS and. chm 
and therefore 


defirer0 ſee all ſober C] 1 
: + FIL%S 8 4 ta” "i. 1 ff TRORTTE £5 -- "It 


likely. to-unite-in _ 5 ting bit: hte 
Cries gl 'Poper & of Engle 


to NOS way Ends:; ;; and: have 
been very buſy to libel Church and 
Church-men , to ſay nothing now of | 
the” State : this hath put many wor- 
_ thy Sons of the Church ( who are im- 
patient to hear their Mother reviled 
and flandered) upon the defenſive 
part, to vindicate the Reformation of 
our Church from their rude :Calum- 
nies, and yet to expreſs their readineſs 
To. comply and unite upon ſach Terms, 
when ever Publick Authority ſhall ſee 
fit, as would not utterly deſtroy our 
Conſtitution. The firſt they have done 
beyond the poſlibility of a ſober Re- 
olya 3 and how ffjide6 their Charity is 
i attempting? the ſecond, the Diſſenters 


them. 


+ ff 
C? 
C2 


Stork 
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1 Ja "they pate not 
7 Dj fexapd Con- 


Hot. 
' or Religious Adorations. Thoſe in- 


_ deed who do notbelicye that there is 
> may in prudence conceal their. 


od! breding; hs atfront the 


univerſ; al 


l only: mak is ap IR fair 
= na Prorack .toithem. 


be falſes for the - 


& o 


Lo 


»** Oy oo 


Nataral bnelinaridriFaltcP 
> (avcorling eo" the © 


ny 


«-neceſlary:Spring of 

Mor ahd$Adtion,' when: 'meer- 
Reaſon in-this nperfe8t Stare, would 
not give us 'ſallicient t quickneſs and vi- 
Sour mp1 ts Cominands. Henee; 
I fay, cheſe Narural Tnclidations to Re- 
ot n; whicyaredo vie im all Man- 


firited wpor Mens Mindsz 
— ovaald/cbe no need-/of. fach 
Nithral Tnclmbtions, wiere there! no 
= magra Knowtedg-to dire&> and ' go- 
ethi theny;  n6-wiove than there would 
bo? otir Natural Pafſiong,r:of: Hope; 
here Narutal Objeto propont joned 
-o Na JFOPOTTI | 
ofack” Pafiivds.: And thereforeJuach 
Natoral -tnclhhadons plainly! prove, 
that-rthoſe' Notions: Mankind: always 
had'of the Being of God,.are jiot rhe 
Efe&ts of meer) Education; but of - Na- 
_ tare'+ for if: 6ne be Natural; both muſt 
beifos Natutal Tclinations;; which Are 
M themſelves no: better than a blind 
pet —>e=myir fone Oar Knows 


\ 
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2 For 


nk we | may as. well ſa) 
as there is es” 


clination into-our Mir Is,;to-that WRICN 

we have no: natural 1n ination. to.» It 
ys offible: ro excite ſome: Inclinations 
ich lay dormant in.ws; and his 
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I wo had tio eaſe of before; bind 


new Inclinations into; us, is to create: 


” * new” Powers and Faculties in our 


Souls.” 2 
And therefore” fince this faclnation 
to Religion is ſo: ſtrong and fo univer- 


ſal, it is evident, that it cannot reſult 
from' any Notions' and Opinions im- 


printed on'our Minds from without, 


nor does at all depend on them : for 
ſome Men can baffle their Reaſons, and 
think” they ate able to confute all the 
Arguments for the Being of a' God; 


wherthey'cannot filence and conquer 
their Inclinations to believe that there _ 


is a God;'and'that they ought to wor- 
Thip him's this the Atheiſt! feels, and 
endeavours-to laugh away as' a meer 
childiſh Superſtition; whereas were this 
Inclination' "owing to Opmion and Pre- 
judice, it' is impoſlible it ſhould be 
"more ſtrong and more laſting,than ſuch 
a Belief is. + 
:- The famof all is this, That if our 
Mob Atheiſts, who pretend ſuch 
 anxintimate knowledg'and familiar ac- 
intance- with Nature, - would be 
ſiwaded . ſeriouſly to ' conſider 
'the Powers of Nature, and- be bet- 
ter. og with the- Frame and 
D 3 'Con- 


_ # 
CN 


ot Giturion of heir own: "IM 


: Poor L. if hey-would-confider what is the nat _ | 
| " tural Language and: Interpretation: of © 


thoſe ſtrong  Impreſion of Rel 
wight, by the Blefiing -of 'God,' open 
their Eyes. to fee / and adoks that God; 
who made them, :and-cure [their Souls 
of that fatal arid-mortal Diſeaſe, . 


on Ny ufroneR Or 
would .not-ſo'inmpu opt-2 
laugh. God:and. Kelghotr-ous- .of the. 
World ; - that-they. would not make 
ſport with choſe Things which other 
Men account Sacred ie ene ans 
not prophane the Holy Scripta 
turning them into Rigicule, ar 
and 1mpious Burleſque. ;:;Fhis 
will be thought a very odd Propoſal to. 
theſe Men, who think. it #he only way 
to. juſtify. their, Atheiſn, -by makity | 
Religion. look. ridicylouly. 3 but yer 
had [-to- deal: with reaſonable Men, 
though.they were Atheiſts, Iwould nor 


deſpair: of -convincing them of We red 
tnnkional ofthis Ss” 


Fox | 


by affronting Mar-kind,. or - laug } _ 
it any thing which is peexipeg 


Or.C 
iſhed | by an Univerſal Confe 
houg hb the Belief of God were as 
Very-a' gay and.- Fancy as: the, Tales 
of; Faxies, | yet. there is 2 certain Reve- 
TENCE dye 40, Hymane Nature, at. Jeaſt 
Meg 3 and.fince all Man-kind, in 


_ World (exce pting ſome 
i ed thee) þ 


UD1KK 


ont, to: 2" nk Nature to 
.of God, though we 


x. Hobby. 


boon | 


ca >: 
1} J it vi} ; 5s \ 
| 4 o 
vernment : ; - Ii ; 
- * -: " © 


that theſe Men do not” oily” 
the Dreams "and 'Dotages of 
Men, but at-the united C Zdunſe . 
moſt | mature Reſolves -of all the 
World 5 which i is an / ru | 


neral Conſent of all y en A oe 
Viſdom of all the World; So if me 
rag him bat the ( Zommo 


So on & Ofack Men's recede from the 

Principles of their £ qrear Maſter, who. 
though” he had no great opinion w 
Religion in "it ſelf” yet thou 
ſomething conſiderable, when it Sa 
came the Law of the-Nation. ''Bu 


nelcber the Wildog nor Authority of 


awsy 


they. and 4 that work ſoon'teach thenr- 
r rs, than ever "Ty" will 
bart "inthe School of mp 


cures” ni Aviry denied bis Projikins: 
which was only: a 'more civil way. of 
turning him out of the World, though 
he ppetended'to worſhip him upon ac- 
. coynt of this infinite, beik idle and un- 
_ Perfe&ions. Socrates died a- 
rtyr | for Religion, and Plato and 
Anifete Grd tle ncknowledg a fa 
pream Being ; and the later Philoſo-_ 
4 phers, th h they differed about the 
ure of ( Is did not queſtion 

but there was one : fo that the Being 
ofa God is not the miſtake meerly of 
a few ignorant unphiloſophicat Heads, 
berriongk in'all Ages had ſuch Learned 
Patrons | 
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devs to live fappily in-this W FR 
_ (as x a 5c eo men 
nou re,.:W nn 

hercafter)- think this the beſt wa - 
happineſs, -ta-»forfeit the Love : ger 
Friendſhip of ;all Men who love;and 
worſhip. God;/or make any ſhew-of . i 
Religions which! are fa/much//the = 4 
greateſt numbers, (thay be, i wm ana” . N 
Conrravonce ven er ity y unp 

Fi know hw are. fone; ame 
the _—_ ard gg = 
very cunning. Men, ynietl17 
rn atog and breaking, a Jr. 
Jeſt upon Religion 3 but they ; ſhould 
ger fag; eng ts Sy 

e Mat 

whether t Ws no, look mp 
- the Being of God. as ſo waged car 
dent a Truth, that that Man- infallibly 
forfeits the xeputation of his Under- 
ſanding; - who ſets. up for Atheiſm. 
Atheiſts may make a Scene and Theatre 
for-themſelyes; atid admire -and; ap- 
Plaudgone another; but all-the reſt of 
thts World deſpiſe ov 25 pnrgrone 
16/19-10 argument of: any great : 3 
nadſudakeys to raile Objefions, and Y 
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icultics, whit 7a Man of very | 
may do,” but it is/'a greater 


\ 


It "to -anfwver- the 


= doi; when Men are {6 over-ſubtil, that 
they cannot: þ ems [theſe plain 4 
8 | convince all Man-kind, and are under-  .} 
b -- ſtood by eve Plow-man, ſuch" fab» + 
3s never admired, but deſpiſed; 
tid as for Wit, it is ſo” very-unide- 
cent to jeſt with .grave and- ſerious 
Marters, that thought have never ſo 
much Salt; it is nauſeous and offenſiv 
TRY to ſober Minds: no Man' admii 
Wit, who abuſes his Prince, his Fath 
or his Friend :  Prophane Wit is 
* | eaſieſt of all, as confiſting'in ſach'bold 
35 Allufions as any Man may make; who 
| | has neither Modeſty: nor Grace; and 
| thoſe Men, who have'no way to ſhew 
their Wit, but by abuſing 'their- Ma- ; 
ker, have ' nothing to boaſt of, but Þ} 
po very ſcum and putrefaQtion of . 
It.- TR : 1 
"I - Thirdly, Theſe Men-ſhould conſt ' 
ter what miſchief they may do'topa | 
| lick Societies, Ke 3 as, ligion 
0 of $ RIG 


he, who has it, ought..in:: 
ice and intereſt-to keep-to-hi 
An Athe can,never 


car « os 
al a Match, as to fight. with a. Man, 
hands are tied, when yur. ow! 
Sut.now if he. ſhould, by 
rning, proſelite awhi 
{m, Hell rt break 
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the"er clipion, which” is not 
+ tneefF-o live happily a few Years in 
7 this 'be happy for ever? 
| E 2 


"_ that. - 
ag beg” 


- Vines for Religious, 
; deed they. 


profeſs i it.; 3.0r at 
under a great ſuſp 


tobe NEE car have Po; ONS 


- Conſcience ;,-;for.+. thoſe. who. believe 
there is ho God, eannot belieye; them- 
ſelves accountable to,.any; but; them- 
Gem) in theſe ah xe ui Ho, con- 


b- he we Workip of G6d;. 
they-deny,, yet.it is a Cn 
_and;Refpe& ro:Men, m_ nan” and 
xeceived Opinjons,and to pub! ick Laws 
and: Conſtjtutions. 

And the, Advantages of this may be 
yery great;:for who knows how.God 


| _  may-work/npon. their: Minds ' at ſuch a 


Fane gs 
obſerving; the-/great and public 

 Pfeffions of, Deatog in Chriſhan AF 
_ lemblies, and begin to think, that this 
mult be ſomething more than a Dream 
and Fancy-2 Who knows. how: God 
may dire the Preacher, and put; t fuch 
words into' his Mouth; as -may — 
their Souls, and diſpel on, and 


ings, ard enable them to dil cover the 
Fruth,and Certainty,and Excellency. of 


C0 a Tobeſure this is neverlikely 
E 2 to 


von isa very 


s 8: : ts 


-1 think at Jeaſt ſach Men 
f /:modef /' as Hot to inter-= 
meddleiir the Diſputes' and Contro- 
verſie TRE 1.” Trisa falſome and 
to ſeethe Atheiſts and 
; tottirn: great Re- 
| to ſerupa mig 


£4 


s& E 


. may be. needful at - this Time,” 
ever Liberty of Coriſcience may: be fir 
t6 be'% inted; y et'what:have' theſe | 
Mer! to-do'to to rivckdles with-ie thoſe 
who think Religion meer Fable, and | 
God'+6''be an Utopian'Prinee, and | 
'Confſerctice a Man of 'Clduts ſer upfor | 
W "tb frig ghe- ſuch filly 


ligion:"! 02.1 
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| Girening the Proflical - Atbeifts 


* who moſes to believe that there is 


ay | God, but live as if there were 
none; . very: ſeldom think) of , him, 


"and ho. to wor ſhip him: Seve-' 


ierations to convince z them | 


ot 


QiEcondly : ; -Caroches, ſort of Men, 

who deſert Religious Aſſemblies: 
Se want of a due ſenſe of Religion, 
are; the, Praftical Atheiſts,' Men' who 
though they, profeſs to believe:; that: 
there ,is a God, yet. live as if. there 
were none, , very.ſeldom.think of. him,” 
and.take_ no. care.to. pleaſe, him, and 
make him their. Friend ; 3 and; though: 
 they-believe their: Souls ſhall. ſurvive 


their Bodies, and. be cither, very hap-, 
BYs. or very . miſerable. h 21 
, {6 wretched) cnentl, ſo brvri Hy. 


n for. 

make no;Proyiſion 
9  nadigee wet Faface the i Be: 
na 


*. 


Irreligion as great a contempt 


SS? nal Miſcries, or to obtain the Eternal 


* Rewards of {the next Life, 
And I have but two ways of deal- 
ing with theſe: Men, 'to-Convince, and: 
to Perſwadez to convincethem of the 
Evil, ns lr: ; olly of Irreli- 
| 2. OX. © K ick A Fe 
ok of kn ; and{to perfivade 
them to take- care of: ther Souls, and 
to prepare for an Eternal State. | . 
" the natural Method of pro- 
ceeding is,firſt toConvince,and then to 
Perfiwal e.: And therefore for the con-. 
viction of theſe Men, T ſhall repreſent 
- rr the Evil, Te and F Ko 
of t 


Firſt; 5 "The Evil ind Sinfulne6 of 
it. Now fuppoſin that there 15 a'God, 
as theſe Men profes to believe, every 
Man'muſt acknowledg it to be-4 moſt 
heinous and provoking Vit to negle&t 
or contemn his Worltip.” 

' 1: For Irreligion ksgreat, 'if nary 
greater affront to God,” and conten 
- Of hini/” than' Atheiſin' It "RIE. © "At 
carer CERN God, 1 


pro his Nature. The Atheiſt 
enies Gate there is fach a Beirig, whom 
we call God the Irrdigious' Man 
owns that there is fuch a Being, but 
will not own him for a God ; that is, 
_ iltnot worſhip prhim as God 3 for Re- 
ligious Worlhip isnothing elſe but a 
- publick- acknowled ment of ' God, of 
the Excellencies and Perfedtions of his 
Nature, of his Power and Providence 
in making and governing ng the World, 
and taking Cate of -all his Creatures ; 
and* to. refll>.h01wHHAhi God, -or to 
livEin an habitual neple of it; makes 


Sond eh 
Chap.. ls © 
w— 


#' met Titula" and Mock-God of him, | 


 and/arguesa very: mean-and contemp- 
_ fuels Opinion: of ' the Deity, as in- 
- chiding a denial of the Eſſential Per- 
fefions of his Nature, or of his Provi- 
dence and Government. 

The Pagan Superſtitions and Idola- 
tries 'were a [great reproach to' God, 
both as they gave that Worſhip, which 
is due only ta God, to Creatures, and 
to often to Evil'Spirits z and as-they 
worſhipped God by fuch ridiculous, ot | 
barbarous' and” inhumane Rites: and 

eremonies, as-made a diſhonourable 
'of- the Divine Nature 3 3 
but yet even their 1dolatrous Worſhip 
E 4 | was 


7 was owe ci ang of God's. 

ms rand Pr yidenge,, which is more... 
| Fae ; Who velyſs al 
worltp him all tank a ee. 


© Secondly.z. Ta Jeuy.or neglett the. 
Warkhip of God, ..15. the. higheſt injus: 
ſtice.z,$)18. to deny, God. what./is; "ths 
natural Right,what'is dye from.us, a = # 
what alone we a able to give, and 
what be requires of us. {...- - 

If-we conſider God, as the moſt [> 
cellent and perfe& Reipg, who has j-Y 
poſlible 1;Perfe&ions i1n;, himſelf, ;and 
from himſelfand ſo-hehas a right to. the 
moſt Excellent, Worſkip.; for. all. Pery 
_ by a natural: right, challenge. a 
ble eſteem /and./ reverence 
and. oh the: oigſt. abſolute and ſoveraign 
Perfetions, a Sovereign Worſhi p.. We 
cannot! ſee nor-.hear, of, an excellent 
Manbut it excites in us.a great Eſteem, 
Laye, or. Reyerence,. according; 
the. nature of the Thing, wherein he 
excels; iand prox wy Vs, inio 1) Yihat 
. penned" | ndations.. 


tos ADA natu-77 


: ſiblenot to akire-ohes whichcis Great, 
+  ngx.. to love. that-which is! Good, nor 
to-fear- and: reverence! that which/ 1s 
powerfal ;for-our Paſſions: are natu-+ 
ally determined to; their proper'Ob-- 
jeas, and. not. to diſcover:thoſe- Per-: 
ions;which are: notorious and; viſi-- 
ble, is a, reproach to our. Undexſtand-' 
ings; and;not to love, or fear; and ad- 
.,- mire them according to: their Natures, 
accounted dulneſs and ſtupidity, and: 
- 4 vicious 'defeR-in our Will and Paſh-: 
ons 5 which:is a-plain Argument, that- 
all Perfeions have. a natural right to- 
ſome -.propottionable Reſpeftsz and 
therefore the, Infinite Perfe&ions- of 
.God naturally, challenge the higheſt 
veneration, ſince there is ſuch a/ natural 
Relation between natural PerfeGtions, 
and the natural Paſſzons of our Minds: : 
.fIf we'confider. God as the fixſt Cauſe 
of all . Things, ſo -God has'-a natural 
right to. the Praiſe and Glory..of all 
his . Warks 3 and ; therefore! all the 
Works of : God are faid:to praiſthim; 
The Heavens dechave. the Glory of *God; 
4 Wn ihe Firmament ,ſheweth his handy: 


LOT E 1S ; 


work. 


all ; belongs ta-ſuch incommunicable ' © Ih | 
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m Ammon 
ae vaſt : andbennfl World, [what-cone 
| rfe&io ; are beſtowed on any Crea- 
tures, maſt be aſcribed to the great 
Maker of all Things. - It. is impoilible- 
to ſee any curious piece of 'Painting, 
without admiring and praiſing the skall 
of the Painter 3 and that: Manis very 


trivance, Beauty, yay ty, infinite 
Numbers, variety and perfettions” of 
its Inhabitants, and not adore and 
worſhip that God who made all this. 
The Order, Beauty, and Glory of 
Material Beings, are viſible Demoſt: 
tions of the Infinite Perfe& 
Inviſible Cauſe; indche molt proper 
and natural Work of reaſonable Crea- 
tures, is to diſcover the Perfe&tions of 
God, and of: his Works, *and'to wor- 
ſhip him-with the humbleſt" and de- 
vouteſt Adorations ; and if it be unjuft 
- to.defrand Men of the Glory of __ 
wiſe, and great, and ions 
is much greater injuſtice to/God, go 
is the fole. and independent Cauſe of | 
an Tg 6 : and yet not-'to - mp 


ou CSE End tos Eire. Rr ah 
Ee A ro reg ES On as Rh EE 


chat weour avis are God's Crommires. | 
10 OWE our Being tohim, that i” bins 
je live, move, and bave our being ; this AJ 
makes it a natural Debt, to praiſe and 4 
dore 'the God who made: us; as the 3 
Pſalmiit ſpeaks, To worſhip and fall Pra. gs. 6, 
down, ad "bs kneel before the | Lord our 

Maker. Kynow ye, that the ' Lord "be #4 Pal. 100. 3,4. 
God ; it is he that hath made #4, and not 

#600" [thts ; wears his People, ' ard 
the Sheep of his Paſture : Eter imo bis 

Gates with thanksgiving, and into bis 
Courts "with ' prajje,, 'be thankfir ants 

him, and bleſs” bis Name.” or fince 
| God made us, -he'has a natural Righe 

and. raw ead in us, and-may challenge 


d Obedience, as a juft 


X* cntailes our Natures. Thus 
GG des" A Son honoureth his Fa- Mal. 1. 6. 
ther, and a Seroant his Maſter : If there 

The « Fat er, where is ng: ononr £ and 

'T be a Maſter, where is my Fear 2 

| C aſ there is at leaſt as much natu- 
__ mal ce in paying all Homage 'and 
CG our Heavenly F ather 

batons Soren Lonk, as it is i es 
Wn r- Children to honour 
Parents, 'and 'Servants their Ma- 


ſters z 


fonna in- The Children and $ Serv nts, | 
judg how unſcemly. and unnatural ik | 
i to:refuſe to love, and honour, pag ; 
worſhip the -great Author of our..Ber 
V1 oh 4 Vineyard, - and eat- © 
* not of the Fruit there 5 Can any.. : 
thing. be more reaſonable, than. that. ! 
God d ſhould be worſhiped pk adored. | 
by. thoſe Creatures, .. whom his. own. : 
Hands have made and faſhioned 2... | 
- So that os all Accounts, :God: has | 
a-natural- Right to. our Homage,and, | 
Worſhip,; a nothing. can. excuſe. us. - : 
from, paying. this Debt, unleſs it 'ap- ] 
pear that we. are under . ſome natural, | 
Incapacity to.do. it: ; But indeed this ig 
a Debt which-we are. all able to. pay'; 
| for-God has-made' us reaſonable. Crea-: | 
tares,\ endowed us with Wiſdom and: 7 
Knowledg,..to diſcoyer' the Perfetions | 
of his Nature, and Works, ando un-. | 


derſtand QUT Obligations to. him; and j 57 


with . ſuch a Principle. of Will and. 
Choice, as can a&. freely, - and with 
fuch.. inward. paſſions ;of. Love and. 
Joy, Fear and; Dag wel 300 ©, 


) the i Qtrain of. of Devotion; A" 
Hi or us Eyes: to con te _— 
s beautiful [Frame of \Things,-and 


pe + for the Worſhip of God:to' be' a : 
_ curious and-diligent: ObſerverofGod! $ 
Works, and' to:ſpeak of his Glory; 3 
wh lays a'inew Obligation::on- us, —_ 
_ aridgives' God arnatural Title to:our .4 
orfhip.' 'This' was the Reaſbh, why W 
her! made: 5,7 -this; was the) Defign 2 
of: ;onr. Natures: and; the: —_ our. 
tion: 47 bei) 3; 6 
We live nowindach-a buf World; 
owe we find fo many: thinks to: do, ; 
' to-provide Foot and Raiment, and all | 
things neceflary; to this Mortal State 3 
or;/1t- may beþto/ſerve the: Ends of 
Ambition and Luft, that -weican find 
very little rimeito. worſhip! God'z: arid 
_ tlierefore/are apt to:think'that this Is 
ieleaſt thing we have to do: | But we 
$ fhould' conſider; /that: this is: not:the 
3 Otiginal- Work//and -Imployment/iof 
— Manekind; bur the: puniſhment of our 
Sin} and Apoſtacy from God-:: For let 
us{ſappoſe, that Man-kind had preſer- 
; oy their Innocence, and gs 4 
ara- 


when there was ry other: bodi 
ployment, but to look t6/the 
which-netther' required 'mixch labour, 
nor t6dk up much/time; but: was: dike 
thoſe innocent Diverfions, we now uſc 
torecreateand:unbend 6ue M 
now;k ſay, in fachaſtate as this; Subieh 
wasthe Original State-of Mankind,how 
could Menſpehd rheir-time, but in the 
wegn oe God's Works,” 
var Wikdomand 
the 
Maker els Things > -unleſs we can 
imagine, / that God gave Man ſuch/an 
attive and' buſy -Mind-to diflolve-in 
ſloth, which is uneaſy a: ſtate, tht 
Paradiſe i it ſelf could; tbe: no-happine 
upon theſe terms; * or chat Ga:d6- 
him for: an Atheiſtical PhiloGs- - 


thou doring the Wiſe Creator; In- 
deed it is not conceivable, that ſor vaſt 
and comprehenſive" a: |-Mindj: ſneh 
"ative and boundleſs Paſſions, as God 
hathendowed Man-kind withal;ſhould 


E gre eſt thing at nce; to. be 
'0Þ & Miniſter- of State3; ſuch 
as Comes: ſo near Infinity, as 
; was: certainly 
"than the- 


be the greatelt ond 
; ther ;the- Know- 


prog <cnar of Nutiey' wie? Ga 


the Praiſes and Thankſp vings | 


Thus you ſe that Religi 
ſbi ps thats _— 


ligned for. 


1t3 ; Andebbefides this, 'we:have frequens 
nd::exprets-'C _— 7t0' w 


- 


all 


hn. 
. 
Es. 0 


Mp4 

Juſtice 3 and if we 
>y-of our . Nantes, 
lntage to be made 

iO Brinot Gia 


x 
-41S 
wats 


He $5 


- 


__Theſcare al 
Wiſe Maker, 
Obligation on us: 
dent O lo HO 


ys 


d to attain. the hu of 
, and. to make” 
+ great and noble Ends 5 and. 
tly to beſtow yery-noble and. 
Natures on them 5 and there- 
-a mixture-of Juſtice 
dneſs in God's making/and go-+ 
hg the World, no wonder that 
ys a mixt Oblig: tion on us too of 
tice and Gratitude. - 
at there is another manifeſtation of. 
['s. Goodneſs in the Redemption of 
World by our' Lord: Jefiis Chriſt, . 
h is a Work of ſach pure-and un- 
it Grace and Goodneſs, that it is all 
oe neſs, and nothing but Goodneſs: 
xnt Creatures' way- challenge a 
aral Right in the Care, arid Pro- 
on, and Bounty of thejr Maker ; 
a Traitor, a Rebel againſt the Ma- 
-of Heayen, an Apoſtate Wretch, 
has abuſed the Bounty and Good- 
+ of /his Creator, can challenge no 
t to thoſe common Bleſſings which 
' God beſtows upon his Creatures;ſo that 
"ſhould cauſe the. Sun to ſhine; and 
Rain to fall on them; and there- 
F 3 fore 


ſonably 


| Is challenge it as a1 
zould' red agaTng: from pony, 


ous ,* Sefh Inc 
reſfion of his Love 
tion,” and' Death, "and 
bis. own Eternal, only 


| Underſ | nding 


tohs: of Te a 


x 


y # - . % 


T tib le. Des as Silver 
d,. bur with the precious-Blood- 
it, ,282:Lamb without blemiſh, and 
4ay ot. z. who gave; hicſelt. for 
redeem us from all Ini 


of Covenant ; ; itivan' 


to fave God, who'canſt riot 
eſo much time: from worldly Cares, 
s and: Pleaſure,” as tO . 
orſhip of God in the Af 
ns? Waſti 


won ſelf to ſerve 
and 


op "IF 


97. and ane.not.ho a. 


by d by. the Jame- | 
As many as: 
© rg nag 


inveterate- Pre 


which" cauld not ceafily; be reme 


% 


us have re 


F I Sew »7 & 
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© 
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? a Covenant to. which. I 


- a Runnagate, a Traitor, or 
who: deſerves to ſuffer the 


- 
$2 3 


t I ſhould chuſe rather 

tobe ungratefu], to be. 

od; to forfeit his Love. 

our, and to. incur his hotteſt - 
leaſure, thaiz acknowledg that I 


p- 


” owe all to him that I have, -and that [ 


all from him? | | 
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Grateraieg ods; Danger of I Irrek ; 


7 


the next, and the' folly of it_. with © a} 


W-- - "low | Ft to _ Hen \ ; 
= cat / totake Care of ow Souls, & batt: 
C Elondly' : Thatin6ly Sites" "Y 
I Danger of Trreligion, in” negle&t &- - 
mg or contemning” t 1c Worth Up" 
Goda : For thoſe 'who. will YC ls 2F 
_ wrought on by a. ſenſe of Taltice ice” or 4 
_ <m Gratitude, may. yer be governed” y 
=, © . the more brutiſh Principle of Fear. | 
==. | Now the Danger of this, reſpedts both E © 
W623 this World and the next: 
=. [oh oFhe Danger-of -Irreligion, with : 
SE: ' reſpe& to this World. Now, who- | 
. * * ever believes there is a God, who go-. } 
> - - " vyerns al! Humane Afﬀairs, in whom we | 
| pF live, ove, and have our Being, who |. 
= Sfes of our {&eral Fortunes and- Þ} - 
Conditions of Life,muſt needs appre- Þ- 
= ._  hend himfelfin great danger of being + 
WO: © miſerable here, Thile he neglects to Þ 
8 OG adore and FCVETCNCC © the ſoveraign and }. 
i "9 


% 
Cs OR 
2 Be . vu 


 Unacct untable-LLord of the World.. 
| -Wefind, throughout the Seri err, 
that. the Promiſe even of Temporal 
_ Bleſſingsand Deliverance,is inade only 
_  totthoſs; Who beg/it of God" by: their 
fervent and im ou ans Prayers. FRns 
_ Bthe courſe a Men in all Age 
- have taken, and ; et the bleſſed fi | 
7 of 1 its Call nyo me in the duy. Obi; 56. 152 
trouble, 1 will deliver thee; and thou. fhatt 
3 Sorry Mak For thow: : Lord; art. 200d, aud]  85.5,6,5: 
f © | feady to forgive 3. and plenteows in Mer- 
Y ty ano all thens that call upon thee. Gize © 
J tar, © Lord, witto my. Prayer, and. at- 
F tend-unto the. Voie of my Swpplitations, _ 
 bntheday of ty trouble 1 will call upon 
; thee, for thou wilt anſwer me. (He ſhall PLLgE. F * nf 
3 tall upon me; and:t will anſwer. bims 1 
* mill be with him ir: trowble, T will deliver RF 
to binrs 0d honour bim.- The Lot vd'is aigh Pl 145: in 
'  widto all them: that call wpon bit; to all "9, 59. 
| | 5 _ wupoy bim-in Truth, He will 
the deſtre of ther: that fear- him ; 
| | T5 be alſo ir af- their ery; hw will - £2 
A ſave thent. The Lord preſervcth dll theni . = 
| bs that love him 5 but the wicked will he de- "MY 
 firoy's Where; thoſe who love God,ate 
'thoſe who pray.unto hims and there © 
_ fore the wicked, whom Gud Gl de: ns 
"ny are thoſe 5 Pony in 
ith; . 


bs Ta: who-n Dag or deſpiſe bi his Wors: 
' >=; {bip'**'whence it is; the: P/alwiſt 'de- 
"M " {ﬀr bes Sk har he is One that hear-! 
'Ppt cs... Prayers; O thou that heareſt Prog, | 
unto ihee ſhall all fleſh come.  - I 
For. indeed. it is: not- a to ik 
exabt that God ſhould-beſtow: thoſe- / 
_ Bleflings and Deliverances on uswhich Þ}_ 
we db a not think worth askin or: $o IF 
not own'him- to have the diſpoſal poſal A 


2 Fa thoſe who'will not pray. for-thoſs un 700 »4 ' 

Oo : Things they want, will not bleſs God 1 

F forgiving them. and mo:wiſe Man Þ} 

E thinks it prudent to place his Favours, :? 

Eo whete'they {ball meet with no returns © 

© which” is like burying good Seed-in a | 

© barren Soyl,- that \deceives the ,ex- | 
" pettationof the Huſbandman./ - _ + 

"oh + God indeed being-the Maker of the 4, 

i” ' . World, takesgare of all his Creatures g | 9p 

'-” then e *expedas TT 

Creatures ſhould beg the protection; 

_ and proviſions of his. Providence, be- } 

X cauſe this is. an excellent Inſtrument of |} 

_=— Government, as it keeps Man-kind un- |}. 

_ _ _, deraconſtant ſenſe.of bis: Power. and 

E: Providence, and una conſtant copy 1 

dence on him. 7 k 

Thoſe who vet all good Things F' 

Z from God, _ not ; provoke him-to |} 


anger 


+ * £4. 


fed 


er by ie in bakeh of hi LavazMen * a> <A 
ang naturally aſhamed of approaching 54 
the Preſence of God, when they _—_— OY 
conſcious to themſelves of any. great 
| Tons, bur ſneak” and hide themſelves, 
| as: Children 'do,- when they have. .dif- 
pleaſed their Parents, -and dare wot ask 
_ any kindnefs, till hey have;farſt; ab- 
. tain Ines - their; Pardon.3 which makes-/it 
| igh . reaſbgable'' and - necallary.. for 
P74 3d. to diſcoumtenance' Irreligion, by 
ain, off the care of ſuch. Mn who : 


- It 1s true, very many Irrelig ons! Man 
oghrive in,this W rlgonel tQ 


reat. Eftates, and Ws prob Eadng ; 
” : God does. hot make-.ſuchi an! Exact 
difference between good and had Men 
8 iwthis Life, -as hewill do-inthe World 
| - to'come, and: ,can+ſerve the; Ends. of 
"6 Providence i 14he. prof; Perlgy: of bad 
end - 
. But yet there is Is A 5T'4 difference Yer 
_ 4ween God's permitting the praſperity 
of bad Men, and that conſtant. Provi- - 2 
- dence which watches over good Men. "OY 
- - Bad. Men may advance themſelves by _— 
|. Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, and /Perjury, - 
but they are nat advanced bythe Ble '# 
SF fling; but. by : the. Permiſſion of God, =. 
9:1 &.3-- for - bk 


rs,” whi 
ſuch Vexatiohs | 


 Prov.10.22- 


x 1 


rity without G 
ws like this way may rake it ; "bile 
x #"vety'u uncertain, : 2nd ba vey eto 


dub they are 
top of the Precip 


Ao i faſter that ever 
Burthoſe who 


i 


hae [og "Ros 


_ # 


milk which Tn 


f ES. MF 
we 


al Li Liſe, DE | 


,to aq Tk 
| Fl weeping and wailiri ig, 
f trehp for ever more. | 


6 4 For 


= 


A great many very. 
{ociable Vertnes 3 ' 
modeſt and temperate, 
Dealings, pitiful. to the Poor, of a 
_ ting good Delignss v 
veretionz iging 
; yet 
s theſe 


Cir, but. cannot / 

riſtians, They may. rea eap ſome -erm 
pofal Rewards of theſe \Vertues, but - 
they ' cannot any them to Heaven, for 


are not qualified for 


F 


he Worl the happineſs of Hea- 
yen, oo. is tO know, and love, and - 
admire, and praiſe the t Maker - 
and Redeemer of the W orld ; which - 
no Man can .do, who h ath not” a.quick 
and prevailing ſenſe of his NC 


ns 'Fhat the great'Dan 
"df an habicual: nep 


that they may'fin'on:with- 
our diſturbance till they drop into 


do- this, 'becduſethe Tr- 


uf 


# 27/4 


: 


s \ 


flere that there is a God, yet lives as 
there were none. And if Religio 


= what I have already diſcourſed 


L ox, yet he has nor the Un- 
have an.inferior ſort of 
RY OP! 

of the meer Anindal and. 

tive Life, but is fallen vaſtly, below. the 


5 'for 1 it 15not Rea- | 


$4 5% > 


rlhip him, is, to at 


"7 oubt not: at all, but bru 

have an anferior, degree © 'I 
ſon, fitted to the low Attainments of 
- their Natures, and that they common- 
| ly. reaſon, more wiſely and. truly. in 
| their own, Concerns, than. Ir 
Men do in-theirs3 but. 


Pi , What the dai 
ent of Trke Ne is 3. 


"Tt x0 
& and 
as a wile” Man. 


, 


to, per 


Souls. 


Vopr vi own Mevits's 

P fes;? that we: muſe pffer” 
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Quder of Meny whole: Fear 15 to 
infra&us;; to/-teach us: what we: do: 
- ove rg to: mind: us» of thoſe: 

hinps- w we] are. apt'to'-forget, 
| and bramade ie our Dur, As 
- 06 his: Worlhip;c-to. attend; theit In- 
ſirudions. -And:though I hope; fach 
amAge; and fiich/a -Churchc as this, 


there'-are:a great: many Chriſtians: ſo- 


knowing, that they. need not be taught | 


their: Duty 5 yet it;is fad! ro\conſfider 
how:-maty/ very ignorant: Profeſſors 
therbare,/ that /want: to. becmſtructed | 
in:the: firſt -Rudimencs: of + Chriftian 
 Knowledg ;; and: warm, zealous,: and 
frequent- Exhortations,. arei-of ! great 
Wins to «the! moſt. Ring: Chriſti- 


are forward 
to hear Sermons, yet:it grieves 
andy thisk '/how many there are who: 
will live, die, and. periſh for.ever-in 
_ Ignorance, becauſe they rethſc 
aftra&ion';. who; can. never | be /per-- 
ded'to attend, either Sermons,..or 
.orfo much asreading.the. 
H 4 Scrip- 
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_— couldbe © modo doodle fab difs; 
courſe : of News, or Tiade; or «Mer«* 
chandize;:or -how-'they/ might; order 
their-Afairs to better adyantage, and 
are glad-to. be told-of | any Miſtake or: 
Error which: might have been prejudi-- 
cial to, them in their» fecular: "ﬀfaleg. 
And I: need not telÞyou the Reaſon of) 
di! they: are irhvery good: 
Fes ewes get this World, but ap des 
ry indifferent and: unconcerned about 
the:next.-' So: that all tlie parts of Res! 
lIigious-Worſhip, -/ asi they are expreG/ 
ſions:of our :Reverence:and:Devotii 
for God, '40 they. immediately.tend'to 
- the happineſs:of our Souls 5'the- Virs: 
tue of -them is ſeen,-in transformingus' 
into.a Divine Nature, mobtainingthe: 
Pardon'of.our Sins, and: the Supplie 
of God's Grace, in making us Holy: 
here, and:eternally: Happy: . Fla" z 
and-therttore if: we love our Souls,>levi 
us:conftantly-exerciſe-our-ſelves'm/all+ 
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ice; abgoorp UpOt as Univerſal 
of” oo, will rather be 


| rather wtmaphe" upon all Humaras Ana 
Htfity, than yo with his Fellow- 
tures, and Subjes, - and Neigh 
ts, in the publick Afts of his Wor- 
ut the caſe atiy. of you' were” the 
| Father of a very numerous off-(pring,; 
"that without any expreſs 'Com- 
'from you, moſt of your Chil 
ren-ſhould agree by INC 
ſentto viſit you together oncea week 
to ask - your Blefling, and pay theit 
fol Acknowledgments for y' 
reat care of them-in their Education; 
and in that liberal Proviſion /you- have 
made” for them; but- one or two of 
' your Children ſhould chaſe to: come 
alone to you in private, when nobody 
' ſees" them, and obſtinately refafe" ro 
ome: with the-reſt- of their Brethren; 
hongh-they were - cenfired-by them 
with undutifulnefand  ingratitude for. 
fach a Negle&.”'/F' am -apt to think, 
DES: I thets 


nim-in tþ ongregation of his Sain 
how pa ſvever we are alone. -.- 
Nay; though we ſhould grant, th 

private Devotions were as accepta 
>. God: as Publick,: ſuppoſing - t 
were performed with equal Zeal 
Fervency of Mir 
count, Publick Worſhip. has n 
advantage 3 good Company 
Caſts is apt to, give us greater 
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| grow into, greater; at ours -anl- 
;: Hypocrites have no. other ſen e 
on, but: ;what they - receive 
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ftp bus ; you- ſee, that tho. we could a. off 
produce noexprefs/proof of the ne- 
eli of publ & Worſhip yet there 
are Coon reaſons to. prevail , with 
every . wiſe /and good. Man, not to 
withdraw himſelf: from the' Commu 
nion--of Religions Aſſemblies z and 
therefore indeed we. ſhall never find, 
that a truly wiſe and good Man' does. 
Tous Devotion may be a pretence to 
Fa y the negle& of publick Worſhip z 
I dare appeal to theſe Men's own 
* Conſcicuces, that it is never the true 
-. . Canſez for Men who do heartily de- 
fre to worſhip God, will chuſe to wor- 
nip him in: the beſt and moſt ſolemn 
manner, that- is, in the publick Aſſeni- 
blics of Chriſtians. But - yet to-take 
| away this very pretence from them, T 
come now to confider our Obligations 
HFA Worſhip. 


| +1. And firſt I ſhall argue from the 
© - Nature of Religious Cp andthe 
3 rey acre Reaſons of it. Now Wor- 
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b the name ar Godlineſs 5 2s the A; 

divides the ſeveral Duties 'of- os gion 
into three parts, ;living ſoberly,” r:ghte- 
ouſly,” and godlily in'this: wee: Vorld. 
And the-proper Notion'of worſbipping. 
God; is to honor him 5/iall -the ſevera 
Adsof Worſhip honourGod, as they 
ſignify our/great ſenſe and devour ac- 
knowledgment' of his:Being, Power; 


and Providence, © of the Excellencies 


and Perfections of his Nature, our de- 
pendence' on him,” ſubmiſſion'to him, 


_ and affiance-in him:3: fueh-as are 


greatand venerable apprehenſions*of 


- God, Prayers, Praiſes, Thankſgiving 


and the like. | oF 
: Now every Man muſt. acknowl do, | 
that Honour is always the greater, 'the | 
more publick it is. That he+ who has 
great and'admiring Thoughts of God, 
and publiſhes this to the World inthe 
moſt ſolemn manner, honours God 'a 
great deal niore, than he who keex 

theſe Thoughts to: bimlelf, and 1 nals 


God fo privately, thatno Man 


it but himſelf, . The' Prophet: David 1 

reſolves'to make his Praiſes of God as F 
ublick ashe could ;' 1-will declare th | 
lame unto my. Brethren ; 5 tnithe midſiof | 


exhorts others, #9 wa; ms inthe Con- ct 


pl praiſe: him 7 in Lg 
the: 76g of. fg Sou ps ct 
the bord, 1 will praiſe the. 
' mhole Heart, jn the Aſſembly 
E wght, and in the 1s Ants of os 
'  1;;And befides.this; we. may "IM 
there are/two. parts of, Worſhip 3 
| the Work of -the Mind, which.con- 
lis. in honouring God. with. devout 
and piqus, AﬀeRtions, m bowing. our 
Souls -before,:him3.- and the. external 
and viſible. expreſſions, and fignificati- 
ons of this Honour, . which is external 
nd: viſible Worſhip, ſach as; praying 
@nd - praiſing. God with. an. audible 
Voice, falling down on. the, ground, 
kneeling, uncovering the Head, and 
| thoſe other outward Expreſſions of De- 
vetion, which. fignify the bumble and 
Aevout Aﬀeiions of, the mind 3 now 
4ho theſe external. ſigns of Honour may 
and ought to. be,uſed in Private+and 
£loſer Devotions, ſo it be. with .due 
FF <2ution,, not to make 'them_ publick, 
high 1 is a piece of Pharifaical Hypo- 
| .crily.5, yet-the proper. uſe of them 1s 
Pu ublick AQsof Worſhip, to teſhify 
- ur concurrence and agreement with 
I 3 other 
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1 - World; for_it becomes us to acktiow Fs 2 
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F in whom we live, move, and. have our | 
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zoft'-of ' thoſe: Forms:'of = 
yer; and Thankſgiving, 5 oo 
 we:find recorded. itr Scripture, 
1 pecially. in the Writings of che Old 
FJ Teſtament. F ©177o1 + ES Akt IS 
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;. for though weare bound'to ac- © 
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x Bleſfings which God bath beſtowed on © 3 
* us, "which is the. foundation of! private | 
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ble Care _s {4 rpg and : are . 
every'onc'of them; bound to w 
the ſame God, natural'Reaſon will in - 
form us, that we ought. all c£o;-join'/in 
he fame as of Worſhip, "which .grves 
a greater awe and ſolcrniey to/rit 2: far 


we cannot think that Man was 
ſociable Creature for" every 

bur only for Acts of Worſhip; wh 

is his higheſt End and;greateſt Perfe 
on'z and therefore 1t Men unitet © 
ſelves: into Societies, for. Giri Orc 
and Government, it 1s. as: highly 
ſonable that they ſhould unite for Re- 
ligious Worſhip, unleſs we: think, that 
Bodies Politick,- Kingd 

mon-wealths, are not; Hound: to. 

{hip God,'-as every: particular. P, 

is ; thoit be an old Maxim: of Go 
ment, That Religion"is4be. i (+. 
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atd Plenty, delveranoe 
the: : advantag &s;of | good-4 


World: by ne Ls: el: 
that God is defrauc dof his: 
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{ow I nol riot tell 5ou, that Chriſt 
has inſtiruted'a Church, whichris ſo of- 
ten in the Writings of the "A poſtles 
called a Church and the Church o of Chrif 
Now vue roper par the ea Mice 
ing embly, "which is called 'to- 
pether, and ſo acquaints us what the 

lature of a Chriſtian Church is,” that 
t'is a Society'of Men united and 'com- 
bined ogy in the Faith and Wor- 
| of mn od For' the Church of 

briſt” is purely a Religious p42 

Jar Avionr had'"no Temporal K 
 dowj'as the Jews expected ; his King- 
F— was not of- this W erld.and there- 

re his Church's nothing elſe but a 

ciety of” Men for the Worſhip of 
Godt Trough Chriſt 3 which 15a he 

ef - M1 rms that every Member of 
e Chriſtian Churchi is bound to join. 


vr ther be1 no > Sable Worlkip, 1 his 

| can the Chriſtian Church is a Religi- 

ous Ry, that is, a Society _— 
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T there may | DO 
k owatians, and ho gp 
|  differe not in Matters of Faitl 
3 Pp *- «.poatt ena at-this Day 3 and 2 


"2 Men may. EXE: ciſe a. Chriſtian Charity 2 
F and earance to each other, with- 

2 [Members of the Game Body; | 
zT © We "_ conlider, that 

T ſeparates himſelf from Chriſtian 4 


mmunion, who forſakes the Publick | 
:mblics for Religious Worſhip, de- <4 
ws the Bo ac of the Church : -Y 
bcient Argument, that | - 
abl orfhip, 'when we-can £0JoF 
' | the 


the Apoſtles 
- and in by 


Prayers, which is Gs 
of the Unity of the 

'E and thetefore the 

x Joh. 1.3; called, @ Communion of 


: . # « ab A " 380: 'oire x Gor.12, 131 , 
e Sacr: nent of the Lord's 


jon 3"it is th at common Table which 


all Chriſtians have a ri ht to: The Cup : Cor. I0, 
F g ith, is i not the NPY 


*Bread rin we: "break; ng oh the 
Communion of the Body of Chrift For 
We + many, are one: Bread, and ” 

3 for” we are all 'pirtakers of that 
read.” It Is eſſential to the nature 
of hs Lord's Supper,” thatit's a com* 
mon Feaſt of which all Chriſtians par- 

| take; for it fiptifics not -only our Unite 

; onto Chr, bur our” Union to-08Q - 

.. ' another in the ſame Body; for which | 

{ Reaſon the Reformed” trches unt- 
verſally condemn the”! private Maſſes of 

the Church of Rowe, where the Prieſt - 

receives by himſelf; ind-triily;ptivate -- 

* Devotions, when they *thruſtour pub» 

& thick Worſhip, are ' nch' "the famo 
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T yvature. | | 
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TY ds ct ind Us far CSS 1 
 Tpread in the:World whereas our Sa- — 

viour promiſes «to be with his Apoſtles © 

unto the end/'of -the World: 5: which 

" could not} be:meant 'of the Perſons of 

the Apoſiles, for they are'long ſince 

dead ; but of: !\their Succeſlors, who 
_ retain their Office and Power, as far as 

; 0 the preſent ſtate of the 


arch. 
And-the farce" of this A 1ment 
from the Apoſtolical Office will he bet- 
ter; underſtoad, if. we confider wheres 
inthe Power.'of ' the Keys conliſts, 
which Chriſt committed to. St: Peter, 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles, or what is 
thetrue ancient Diſcipline of the Chri- 
ftian' Church.” Now the Power: of 
the Church,' which is truly Spiritual, 
conliſts only i in letting 1 into the. Church 
or ſhntting out. *. The admiſſion into 
the Church, 1s by adminiſtring Bap- 
tifp, which they are made the external | 
of, who are fit to be received 
into. the Church by Baptiſm, and who 
not 3, ſhutting out- of the Church, is 
| by exerciling Cenſures upon: Offen- 
| ders, which conlfiſts only 1n this, 10 re- - 
moving ſuch- Men from Chriſtian Com- 
_, either in _ or wholly, for 
# 2 A 


 o Lied OM ever, accord 1g t 
* verity of the ancient Dilcipl! 
were not perthitted - = Om > famine 
_ Chriſtian Aſſemblies, bur lay at the 
door lamenting their wickedneſs," and 
begging their Prayers. :Others\ were 
admitted to publick Inſtruftions,' bur 
not to the Communion'of Prayers; 
or at leaſt if they were admitted tothe 
Prayers of the C atechumens, thoſe who 
were” publickly inſtructed and 'cate- 
chiſed, but not yet baptized, i were 
not- allowed to be preſent -at the 
Prayers ofthe Faithful.” Others wete 
a atp to Prayers, but. nor tothe 
Supper 'of the” Lord. '” Now all this 
ſuppoſes, that Chriſtian Communion. 
is not only a neceflary Duty,” but a 
great Priviledg, fince "they had no 


' other way of puniſhing Offenders, but 


by denying them the hiberty-of Wor- 
ſhip in their Aſſemblies ; but what 
would thoſe Men -valne Church:Cen- 
ſures, who-make io flight'of publick 
Worſhip, as daily 0 excommunicate 
themſelves? Certainly theſe Ment are 
greatly miſtaken, or cle the very -Of- 
fice and Authority of: an: Apoſtle, {8/4 
"0 inconliderable; thing, - and: that 


., dreadful Senence of Excommunicati- 
| 0 


on; he was px formidable in- the 4. 
Ancient- Church, is very innocent Lu 
” _ andharmle6 thing, ſinke Men may as ' 
” _wellworkkip. God alone as.in Chriſti- 
_ fv Natok 5--and that they might 
do,:when excommunicated or {hut out 
of. Chriſtian Afdemblies. © 
' And Iobſerye farther, That our $a- 
viour requires of ys, the publick pro- 
' feſſion of his Name and - Worſhip, 
- which Ra includes - publick 
Worſhip ; = Who oever therefore ſhall cone Mar, 10.3233: 
Feſs me "ow n,. bim will 1 confeſs be- 
ther 


fore my which is in Heaven 3 but 


whoſoever ſball deny me before Mem, " bims 
will I deny before my Father whichis in 


Heaven, Toconfefs Chriſt, is toown 
hitn'for our-Lord and Savionr,not only 
in words (tho' too. many-fuch there 
are, whom. our-Saviougfy11l not-own, 
willnot confls before IiFFather which 
is:in-Heaver) but by paying him ſuch 
publick Homage and Worſhip, as is a 
vilible demonſtration, that, we. do 
'Own him for-our. Lord. For thus to 
confe(s Chriſt, fignities, With the month Rom.t4 c0zt'3 

 Confeſſuon - is made. unto-$ alvation 5; for 
whoſoever ſhall call upon the New _ os 5 
Hed, Poll ” ax apt | 
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” But the Church can never- 
| 7 NOS From the'reſt 
; of the World, without the publick 
and viſible exerciſe of Religion 3 ; and 
, cherefore our Saviour exhorts his Dif 
. ciples, Let your iy fo ſhine 

=. Men that they may ſee your good Works, 
#2424 and glorify your Fither whlchis in Hea- 
_ zen; which muſt" refer to all parts of 

| Religion, and therefore" includes As 
of Worſhip, as well as Ads of Mercy” 

and: Charity. Eds 
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in private Prayer, and. 


when they, 

"2 Contempt 

which 1 is ſo much more 
ſed by, am 

Souls in the Face, 


no 


Us. Can © OG. 


__—_ will as. wuch 
AS; 'when the. 
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,. before all t 
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ty ſay, Let ws go up in- 
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Contaming ſe 
i Men, whereby to try their Honeſty 
. and Sincerity in this Matter. 
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He third fort of Men, v who for- | 
fake ourR 
3:1. thoſe who ghar yr pungent 
| ation, and ſet up diſtin 1 
wat of their. ownz who ſe ar. 

| for fear of Sin; and 1 | 

EE: bound, as they honour God, a 
their own Souls, to avoid our Corn 

"  nion. Now theſe Men deſerve our 
7 . moſt tender regard; for if they bein 
one paey hs 
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may prove more' 
al, than diſputing commonly” does. 
AndI ſhall redyce what I bave to ſay, 
_— Heads, 

© Firſt To/put them upon ſore Iri- 
uiries, with reference to their hone- 

, and' fincerity in this Matter. 
ondly, To offer tothe; general 

tozefor their Sxthfihio 

y, To' remove fone 

Pleas and Objedtions. . ORE TE 
Firft, To'put them cif ins 1 In- 
, with "reference to heir” Howe” 


ts ao for Mercy ,at the - 
- | terrible ap) "our Lord, elu 


PET, CEE EI% 
he ſhall 
6 3 2 


Firſt 3 Whether he do indeed: ſepa+ 

—— rate from the. Comanien 9 of our Pa- 
rilh Churches 
a D Conſcieng 
— for any. T. ing, i is to. 
 thority of God ; for. God alc 
.  Supream Lord and  Govermour of « - 
| Coos in all Cafes, where be ins | 
| terpoſes his Authority-z on to, 

E 1. tend. the Authority .of God. for, 
ing our Governors, a nd -div 
urch, when we have. no Ef 
thority, 1 is. like counte! 


fs ds, 


B=-1 | go. Broad ſen! 40:0 7 


- nd.Rebellions. - .. .,..; 
We Few Men make, any di 
Kt $4 tween their -privateJudgme 


ek Cr Aa a CEmeeS 
— vat 44 


and their ppm o52 
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y-comes into' their as is Ys; 
led | eco Conſcience, wow then -th 


own Lovin and 
all” "he vile Aut 


E as Unity in a-Togrigf or Stare. ' | 'No = 
Man muſt a& = gn bis Conftience, 

'- that'is, * he 'mulſt not do ay thin 

F which he knows God has ex | 
|.  bid;nor negle&t doing any" 
*. he knows: God has com 


| Divine LawitheRule's Cohen, | _— 
| and all the Tn of 'the World can- 
; not » ver us'f 


Nh Men: Wwe bak we 


|  - ſuffe ie'th- "this World; [bur an er- _ 

3 'roricous,' "doubting, ſerppulois *Con- _ : 

|- ſcience, 1s improperly called Conſci- | 

© Eee, it being nothing elſe but our mi- Wo 
WW - Rtaken Opinion” of Things, and the 
| wavering uncertainty 'of © our ' Minds : 
6 which carifiot determine | or: Which fide 2 on 
k 4 Froemthlies: = 4 hk 2h = 


ator, . 
4: Leg ſaid, that 1 
s er,23- 25,26, 
FA yh 7 3-25 
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1 hh I 
future | Events'1 


Ny I for oh iliict [- 
- + Siich theſe falſe Propheſies did; 'con- | 
2. " _fiſtedin that ill bids ; had up- 
| on Mens Lives, that Ag hindred their 
. -_ © Repentance, and enco "thentLin 
their licentious or 
: and therefore to'pre 
s | in God's Name, isas' 
"By wa propheſy falſely bbs Nil, 
of 0p refore no Man-muſt pretend C 
> BY "Go any further, 'than' the exp 


CY 


OE A EINE 


Re CEE ESSEN 


65S k. . 


Com amands and 7 


n—Saabeds coeneys 


IRIS 


forbid, or that itis unlawful to do' 
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Ea, in | God' $ Moni, when they can 


ſhew 6 ſuch Law extant in the whole bY 


; JR retetid Conſcience, it ay be. 
| ring-3_ form .of Prayer,/or : 
| _—_— the Sacrament kneeling,; or 
bag preſent when the Miniſter uſes;a: 
-1n-Divine-  Adniiniſtrations,: 
Conſider now,whether you do.notfalſe- 
ly pretend a. Divine Authority, wheri 
you bave.none ;, ſhew me, where God): 
has forbid. the uſe. of a, form. of Prayer,; 
ora Surplice, or. kneeling at the Lord's, 
_  Supper,or:the Croſs in Baptiſm; It you. 

think it-.ſafhcient. that; theſe are not. 
commanded, ſhew..me but that. Law; 
That nothing muſt be dorie. in.. the 
Worſhip of God but what he has com-* 
maxiitied:; 3. and if you, can do neither, 
as. am ſure you, can't, then confidet: 
what an impious, thing it is, tO ſay, 
Thas . ſaith the Lord, when he hath not 
Gid it ? to make new. Laws; and bind 
them. upori your own Conſciences, and 
impole them-upon other Men, by your 
own private Authority; which 1s a 
much heavier impoſition, than the ob- 
ervation of ſome few innocent and 


indifferent Kites and Ceremonies. 
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aug þ inthe uſe of indifferent ; 
= oo therefore comply with all 
"bad Conſtications of the: Church, 
in dation to their Civil and Eccle- 
fiaftical Qovernors, do not uſtrpe up»: 
on God's Authority, but obey Divine 
| Laws as Divine, and -Humane Laws as 
Humane 3 but'to pretend Conſcience 
for diſobeying our Governors.in indif- . 
ferent things, is to teach for Doctrine 
the Commandments of Men, to make 
that a Divine Law which God Never 
made-ſo,' viz. That we ewuſt do nothing 
in Religion which God. bath not com- 
manded, tho it be caumanded by our law- 


ful Superiore. 


Secondly ; I obfirve farther, That 
the meer pretenoe of Conſcience,is not 
a ſufficient juſtification of any. Aion, 
unleſs we can'produce a Divine Law, 
as the Rule of our Conſciences. is 
not Fg when we mean no 
more by it, than our te Judgment 
and Opimons of Tone) the Law 
| of God which is the Ruleof our ARi- 
ons. There never have been worſe 
Actions done,than have been done out 
of a pretence of Conſcience 5, and he 
| my 


wes ads wy 


_ be a very 'uncharitable Man, who 
believes that there never was a conſei- 
 encious Pagan, Papiſt, or Mahometan 
if to a&' according to our Conſci- 
ences, that i; our Belief and Perſw#- 
fon, be ſufficient to acquit us at God's 
Tribunal, 'this muſt neceſfarily make all 
Religions indiffererit ; for then an ho- 
neſt. Pagan, Papiſt,,or Turk, who lives 
according to his own Perſwaſion, is as 
acopable to God; as the moſt hearty 
and {incere Proteſtant 3 then the Jews 
were- very godly and devout ' Men, 
when in Zeal for their Law they eruci- 
fied Chriſt; and perſceuted his Apo- 
. fitles, as believing that they did Gad 
good Servicez and therefore we muſt 
_ not content our ſelves, if we. at ac- 
_ cording” ta our Belief z but we muſt 
| be careful to'bdlieve aright, forif we 
- follow the gitidarice of a blind and ig- 
norant ConſHence, we ſhall wander 
_ and go aſtray to the infinite danger of 
our Souls 5 as our Saviour tells us, Fhat 
if the Blind load the Blind, they ſhall both 
| fall into the Ditch. Theſe blind Men 
are ſuch as have blind Conſciences, that 
is, are ignorant of their Duty ; but 
yet 'may very {incerely follow their 
ny — _— ſafely __ 


C 


28 


OT in " # obſerve farther, That 
we. ought-not to; doubr..and ſcruple 
any, thing which is not forbid by a Di- 

vine.Law.., The Law-of God is the 1 
Rule. of. our Conſciences z- and theres fo 
fore tothe Law, and to the Teſtimo- ' } 


ny,and if our Conſciences do not ſpeak Þ Þ}F 
according to them, it is, :becauſe there. 
1s no. Light in them,” Some Men look I 
upon it asa ſign of. great-tenderneſs of 
Conſcience to be doubtful and ſerupu- 
lous, and value themſelves/ more 'by 
their Scruples, than other 'Men do by: b> 
the moſt clear and; diſtint Knowledg, | 
and therefore are afraid of being deli- 
vered from their /Scruples, - and/uſe- 
oreat Art and Induſtry to. enſnare and: 
: entangle themſelves z, but I confeſs, 1 
| ſhall never envy any Man this Attain= 
ment,. no more..than I. do a purblind; 
Eye, which ſees very imperfectly, and. - 


therefore gropes for its way with __ ; 

' caution and fear. 

\ Now all ws that wins: we | 

| have any unn ry DoubtsandSeru-  * * 


ples; tho we muſt not a with ſuch a | 
pay mas yet we ought | 


'tO - 


WAS ole Og 7, NT SER OT Fs WI ' aednaeat LEDs 
« PYVee © 12. ee IB A250 PORSa DF 4 io? nl TEL oo BOT I ESTES. 
TOs CET: NES ey ER EF Op. RE + - b- 

9 os 


f Conſcience. 


4 IRE 2 f 2 © ot de I Hs 
= ICE ba bs 7) IEMA Fee, EY EN es X ns FER, 
by SS: Wt We” IT "> O Rn DOME - . Bee Fae LEP 7 6 
3 - « PEI * Ry eh þ 
%.=- £5 
bod : 4 
* : 
(7 » g 
& '&£#) k, he 
[ Fy % . . 
. 
% *%" 


_ tolay our Seruples aſide: 'Britthen thi * 
- preat Queſtion is, How. we 'ſhould do 
ie? R> unleſ Men'can have'Scruples, and 


hy them aſide.again whetrthey-pleaſes 


- bur'this ſeems to! be- a plain and eaſy 
- way to ſatisfy our Conſiences, that 
ſince the Law of God' is their Rule, 
we muſt. never ſcruple the lawfulneſs 
of any thing, which. is not erther ex- 
poolly' forbi by God, or: by. fach evi- 
dent and neceflary "conſequence; as 
every honeſt Man may diſcern without 
uſing "any great skill and” ſubtilty. 
While Men -< not judg'of thmgs by 
the Law of God, but by arbitrary 
Rules of their own inventing, or by 
Fancy.'and: Humour, Prejudice or In- 
tereſt, they may like or -diflike- juſt 
-What they pleaſe, and call it Conſci- 
ence when they have done ; but the 
obſerving this'one Rule, would' ſoon 
cure all Faniticiſm, and reſtore the 
Church to Peace and Unity. | 
' TomaketheScripture a perfe&tRule, 
not only of Faith and'Manners, -and 
-all the effential -parts' of . Worſhip, 
(which we readily grant and prove 


- _ the'Church of Rome) but alſo 


_*-of all external .Circumſtances, - Rites 
and Ceremonies, when we find no fach 
L 3 | thing 
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TT. mire and- perieoct Form of Diſcipline 
"and W 


— ao fach 


preſcribed 'in /it, is the 
trae: cauſe of Al our Diviſions, and* 
fills peoples heads with endleſs and in» 
finite Scruplesz but'to make the Com- 
miands and Prohibitiovs of Scripture, 
the Rule 'of 'our Cofiſciences, and the 
certain meaſure and ſtandard of what 
is lawful -and unlawful, ſo as neither 
to condemn nor ſcruple what is 'not 
forbid in' Scripture, would infallibly 
heal- our Breaches, and reſtore us to 
Peace with our ſelves, and with one 


another. 


Fourthly 3 I obſerve further, That 
neither a miſtake nor a ſcrupulous 
Conſcience, can juſtify gur Diſobedt- 


- ence to' the Commands of our'S 


ors. We may indeed oppoſe the Av- 
thority of God, againſt atty humane 
Power; a Qoncience mformed and 
governed by the Divine Laws will not, 
cannot, ouglit not. 'to Rtoop to: the 
greateſt Prince, who conimands aty 
thing contrary toGod'sLaw,becauſe the 
Power aftid- Authority of 'God is moſt 
ens and venerable, ablokne and fu- 
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a word, /a Conſcience which is not go- 
verned þy the Laws of God, is notar- 
med with his Authority neither, and 
therefore cannot. juſtify our Diſobedt+ 
ence to Princes; for it1is only the Opi- 
nion of a private Man, and therefore 
cannot juſtify Diſabedience to publick 
Authority, 56 has 
Which ſhews us how neceflary it is 
to inform our Conſciences aright, and 
to-keep cloſe to our Rule, not to ne- 
glet any thing which God has com- 
 manded, nor to do any thing which he 
has forbid; and where God has not de- 
termined us by his Authority, in thoſe 
things which he has neither command- 
ed nor forbid, to ſubmit our ſelves to 
our lawful Superiors;z for nothing but 
the Authority of God will juſtify our 
Diſobedience to Humane Authority, 
and where we cannot pretend God's 
Authority,as we cannot in thofe thing 
which are left undetermined, it is a to 
to-diſobey our Rulers, though they be 
. -» -E ſhall not determine that Queſtion 
now,' Whether a Man, who is under 
ſome Doubts and Scruples, ought not 
' to obey his Governors, notwithſtand- 
325. L 4 ing 
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Ecal af uſe” he that 


AR) I _—_— is gas — not to be farif- 


fied about. the evil. of the thi 3g coms 
manded;but in the mean timehe is.cer- 
, tain that it is his Duty to obey his Supe- 
riors ; and therefore not being ſure that 
He ſhallfin in obeying (becaule heisnot 
ſare that what they Aon is ſinful 
and being ſure, that he ſhall fin-in diſo» 


beying them, (if their Commands be - 


lawful) arid being withal under a necef 
ſiry 'of doing one 'or tiother, whether 


he ought not in prudence to take the © 


ſure fide, that is, to wave his Seruples, 
and obey his Prince? © 


'T ſhall at preſent only obſerve 'this | 


one thing, without drawing. any pe- 
remptory concluſion from it 3” That 


Obedience to 'our Superiors is a plain 


and exprefs Law, and'fo the proper 
Rule of Conſtience 5 - and therefore if 
whatour Prince comfnands us,” be not 


forbid by as plain'and expreſsa Law as 


that is which commands out Obedi- 
ence, 'we feery to oppoſe 'our private 
and uncertain Opinions, againſt the 
Expreſs Authority” of God, and' chuſe 
Tather' to follow our: Conſtiences, 
where they are not evidently dire&ed 
by a Divine _— than whete they 
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43 _; No Hiiewlni hmadindes muſt 'be : Chaps 3. ; 


—_— inſt the Authority of : 
bur a-Divine Authority, that is, a Di. * 


vine Law, 1 is a more certain Rule than | 
private Opinions. - 
# The ſum of all is this, That no- Man 
a&s out of true Priniciples of ' Corjſci- 
ence, but he who keeps his Eye fixed 
upon'his Rule 3 who 'direfsand go- 
'. verns his Conſcience by the' Law'of 
God ; other Men liveby their private 


KL Humors and Fancies, are turned afide 
= by every Novel and groundleſs' Con- - 
= ,'ceit : And tho they may be pleaſed to 


call this Conſctence, yet 1t will not ex- 

cuſe them from the guilt of Schiſm,” if 
they divide the Church, 'and rend 

themſelves from the Body of Chriſt : 

- Conſcience: will never juſtify _ us, but 

when we obey and obſerve our Rule. 


"Secondly 3 ;- Another Queſtion I 


would propoſe to theſe Men, is, Whe-. 


ther they ever ſeriouſly confider the 
Hainous nature of Schiſmi ? Now there 
| 4s great reaſon to ack this Queſtion, if 
we obſerve with what little-confidera- 
tion moſt Men' engage themſelves in it, 
how wantonly they forſake the Com- 

union of. tlie Church, as if it were 


per- 


Ws erfeal I any 
2x34 1 to Church, or go to a Conventicle z as K 
— of itwereno more, than to leave their 
own Pariſh Churchand go to another, 
where there is a Preacher Whomthey | 
like better, HEE 
_ It is plain, that. ſack. Men as. theſe 
never undexſtood what Chriſtian Uni- 
ty is, nor ever conſidered what. the 
danger of Sohiſm is; that'is, that they - 
have not  acted- honeſtly and ſincerely 
ina Matter of ſuch wo > ho apt 
The Chriſtian Church, is repreſented 
in Scripture 6s one. Bogy, 'united to. 
Chriſt, who & the Head of bis Church, 
and the Saviour of the Body 5 This 
St. Pawl makes a powerful' Ar 
to Uaity, endeauouring to keep # unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of —_—_ there 
is one Body, and one Spirit, even 66. you 
are called in one hope of your C ——__ 
Lord, one Faith, one 'Boptifan - 
avd Father of al, as pe wy o_ 
through all, and in you all, What dows 
this Bond of ' Bocce Bopity, but the ex- 
' ternal NE .of the Chriſtian 
Church, when Chriſtians live together 
as Membersof the ſame Body,andunited 
to each: other as the, Members of the 
agtury! Body -are, by Neryes and. 4 
news ? 


Lg 


7 ' one Bread 4 as St. *Panl- 


mews?. For Chriſtians are called. -one RA 
Bady, with reſpe&- to their external ,* 3. 
Communion, which ts repreſented: in 
the Lord's Supper, by their cating of 
argues, The 1'Cor. ro! 
Bread which we break, #s it not the (Com 5-17- 
mnnion of the Body of. Chriſt 2. For we 
being many, ure one bread, and tne Bo- 
dy. for we are all partakers of that oe 
Bread. So that we become one Bodyby 
external Evie Commmnion-bybeing 
3 united intoone Relipious 
3 the Worſhip of God, and our Ma = 
edification, :Dut ſpeaking the (amo 
; uy grow up to bimin all t 
which is the Heas, even Chriſt's, þ 
whone the whole "Body fitly | 


coy fr me nas — 
the Beds , the edifying of i" us 
The Chriſtian Ehurch 1 = phy us, and 
"Building, and Temple of God 4 but 
_ this Houſe and Building is not raiſed 
al the Bn and NG fn berg. bur 
| ——_ ly frames together, Epheſ. te Wo), 
Holy SO i the Lird, 
hereby . the 
deſcribes the Uniry -of the 
Chriſtian Church, fignify one Commu- 


nion, 


Seriprure 


Jah13-34:35- 


Ads: 42. 


| Jab.g7-20,8 Ore, as thou Father any: in me, and Tin 


| fame Love, being of one. accord, 'and. of 


. mutual - Love - expreſſed it - ſelf; -we 


-nlivvn-aiiows Ther they rm yrm—rs 


thee, that they. alſo may be one in ws 5 that 
the Warld may believe that thow haſt. ſent 


_ awe. . From whence 1t appears, that our 


Saviour ſpeaks of. an external and vifi- | 
ble Union, which may be ſeen andita- |} 
ken notice of in- the World.” How | 
frequent are the Exhortationsto Chri- 

ſtian Love. and ' Unity 2 :Fwlfil ye:my 
-Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the 


one mind. This: was that new- Com- 
mandment which . Chriſt: gave to- his 
Diſciples;as the badg. of their Q a 
ſhip, A new Commandment 1 give\unto 
you, that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you ; hereby. ſhall all” Mex 
know that. ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
love one to another. And wherein this 


learn from the firſt Pattern of the Chri- | 
ſtian Church. . And they continued fltd- | 


- faſt in the Apoſile's Dolirine and. Fellow- 
a and on of: *Bread, and 0 of 


Prayers ; that is, in all the Parts and 
thees of Chriſtian Communion : this 


35 


/ \to'Chriſtian Love, to cott- f 
I thbnor in pk Gommtenion and Fellow- 

ſlip of the ſame Body, that there nay * 
be no'Schiſm in the Body, but all firm- 
|  ly-united/'by the common Bonds of 
| Love and':Peace :' and therefore in 
St. Fobn's "TRne; thoſe” Hereticks Who! 


C__ are ſaid to go out! 


mong' them 3' - They werrt out from we, 1 Joh. 2. 13] 


becauſe they; were 110t of w8 5 for" 
Tres eg of ws, they: x of EE + | 
continmed with as,” ( that is, in our Fel- 
lowſhip' and> Communion) - bit they 
went ont, that they might be nail" mani- 
fe that: they were not all of ws." Now 

- this Arguinent be good,it neceflarily 
infers that-indiſpenſable Obligation 
which lies ypon'all Chriſtians, who will 
be owned: for Members of that one" Bo- 
dy'of Chriſt; to live in Collfunion 
with each other. ;: K. \'3 

The: Unity of Mind and Spirit, of 
| Lomnt: AﬀeQion, and the Unity" of 
the fame Faith, -is neceſlary't o Stiri 
ani Union 3 but this Union is ads -Ex- 
ternal iand' viſible by Chriſtian Com- - 
munion ; and'our daily experietice tells 
us; how: inipoſlible it is for" Men'to | 
love like Brettiren, like Members/of the 


nw - ſame 


' they 


, neceſſary s Duty of Chiritianicy, 8 
Eg what _ Evil of RE % C | 
rends the ſeamleſs : Coar | 
' Claiſt;,and divides his Church into 
. many- little Parties and Factions. - | 
Chriſt bas but one Bady,: and thoſs | 
who Cparate fromthe Body of Chriſt; | 
are no. longer of his Baidy:s: andthe | 
Ancicnt:Chriſtians did beheve- Schifm Þ 
to ſeparate: Men fram: Chrilt; 'and-to | 
put them out. of. a ſtate af (Salvation. | 
Was an acknow] \TLC edged: Principle: a- 
 mong That. there was nv Salve- 
tion our of the Church, and: that Schib- 
VE EIEINTS: 
nat n te; 
as not knowin wine merciful allow- 
INCES. - A mms by and compaſhonate 
Lord: may. make, for the Errors and 
Miſtakes, FrowardneG and Peeviſhnefs 
of bs Diſciples 3 bue yet 1 wiſh that 
all Perſons cancerned,' wonld { 


+ M1 


ÞB Sai which was awang chem, though 
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- vine —————_ unites us to God, © 
_ and tor one another 3 that he makes 


he-reproves 'the (orimthiens for that 


b enthas yet: he calls them Carcal 3 


Fr Og 2 evuyings, and: ſirife, and 


, are, $0 0b. carnal, and, walk 
«+ So far is ay my ew _ 
an Argumene of - more! perfect 
ing 4 Chriſtians, that it is a Work 
af the Fleſh, and the Symptom of a 
Camal Mind. - 
2 "my not intend to diſcourſe this 
5 but-it-is acertain Argument, 
that that:Man docs underſtand nothing 
of _ Chriſtian: Religion, who | makes 
light of Schifan, without ſo much as 
conſidering what guilt he involves him- 
{If in 3 nothing.could be a more effe- 
G&ual Cure of Schiſm, than-a' ſerious 
cankideration- of 'the evil and danger 
of it: | That pain we feel in tearing one 
Member from anatber, and-;that;mil- 


_ chief the whole Body ſuffers by "it, 
. - which becomes maimed and 1 


by the want of the lea(t xd molt ine 
— pie mee Sc 


|; 4p 


Schiſm a Work of the Fleſh, and when 


want y for whereas there | c,..5 2. 


DE pray So tetacns tv=. 'Y 
Wt wart em lov, a: (} 
other; as the ge> ane, Ponidun | | 
| Body have, we ſhouldifindSchiſm-and ' - | | 
.1-:.: .. Separation 'as'painful"to us; as itis'ro> 
gem ' with one of *our Members, and: 
0 as ſenſible of thewant of Chriſtian» 
Comttiunion, and the pony 'of- 
theſe murtual- - of Charity, - in 
| exhorting,' aimonittng; Teprovir 
each other, (which cannot be/ perfor-s | 
med ina ſtate of Separation) asweadre £4 
of | the want of: the: ſervice: bf : atiy: | 
' Metiiber which-we-have loſt: It is86a3 || 
certaiti ſign; 'that Memberidoes not be- 
long t6'the Body, which feels not the! 
ain of ſuch Convulſions and Schiſms: 


<5 8. 


Thifdly3 Another Queſtion I ould 
ask. theſe Meri, i iy get gamma they doin 

| believe;: that Com Þ 
nintiion with our | Pariſh Churches is Þ 
nlawful > And there is ſome reaſotrto |. 
_ ask Yhis'3' for'it is eaſily obſerved, that | 
= third are 4 a'great 71 who-a are. e Chri- 


O DC it follows; 
be no neceflity of Se: 
then Se ration triuft be 


ed ſay, Thar it is a ſaſſi- 
.to. ſeparate, even from a 
a lawful 


F :purer 
lite ſacti 


his: Purity: conlil 
VErNMENT, Or Wo 


car,. fi yy Apoſtolica, is is. 
than ſome noyel.and .upſtart pini- 
ons, Church Forms and:/Models'z 'an 


that Worſhip which retains all the | 
ſtitutions of Chriſt, ada 


them with. the greateſt order "[* 
| _ceney, and moſt to. Chriſtian: 
tion,is as pure a Worſhip as that w 
is llovenly and unbecoming the gr 
ty and ſolemnity of Divine Woi 
' That Church wherein Chriſtians I 
_ 98 all the. means and conveya aces 
Grace, without any. corrupt, M 
tures. to ſpoil their | 
is a pure Church, uch:; | 
in a Chriſtian may. comp 
out doing any injury 8 
pure Chareh, 'a | 
of pYIeys! which'1 is 4 
mean only,;the> Com 'of better .. - 
nk of greater. Saints, thy oaghr 
det,: thatit i isin 
yPocrites Ollt of. any | 
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nly Txnklow} for «6 fur fach. 
len out of the Church, deprives them _ 
of the Means of Grace, and 'all hopes: 


F_. of proving beter Men. 


- And1: hope Chriſtian PR 


SF 'not whey ont to.any lingle Congrega- | 


tion, but every good Chriſtian, who. 
lives3ri the Communion of the Church, 
enjoys the Communion of Saints in all 
the World; isa Member of the' ſame 
Body, which conſiſts of all the-true 
| Diſciples of Chriſt.  / ' 
-*Nay, I would deſire tha to conſ1- 
| der,: that the-Glory of the Chriſtian 
 Gommunioh is this, That or Fellawſhip ; jet FP 
_ #s wifhthe Father, and with his Son Fe- 
Mu Chrift, with the glorious and tri- 
mphant' Church in Heaven, . as well 
with the” Church Militarit on-Earth, 
"Bat! je > are. cone unto Mount Sion, and Heb:t4- 255 
| into the City of the living God, the Hea- 235 %4+ 
vtnly Jeruſ lem; aud to an innumerable 
mpany of: Angels , bo the general Aﬀſems 
nd 4 oy "the Firit Bort, which 
re written 'in Beaver, and to. Ged the 
dy bf all, ht; to the Spirits. of julb. 
few" ws de porfed's Pot to a 


rent we and wok ? and is it 
ting for ſtrong and well- 


_ to ſeparate-from the w 
Q, as if theeye tho! 
row the B Body, as deſpilir 
munion-of the Footz an yerif's 
ſays true, that Schiſm is a'work oft 
_ Fleſh; and the'ſign of carnal-Men, 


"they cond þ not 
; CU 


to how ne, from the” firſt Þ 
"of 'Chrifti: atity,” that ever it was 
: to ſeps ate from Aa 


Church; where Fotwight © t communicate 


out: fin. 
t this Notion of fo rating 


£4 $a - T5 


Atfairs. ,, 4. - 


o 
* 


Airs. 4: | 
* 72th $6 ALE # bu LAS, hw. 
Mmnſters of Religion. 


c Perſnaſion. of, Fri 


and —remign bur: yet this wil Not ex- - 

cuſe a Man; when -he has attained-to 

* Years of diſcreqion, and has REIT: | 
| bett ed, for if 


; who: labour we the &awe/ 
pre ad hces of Edueartian, have the ſame 
EXC1 © +- We maſt/offer up ta. God. 4- 

reaſonable Service, "and that requires the 

xerciſe of our Reaſon in the;choice; 

Four. of Rely as well as inthe dif- 

| eO Religious Dutics.. : Nay: 

char "uy "+0. 00 and >: Pagans,, 

Have hi. excule upon /'this/ac- 

-ount, - than .our.i Diſlenters,/ becauſe 

$ their - Prejudices.. may reaſonably - be - 
J' thought more- invincible, as will ap- 

# T9 ar, "if weubriefly conſider thrce-or 


: Firſt, That i theirs is the. Relivion of | F 
heir Country , which they have been | 
uiet poſlc fletiion of. for many Ages 3 
"at, reverence they pay to P 
d memory. of- their An- - © 
zeſtors, adc " vY the prejudicesof their "2 
_ Education 3:;whereas every one kn ws 
th: this prec + Wi "and the pre- 


T8555 _ . ©» - FERzceS 


World's; yer we all-kno\ 
ſpeak only" of the Power 


Prejudice. Thy 
the'Pa 


Ages,madeit phone = y d 
{wade Men t to renounce: 


rance to: 

which I alleadg 
and immemorial 
Pts Pri ones 


jon 3 and a 
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never. heard of any other, 
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-from; a pure © Church, ac is SS 
i - I : = Shs 2 
a 


Church and--a;eraly boneſt Kati is 


y careful to avoid every 


{in;/'and 


Nw much afraid of the Gaof of Separa- 
_ tion; --as. the fin of a. corrupt. and 
idolatr@us. Worſhip p. - Now 'when':we 
| conlider how-few there are that 'do 


this,*and how. much fewer there: are 


that-are capable of doing it 3-it-is too 
plain an Arg 


;'-that- moſt Menfe- 
arate from the Church, without know- 


ingany juſt cauſe and reaſori for its as 
to plain this Matter a little: MmOre/at 


"Y þ4 


-+Þ ſt 5 How fi: are ahaſes tube do 
examine the / Reaſons of their-Separa- 
tion? Not- but+ that: there are a: 


*& pwr 


ſome popular Talk againſt the Biſhox 
and/ Forms. of Prayer, and: Cer * 2 
nies, ec. but: to--examine the cabs 
of. Things, is: very different from: be- 
ingable tomake ſome ſlight Obje&ions 
phich bave been nfivcrod an kundred 


Times. For to- examine things; /is im- 


artially to weigh: and conſider both 
4 the Queltion, to avoid no dit 


i Ii 


reat | 
many - who furniſh themſelves! wi 


culty, to-canſider what is | ſaid for 
- and againſt ron, and-:to- —_ 
gy; S £4 $A _ 
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" theballacice Gdquat head 
Aﬀettion:do'not turn the Scales inftead 
Th Reaſon: : Now there are:two- great 
Eaults:which Men are-oominonly gull? 
tyaf 39 this: Matter. 

Fire i'That they dþ not carefully 
Wares 4 both bang : of the Qtſtion 4 
poſbibly they »read fuch-Bobks- as-are 
writ-againft the Church of Erglond} 
and ſojuftify'a Separation, but do-Hot 
with- the\ſfame 9: 87 "read thoſe: Books; 
which prove the ſinfulneſs of Separa+ 
tion;: and juſtify the Communion':of 
the::Churth' of England; - They! have 
the Arguments for the Church of .Byg- 
lindodnly-at Ro —_ hand, Fre thoſe 
who; pretend to anſwer! t ut ne- 

ver Jook: into the'Books: thewſUves : 

| And E-d6: R_ omg this rate /'of 
exanit Menicontinue Separa- 
Ge Nietar canbe faid ui 5. 
foplirsrarc rofind any one Argument 
, or for Communion 

wah our Church, frichy reproſinted by 
thoſewho prerend.co anſwer it who 
eommonly pick our: fuch things a are 
leaſt'material, or 'do; not» conicern/ the 
main Controverſy;.and/ make a gteat 
noiſe arid flouriſh with: ſeeming v6 fy 
YN which: is nothing 20 the 
purpoſe, 


AY 


Church, without 4 thorough- 


| bib PR 


1ſt _ 


they know they'cannot an{wer. : ---- 
- Now whoever: ſeparates: from the * 
and-1m3 


e, but (ently paſs Over na - 


| exaniination of the-Reaſons of © 


tho he ſhould happen to: bein the 
right, is yet guilty of Schiſm 3.-that is, 
tho his Gamtion in it {elf conſidered 


be'no' Schiſm, becauſe there may be 


ſufficient Reaſons to juſtify: ſuch a Se> 


/ pardtiongyttthis being: more: than be 
a 


be preſumed to knaw,; he cons 
trads-the:guilt of >Schiſm;;for he le- 
parates without / cauſe, who:'does not 
know the :cauſe” of his Separatiofh 3 


and he cannotknow whether:.there be 
a/jnſt cauſe for'ir, who ſpatates before 


herunderſtands what 1s:{(ard-on-'both 
fides';: aswe /all-reckon that'Man pers 
jured, . who-Pwears nothing dt what. is 


traez bur: owes nog 11-10 be 


whe; 72:17 2 
3? atocomlty, aoches great-Faule.is 
Fhat Men's. Minds are commonly: by- 
aſſed by ſome Intereſt and: Affection, 
which weighs much 'more:: than : any 
ontrary' Reaſons. can : do's by one 
means or other they fall i-love wich 
Sohifar. and: Separation; and; thety fer 


their wits on Work 'to-defendiit; and 
N. 2 thoſe 


force Men: wo believe- that which they 
. have no mindito believe. 

If itbe objected, Char: "RE 45a Ell 
common to both fid {There arefew 
Men, 'whicts fide- rare they areiof; 
but ate (greatly inclined:to- Groth 
ang/ to help! out a weak Argument, 
which' is too light; with ſonic grain8of 
Allowance: '. I Anſwer, Poſlibly with 
moſt Men/it may-be fo5:and in-many 
caſes it may 4 fo; far/ from being/a 
Faulle,”ithat\# is both/4nnocent and 
uidfal,” and an Argument - of great 
Vertue'and:Goodneſs.3/but-the Fault 
and-the-Danger 'is, when-the, Byaſs 
ſtands'thewrong way. As for Inſtarice, 
a good Mans: as ſtrongly inclined to 
believe *that;:there: is: a-God, and-to 
wiſh and: hope that” there-1s one, as a 
bad Man is to believe that there is-no 
God, and- to wiſh-that .there- were 
none: - Hereare nclms tions-and-Pte- 
Judices! on-both: fide, and! yet'it-1sa 
. vertue'it1a:gdod Man; andia'great-ſin 
ew al Byard cnn, nd gn 
tura A tron, anda 
of Vert CO ICI, 
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of ther Separation.” 
: >Thas its; here, 'the!: Laws of the * 
Goſpel; which ſo ſtridtly require Chri- 
| ſtian Love'and:Unity as a molſtrneceſ- 
fary Duty, and efſential to the: Chri- 
ftian- Profeffion, clap' a Byafs upon 
true Chriſtians Minds, which ſtrongly 
mclines them to-maintain and preſerve 
the:/Peace and good Unity of the Chri-- 
fttan Church, where they can preſerve 
without an apparent injury to. com- 
mon Chriſtianity 3 and therefore this 
makes them/put fayourable and:candid 
Conſtructions upon every thing, and 
not 'make a breach without abſolute 
neceſlity ; and-if they ſhould 'miſtake 
here, it 1s an Error on the right fide 
but an. inclination to Separation is a 
falſe Byaſs, contrary. to the Genius 
and Spirit of the Goſpel, which in- 
clines'Men to Peace and Union, and: . 
1s uſually the-effect of ſome vicious in- 
diſpoſition: of Mind 5 and if:Men's 
Reaſon and Judgment be perverted by 
{ach an unchriftian. Inclination, it will 
aggravate their:Guilt and Crimez):and 
therefore 1t//greatly concerns all Men, 
who love their Souls, and would avoid 
the Gutlt- of :Schiſm, not to be in love 
with: Separation, which will .fo-blind 
their Minds, : that they ſhalt -neyer dif- 


_ 6h. N'3; ae 


es | eyer beable to deliver themſelves from 


2 cover how: Ginful and- cauſleſs; it is, nor 


= 1©with all their reading and ſtudy; and 
it 15.4 mighty ſuſpicion, that Men are 
in love with Separation, when they are. 
ſo induſtrious to hunt for Doubts and; 
Scruples, and little cavilling QbjeRi- 
ons, which all the lovers of Peace and 
Unity, at the firſt Propoſal, ſee the 
folly and weakneſs of, while fach lear- 
ned Rabbies are held faſt in the Cob- 
webs of their awp ſpinni1 ng. 


. Secondly; As there are great num- 
hers of Men who ſeparate from the 
Church of: Exg/and, without an impar- 
tial: Examination of the Reaſons-of 
their Separation : ſo there are a great 
many who are not capable of ſuch In- 
quiries 3 and yet they ſeparate alſo at 
all adventures as others do. 

A many ſuch Men there are 
who a" by their Labour, - and have 
not time for ſuch Studies, or it may be, 
cannot read, or however: were never 
| ron the ds ps we and rea- 

, and- therefore 
miſtaken jn ſuch Matter 
y upon. their own.” 
| Kings that REY ; 


to juſtify. ack 7G that they, have > 
hos taught 9. call the Biſhops / Ati. 
chriſt: .our Miniſters 
Prieſts, a al our Common Prayer the 
Mafs-Baok ; and kneching at the Sacra- 
ment + pA 'y, YT the Surplice a Rag 
of the Whore of. Babylon, and Ich kind 
of. Rhetorical Figures (which ſignify 
nothing but to make a noiſe 190 re 
ignorant People). Theſe Men muſt be 
acknowledged to. be &iley of Schiſm 
an ſeparating:from a Church, without 
knowing any juſt reaſon for their Se- 
Paration. 
I can think but of two or three 
things that.can be anſiyeredto.this. 
Firſt, That. tho they are ignorant 
themſelves, yet they are di 5 2g by 
wiſe.and good Men, who underſtand 
the reaſon of theſe things. | 
Secondly, That this Objection does 
as well lie roi thoſe ignorant. Peq- 
ple who-live.in, Communion. with the 
Church: of England, as againſt thoſe 
+ who. ſeparate, for they both under- 
ſtand -— Reaſans of eh, alike. 
And thirdly, That pecording to this 
mb ot Spin ,.luch Men. are nat ek 
aling, any Religign, but 
=_ waſte che Rh won ff Goon 


ry, 
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. As for the firſt, That tho they are 
| egy ther:ſelves, they follow the 
iretion of wiſe and good Men, who: 
know the Reaſons of theſe things 3 T 
would ask them this Queſtion, who 
made theſe wiſe and good Men their 
Guides? and how do they know that 
they have any reaſon themfclves for _ 
what they do ? eſpecially ſince other as 
wiſe and good Men fay, that they have 
none ; and ſuch Perſons are as unable 
to know who is 1n the right, as they 
are to diſcern the Controverſy 3 and 
yet they do in a manner determine the 
Controverſy, by chufing Separatiſtsfor 
their Guides, and reje&ing thoſe whom 
the Providence of God, and the Laws 
of the Land have appointed to be their 
Guides. ' It is plain,- fuch Menas theſe- 
want Guides to dire& them, and yet 
in ſuch Controverſies' as theſe, know 
no 'more ' whom 'to chnſe for: therr 
Guides, than which fide to take; and 
therefore it is much the fafeſt for them 
(becauſe it will admit -of the beſt ex- 
cuſe if they ſhould err) to follow the 
direfion of thoſe Guides ' whom' the 
"Providence of God has 5 
its _ 


for if they chiſeGiides of their own, 
and heap to' themſelves Teachers, having 
 #fching Ears,and thereby miſcarry,they 
maſt blame themſelves, but will have 
no Defence and Apology to make at 
the Tribunal of 'God. 

As for the ſecond, That this Obje- 
ion equally lies againſt thoſe igno- 

. rant People in our Communion, - as 
againſt thoſe who ſeparate, for cheybork 
underſtarid the reaſons of things alike : 
The Anſwer is very plain, *#z. there 
' is not ſuch a particular knowledg of 
things required to live in Communion 

with a Church, wherein we were ba 
tized and educated, as there is to 9 
parate from it ; for Separation con- 
demns the Communion of that Church 
from which we ſeparate as unlawful 
and finful, it divides the Unity of 
| the Church, which when it is cauſe- 
leſs, isa very great fin; and therefore 
before Men: venture to ſeparate, they 
- ought to be very well aſfiired, that 
the Communion of ſuch a Church is 
. ſinful; which they cannot do without 
| hich they knowledg of thoſe things 
ich they condemn as ſinful, and the 
reaſons pewey: they do ſo. 'To# hold 
Communion with the Chureh Kherein 
: we 


uires a very 
SIT itz Megan lain ray = 
are ſtrangers to ſuch. Sdbcilties, ſhould 
leave learned Men to wrangle: among 
themſelves, and: keep cloſe. to the Com 
munion of the Church, till they could 
produce ſome ſuch Reaſons againſt. 
as all honeſt Men may: underſtand.as 
well as themſelves 3 but this: will. be 
better underſtood by. the Anſwer. to 
the Objection 3 which 4s this... + 
Thirdly, That according . to; this 


mp of Cage get. , ſuch Men _ not. al 
O ANY Religion, , ut 
m_ take the Religion of . their Coun- 


try as they ind whether it be Page- 
| ometiſee ;. butthis 
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cernible;and more eaſily ndwiide by RSA 
the moſt illiterate: People, than the Gaps, $41 
Diſpute about Ceremonies, Church- 
Government; and Diſciplines and 
therefore thoſe who are not capable of 
judging in theſe Matters, may yet- be 
_ able. to chuſe the Chriſtian Reli jon, 
"and to rcje(t both Paganiſm and Po- 


_ 

The truth of Chriſtianity does not 
depend upon ſome nice and curious 
ours on the authority of 
MI, which! is ſo ſenſible an Argu- 
' ment, that the meaneſt People under- 
| ftand it, as wellas the greateſt Philo- 
" Shane by Clai-and hs Apatin 

A 
the - knowledg of which is conveyed 
down to us #1 the Writings of the 
New Teſtament, and which have been 
owned in all ſucceeding Ages of the 
Churgh till our days, do as certainly 
prove the truth of that Rdligion, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, 
asif we had heard God ſpeak in an 
andible Voice from Heaven to us; and 
is a ſufficient reaſon to believe 
whatever he has revealed, though we 
cannot perfettly underſtand all the dif- 
Aa of it. | _ 
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Manynat capible! 
And when we. have' once embraced 


Gs 'L Chriſtianity, we- have the Writings 
of the ot 00% and Apoſtles! to: be 
the: Rule of our Faith Ti: Practice; 

and therefore whatever is expreſly for- 

bid in thoſe Writings, -- every | Man, 


without :any great skill in Controver- , 


ſy,. knows. to: be unlawful, as bang 
contrary to the revealed Will of God 
and by this means the plaineſt Country- 
man may underſtand the difference, be» 
tween Popery, / and Reformed Chriſti-. 
anity ; the-peculiar Dodrine- of -the 
Roman : Church being. expreſly con+ 
trary to the -Dodrine and: Inſtitutions 
of our: Saviour ::. for --what - can. be. 
more expreſly-contrary to-the Goſpel 
than worſhipping Images, praying to 
Samntsand Angels, praying: in an un» 
known” Tongue, the half Communion, 
where the Prieſt drinks the Wine by 
himſelf, and gives nothing but a Wa- 
fer tothe People? theſe things require 
indeed great ſubtilty in the Church of 
Rome to' S-defoat them 3 ; but mY be. 
underftood and confuted - 

plaineſt Man, who is no Maſter: 
rilties. 7 at: 


2: t-: 98 te To So 7 0 
Butzthe Caſe is« S itedifferent in the 


Diſpure __ Ee Church of. —_ 


1 
/ 


tank ail Diſinanes > We. \defire no: 
more from. _— bur to ſhew us.y 


Phitoſo | MAY: underſtand, ME - 
2 W Tn: they/find that the Office 
| of a a Biſhop is Antichriſtian, which has 
beeti continued..irt.;the/ Church ever 
ſince the. Times..of -the Apoltles, od 
whoſe -Succeflors - they were, if. w 
will -believe-. the; Ancient, Parkes > 
Where. do they -read, hata form of 
Prayer is unlawful, when Chriſti him- 
af: gave. a_ Form of. Prayer; to. his 
Didgles 5 ;. and. the Book. of P/alavs 
Ao an. hundred and f 0s 


in —_ Publick Worſhip > 

they. find that:the Ceremonies of; "our 

Church are. 1d nd Supexſtit 
Qus,'when they.can Salk no. Tex 
ofeora they. are fo 


fob aj Is hp neal 


111A 


1 


which they underſtind 


g. "And yer there is a 
S than eh cob known, 
E. 'theit- 


: ooibovie foie Fink in. 
yr Contr, they muſt fitter i in- 
G's [Whethet gin © wg 
Tels Defefs and Imperſtipns, 0 
whether they be Sms > Whether they 
Potlute the Communicants,' and make 
nor} unlawful > Whether they 
be only ative or paſfive in it > Whe- 
ther, ſappeling the wearing of a Sur. 
pliee were ſuperftitious, all thar are 
preſent ar the Publick Prayers, _ 
difowt flick; Superſtition, are yet 
Nor ir, pans ſeparate to | pre 
Ir Innocence, and to Jeclare rheit 
ination offachSuperſtitio 5 whe- 
ther the Child; who is figned with the 
ſign of the Gros at Baptilm, be ever 
the- a, who "ih — whether the Pa- 
—_— Ww (4 a- G | 
; 1/ their —_ it, | 


whether Fall take ylig en 
WI TRE Lhe "Mattets' * 
ods a? keg 


upon t: 


+ 


A. 


- I.th; | add bur one: thing more, = 
I to. > the: al of. theſe - 1 


that jan Bros derin =_ they behave 
themſelves towards th 


Man, 
eſpecially when! : dſlets from Publick 
Conſiaons, 4 pt modeſt 'and 
peaceable <1 ati ſuch Men think 
It very well if they have leave to dit }F._ 
ſent, and quietly withdraw, tho they Wy 
have got leave to vility the eſtabliſhed Þ} 
Religion, nor undermine publick Con- 
ſtitutions 3 b; and tho'they cannot obtain 
thus much favour, bug, are. perſecuted 
for a good Conſcience, , ul they. __ 
fer. _patienaly 2 after. : ts, 


theig, great. Maſter, who; when __ : 
reviled, pa] wot. 4 


| Gin, zwhen ” ff 
fered,, threatued Sw = hiae 


bw to him, who. js 


Heal Dona 1 
- Lays made”. .apiinſt that by 
*; Theog ras the Einperor 3 and . 
| tho: one of thoſe: Laws were 
Jearce ever Lxdntes » yet they ſet 
bs P mighty ery,aggravat ed eve: 
19 tittle rhatter #0 caſt an odinns 
apr the Government, complain-. 
ed that. they” were; injuriouſly. 


handled, that. their Cauſe was' never 
fairly heard and-detertuined by its intrin- 
fic "Merits, but oppreſſed with Force and 
Power. And: how parallel: this Story 
isto: the caleof: FIRE: in theſe yy [ 


er, et © Man) as my Gchidariths in the 
World-ever did 5 who neither \expreſs . 
ang regard-to- Princes, nor to-Truth 
Honeſty,-1f they: can but ſerve 
theyp: Caſe by caſting. dirt upon the 
zovernment;.-or blaſting the Reputa- 
rion-of vertuous and peaceable Men, 
who :will-not. run-/beadlong into' the 
ache Excelles with: :themſclves. 
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is, cakes FONG were ſeveral © 


" Optatiom. 


wal: am Laos, than are 2 Gt o& Kee 2 
rho ſeparate from out. Churek,and for IJ 
thatreaſon, are; reckon'd. among the . 
Sally Ars ;whotake as little care to 
their Tongues" or:\Pens. (tho 


Conrrnnd < vi TE 


karum legum executio 
effer, ' Donatiſiz tamen 
invidioſe, odioſcq;clama- 
bant, feſe injuſte vexarty 
[ * eauſam tuam non jure 


» {ed vi opprimi ;, de- 
foi Hiſt, Afric, apud 


F- will 
not 


RS 


ſome Men, out * a preten 

ſcience, are: guilty of ſhch ts; anc 
lewd PraQices, as they -are- not willing 
to hear of again, and think't 
" | flanderedif| they do: Alb that I ſhall 
ſay of it'is only this,” That a tender 
Conſcience never /teaches'Men to're- - Þ 
vile and reproach "their Governorsz þF 
y but this has been the PraRtice and Ch: 1 
E. TE rafter of the moſt nfurnous Hereticks 

: and Sc i wy k he be 
ws, £ of Chri ;anitys” -$E.'F ive 
a preat many hard words to ſome Men 
; in hisdays, whicky Fam -not -willi 
to apply "to four ho) ours, —_—_ 1 


ties, | Tet 'Michael 166 | 
| contending with the Devil, be difiude: 
about the Body of Ws durſt uot "Ix 


evil of tho thing which Fe he 
4: not—Wo unto them, X nvbey dune 

: | in the way of Cain, and Yam { 
& ter the Error of Balaam 'for R 
E | periſied in the gain-ſaying of © 
S - are ſpots in your Feaſts of G 
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| pc Principe. 
B tho fot with zo, frding emer Cf 
Water FE +) Winds: Tres 


= © with that ddmirable 
Rule of St. Aut in, in anſiver 1 to Porn” 


-Sifbocoer arveds what be- oo TO rel quod po- 
Fe Reaſon and Diſcourſe, and | teſt arguendo corrigit,vel 


corrigere non po 
ſhuts ont or days aſide what Fs re 3 falyo pacis vinculo, 


#20t capable 0 of amendment, as F exeludir, vel quod ſfalvo 
far as his may confest with the | pacis vinculo  excludere 


4 xelt, zquirate im- 
ion of Chriſtian Peace | pr. Be ſrmmicare luppor= 


ved Unity, and. modeſtly dif fs bie cli paciticus, 
dllows, and yet NS ET 
Carmot be wo nears without - 

Peace of the C ons this is 
the tree wn Peace gs 


YE =y 2 int) 


bo INTO? > CY ; "Ay: 
LISLE My Bi C Le ; 8. 


1 Þ nes to. ne, yr Pre: 
Ne dobich ſome . have. entere 
pn .q poor? the. _ vo the 
Church Lg nd.” "454 


6267 bn. I 


T Shall now lay. dows. Fg be 
Principles, which may, contribute 


- ri toads thefatifaction of Men's Minds, 


to remove their P; wires againſt the 
Worlbip of our Church... - 

The things cpramonly, objefted,: to 
drive away, our People, from theCom- 
munion of . our. Pariſh.C urches, Es, are 
the Government of the Church by. Bi- 
ſhops, the,unlawfuloeſs. of Forms of 
. Prayer, the Surplice, the Cros in Bap- 
_ tiſm, and Kneeling at the Sacrament, 

and ſuch like 3 which concern the uſe 
of ſome indifferent and uncommanded 
things in Religious Worſhip. For we 
have always challenged our Adverſa- 
ries, ; tÞ produce,any one expreſs Law 
of Chriſt, which is contradi&ed and 
: broken, by the Conſtitution. of our 
| Church, 


On 
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Geural Orfubranhs, & Ec 


Church, or-the Adminiſtratisn-6f dur 
Religious Offices; they' could never + 


prodiice any yet; and I atm ſafetnever 


can.  Andif Men will abuſe arid? (te 


themſelves, with ſome fancyfuk Appli- 


cations of Scripture, and remote ahd4t- 


logical Conſequences, there is n& help 
that1 know'of'; 'fince - it is\an\erdlers: 
work to anſwer - all ſach cavils.” > For: 
Men, who can make Obje&ions' with= 
out any juſt; Reaſon, may: at the fame 
rate return anſwers too,” without end 7 
Therefore, the beſt and ſhorteftivay "FE 
can think of, is, to lay'dowtt ſome Tuch' 
general Coriliderations, as" may" ſatisfy" 
all; honeſt and' reachable Minds,'' that 
tho it is poſſible to raiſe/ ObjeQtions' a-' 
gainſt any thing; yer thoſe Obje&ions 
mult. prove fallacious, which'contradicy 
other great and-apparent Triiths.” fate 
Iſhall reduce what I have to fay, "to 
theſe four general Heads... 

-Firſt, The Confideration of the Na- 
ture of God. 

Secondly, The Nature and Def gn 
of the Chriſtian: Religion. -- > 

'Thudly, The Example of Cbriſt- | 

| Fourthly, The Example ofthe Apo- 
ſioliok and Primitive Churches inthe 


firſt ages of Cheiſtiaviry 


"ISL O 3 Firſt, 
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Job. 4. 24. 


f 


Ecclef. 5. 2. 


4 >rſhip £ And that 1  Þ be beſt Wor- 
bips: which 1s molt ſuitable to his N4- 
ooo 5 ivy the 
i 4 
bins, muſt — him In Spirit 
andin Truth, * Ald thus the wiſe Mati 
argnes, God is in Heaven, and thou up+ 
on Earth, therefore let thy Word) be few. 
Now; t to apply this briefly ro our 
preſent Caſe 3 can any Man, who'coh- 
fiders what. God i is, | 1hagine; that be 
will be > gen with his Creatures, 
for ; offe heir Prayers and 
ThankCg) givings + "69 hin in a prousand 
ſober. Sc ot Words ? - Can God be 
pleaſed with the volubility of” the 
Tongue, or a of 5D Ql 


variety of pos J ; 


with a Re 2) > Maſje- 
ſty,and o_ up it Gifs to kia if, 
grave and confiderate Won s$ > Will a 
Father rejet the Petxions of his Child; © 
if as'often as bis Wants require, ke” uſes 
the ſame Words, wha he asks the fame 
thing 2” Does a'Prmce Ike a _ 
FFmparary Hare” when' hiv Sa < 


W235 


ETe'« TT 
bega. Boone ode ora 
s Cha 
4 ; RATS Perition? "=P; Y 
T be © wiſe Man, rai ſure, tells us, that bs & 
few and becoming Words, are more 
_—_ tothe Majeſty of God, and 
prefitive of that Liſtance which 
ty SR him and us: and therefore, 
| are more a ble. to the nature of 
publick Worſhip, which is only an ex- 
ternal ſignification of the Reverence 
and Devation of the Mind. ; 
.-. Prayer is a-necef{ary part of natural 
1: | Religion + and was a Duty incumbent 
[| on Mankind, before God made any o- 
ther revelation. of his Will, than by 
Natural Reafonz and therefore, the 
_ of Mankind is a very proper 
udg, 1n what manner we mu t pray to 
30d, unleſs there were an expreſs po- 
tive Law 'made about it. . Revelation , 
uggeſt new-matter for our- Pray- 
T -dire& usto y to God in the 
band ering. of the _ 
doly Jeſus: But Words, hs” Poſtures, . 
and other external Circumſtances of _ 
Prayer, which are not expreſly deter- 
1-6-7 by Revelation, may be determi- 
ned by humane Prudence; for there 
could b no other rule for theſe "Mat- 
tans, before God revealed his Will,and 
 oWF4 x 


. 
ey 


I 


who 1s. our (cr iagine, tat C 


nc we cannot 1 


diſcovers his Will tous, -partly:by: the 
Light of Reaſon, -and partly by: Reve- , 
latiqn, ſhould be-angry cus his Crea- 
tures, for following the +beft Reaſon 
they have 3 -nay, for governing thetm- 
ſclves by the publick Reaſon and Au- 
thority of Church and State. 

. Whoever only conſiders the Nature 
of Gad, and the reaſon. of things, muſt 
certainly judg it. fitter to meditate be- 
fore hand;-and to take. Words withus, 
when we approach the Preſence of ſo 


great a-Majeſty, than to venture ſaying 


any thing which comes-next s and net- 
ther the Nature of God,northe Reaſon 
of Man, condemns any external Cere-- 


monies for Decency and Orderand an 


uſeful Si nificatiori, but. baye-taught 
Monkey to ule them'in-all Ages oftho 
World, and under all Forms ofReligi- 
ON, Whatever Religious Rites-are' a 
Diſkonour and Reproach-tothe Divine 
Nature, 'orunbecoming theScriouſhels | 
and. Solemnity: of : Worſhip; natural 
Reaſan LS as Idalatrous or St 


per- 


pioſtiiarsalels eng iy hoDic 
gay ae ware /condeaned, 


"> rape/ar FA I wemay partalady Noa 
; conclude, thatthere can be no-ititrin- — 2M 
fick evilin:theſe things; -which atenei 
ther xepugnarit tothe Nattire*of God, 
novthe Reaſon of Manz. much leſs ear | 
ola yy or Snperiiition,' to to: 1ſe a 
= Ceremonies inReligious Worthip; for 
t  Idolatry and Snperitition-are not tnade 
j ſo:by ſve) Laws :and [Inftitutions : 
| batto worſhipafalſe God,orto pay ſuch | 
a falſe Worſhip tothe true God; cas is a 4 
roach to his Nature,is Idoldttys aid 2 
Sperſtiion conſiſts /m falſe Notions; | J 
1nd Klenmay to:the' Nature of Worſhip, 


| oak, of Superſtition . 
uling very lawful- and -. 
;"when-by an'abuſed * - 
BD. and' ill inftriited Conſcience, "Ml 
Gn ___ —_— ney ren finful ] 
pon £ think-they | 
ſhall-dif- | 3 
Frm ing in: their | ; 
3 own Nature:indi ,  and-netther 
2H good we r bad, buy: ng as) they | 


ger heli 


* I b: Le. care . _ inward Devotion. 
> noW,' our Saviour te: Ear $i 
of Samaria, to worſhip. God in Spirit 
and Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſach to 
worſhip bins. God is a Spirit, and they 
that worſhip hin, mu worſhip him: in | 
Spirit and in Truth: hich our Saviour. 
does riot oppoſe to.external and bodil 
Worſhip, [which is the only. viſible 
Vorſhip God can wen in this ge 
O G 
| io - or to ſuch ex- 
| Worſhip, \'as.1s ſep arated from- 
ne Devotior of the Mind, when Men. 
draw nigh to him with their Lips, but. 
their Hearts are far from hins. So that, 
if we: can offer np. adeyout Soul to. 
God, in a Form of Pray er, if ” EX: 
ternal Ceremonies of Religior/'do not 
hinder the Devotion of the Mind: and 
Spirit, :{o far we do not. contradi& or: 
oppoſe: the nature of Chriſtian Wor; 
ſhip :. and if. Men do fink down into: 

_ an external. Form of Religion, and-ne-: 
ver raiſe up their Hearts ro,God, the. 
rae! is not mor i i 
or STOR, at -- 


-ufing a Form';':when we havemothittg 
-to.'do,' but to. offer up ouri'Souls'to 
_-God, without ſetting ourinventions 
{upon-theRack; what to ſay. 'Anex- 
:temporary | Prayer'is as much-a Form, 
'and does as much confine ng ane the 
- Spirit. in all, - butothe ' Speaker;//as a 
Zook-Prayer does 2:and js 1s A very 
ſorry Devotiomat beſt, which owes its 
; Heates and Paſſions, not toan inward 
Senſe of God,”-but /to:a” muſical Voice, 
 earncſtneſs in-the Speaker, ' ſarpriſin 
Ivaacion, or popular Rhetorick. - 
| AS Our, Saviour 'sdefign wasto fe 
bgion' of Ty pes and Shadows :- 
ber p not- in (wes this, while he was 
- upon the Earth,hecauſe the Jewiſlr 
- conomy was riot:ended,all things were 
notfultilled, winch were necelfary'to 
| pat arreng to that State, till-Chriſt di- 
ed 3:nor did-his:Apoſtles doit: imme- 
diately, : at Jeaſt:not inall-places,bur 
. yielded to Jewiſh: Projuices) andin- 
"G__ Jewiſh-Converts- in their-Ob- 


ſervation 


S- 


ua al Profs, bur ſor what PRA 


more ſerious: "Devocioh gh Piety in - 


+0 
and Ats 2£,20,24 ® 
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our criici- 


Chap. "Ne 


with reſpe&tto' ſuch Cuſtoms: as theſe, 
That the "Kingdom of God. is mot Meat þ,, i, 19; 
and Drink , but Righteouſneſs and Peace - 

and Foy in the Hely Ghoſt ©\ that is, that 
Chriſtian Religion does notconfiſt in 

ſach ſorry things, as eating or not eat- 

ing-ſfuch and ſuch Meats, but Chriſt ex- 

pets from us true and (ſincere Piety, as 

theonly thing that can recommend us 

toGod. Such SuperſtitiousCuſtoms ag 

theſe, are very different from the Cir- 
cumſtances and Ceremonies'of Religi- 

ous Worſhip, unleſs we think it: the 

ſame thing, 'to hope to merit Heaven 

by going a Pilgrimage, by profeſiing 

. Poverty, Celibacy, and blind Obediz= 

- ence, by abſtaining from Fle(h 1n- Lex, 

and ſach kind of vain Superſtitions 3 as 

it is to weat a 'Surplice in the time of 

Divine Worſhip, or to receive the 

Lord's Supper upon our Knees, as an 

external Expreſſion of Devotion; not 
as meritoriousSuperſtitions. el 

12,37 Pp The 


[ 


of Frome bur i is pl, wn er 
our Saviour," nor-St- Pay, meant. any 
thing like them 3 for they do-not: Ipeak 
of any:Cireumftatces or Appendages w 
Religious. Worſhip, but.of ſuch arby- 
. trary Superſtitions, as:they turned: .11- 
to formal Atts of Religion. + 
The fourth does not much concern 
our preſent Argyment,. the difference 
Chriſt put. between the: Subſtantial,and 
the Inſtriimental parts of Worſhip, any 
otherwiſe-than: to--mind -us,” that we 
muſt notlook-upon any Ceremonies as 
 parts-of: Yorlhup, ime 4 decent manner - 
of performing it : That our acceptance 
with God:depends upon nothing, that -: 
1s meerly external, but-on the Devoti- 
on of che-Heart and Soul, exprefied i in 
fuch becoming Words. and- 'Bebaviour, 
as may} chakiei it viſible and” exemplary 
to others; and:this is exatly. the Do- 
 rine- of owr Church, and-if any Men 
think,/:that ſuch external. Expreſſions | 
of Hononr-will pleaſe; /God,”- without | 
the Worſbipiof | the Mind-andSpirit 5 - 
they muſtcanſwer; for themſelves, ar 
ſhe owns no: ſuch- - Principles," _ 
| takes 


takes care to. inten her Children 


better, 

An "Iideckitilns this ſhould be ab 
SASon to Mens Minds, that 
theeftabliſhed Worſhip of our Church, 
has nothing contrary to the nature and 
deſign of Chriſtianity ; from whence it 
- follows; that; Men may. be very good 
Chriſtians, while they live in Commu- 
nion with our Church 5 and: then TI 
doubt, they cannot be very good Chris 
ſtians when they forſake it; for no- 
thing but anapparent and manifeſt dans 
ger of ſin,can juſtify ſuch a Separation. 

+2; But let ns now further conſtder, 
bow the Worſhip of our Church is ju- 
flified by the Principles of Chriſtiani- 
ty. We do not pretend that there.is an 
_ expreſs command to pray always by a 
Form, or to inſtitute and appoint rh 
ficant Ceremonies, in the Worſhip of 
God'z--but there ifenough in the: Goſ- 
pel of our Saviour to juſtify (ach Practi- 
ces: as briefly, to: point to fome few 
things 5 Z 
-/2x.- Our Saviour. himfclf taught his 
Diſiples to pray by a Form, Qur Fa- 
#her which art in Heaven, &c, | And if 
you will allow that it was lawful” for 
I Xo pray in theſe waxds, though 
F-2 you 


" aps. 


. 
% 
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Arguments fromthe Nature 
you ſhould: ſuppoſe, that they were 
not always bound to uſe it, it plainly 
'proves, that the. Chriſtian Religion 
does not forbid praying by a Form-3 
for if it be ' lawful to pray by a Form; 
even of Divine Inſtitution,then aF orm 
as a Form cannot be unlawful. ; i: 
2. Our Saviour has no where pre- 
ſcribed the particular Circumſtances of 
Religious Worſhip, and yet no Religi- 


ous Action can be performed withovt 


ſome Circumſtances or other 3 he has 
commanded us to pray to God in his 


Name, to commemorate hisDeath-and 


Paſſion 4n his laſt Supper, and'has com- 
manded his Apoſtles to baptize all-Na- 
tions 7x the Name o (4 the Father, and _ 
the Son, and of the Huly Ghoſt > 


how oft we muſt pray, and 4 fawn 


this Heavenly Feaſt, in what Place; -in 
what Poſture, in- what Time, he; has 


not told 'us. He has preſcribed/the 
Form of words in Baptiſm, but not 


- any one Circumſtance z and yet it is 


certain, there muſt be ſome Circum- : 
ſtances for every Action, for the more 
decent performance, and greater ſo- } 
lemnity of. ſuch myſterious Rites; 


-and therefore we may well conclude, 


that our Saviour left all ſuch to the | 
order 


Rk 4 DYE ps Nv, 

yah. 
by, iS V7 BF 
- 


of Chriſtian Religion,” | 
order. and direction” of his Apoſtles 
_ anditheirSucceffors.in all Ages, as may 


 tend:imoſt to the preſervation of vgod - 


Order, - and the edification.* 
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RAG 
Chap. 3.© 
CAR 


. Chiirch- For we muſt confi der: rhe 


difference between the Lay andthe 
Goſpel. - Under the Law Church 
' was man Tofant State, 
' under-Age; which is under Tators and 
Givech, and! therefore every. part 
of thab Typical Temple-Worſhip,' was 
exactly framed according to the: Pat- 
terminthe/ Mount. : | 
_.,Butithe Chriſtian Church i is atrived 
tola- full. Age, and: ſer at liberty by 


Fan Heir Gal. 4.1, 2. 


Chriſt front the Yoke of -Bondage, and Gal. 5. I. 


therefore is not under fervilereftrainrs, 
but:'has/'the Gavernment of its.own 
_ Adtians," according+ to the general 
Rules and Preſcriptions of -the Goſpel. 
Not: that every Cxtficulag.Chriſtiat is 
at liberty to warlliy God as he pleaſes, 
which could bring nothing but confus 
fion-and diſorder into the Church, bur 
3s 'to be: under the Government: and 
DireGion of his Spiritual Guides and 
Paſtors, while they keep within the 
General Rules of the Goſpel : But the 
Chriſtian Church enjoys that Liberty 
£3 which 


CAS ehichrihe Jewith G had: z” 
Pay KT I. they pag error oro chabge__ 
| _ = and: alter the externaE Circumſtances 
of 'Worſhip, as the Necefſlities of 'the 
Chureb,, _ tlie: Edification of: uw 


ar | chibſe\ Men miſtaſtow} 
| geetrom Moſes. toiChriſt, that 
Chriſt is as: faithful at leaſt as'\ Moſes 
was; and therefore. ſince Moſer gave 
them an 'exa@ »plarform of 'We 
from which they-muſt not vary mh the 
leaſt purGilio ; therefore 'they''icons 
dude; :that 'Chriſt thath  done'!{d too, 
tho they cannot! ſhew where he: has 
done-it; 'that he his preſcribed ſiich/an 
exat: Form 'of Government, - /Difeis : 
pline, -and Worthip»inithe-Chardh/ias | 
perpetually obliges'iiall - Chriſtiahs' : 
whereas we imanſb- obſerve, that there 
wasno'Chriftian Church formed iv-our 
'Saviour's Days: but he communica- 
ted with his Diſciples in the: Jewiſh 
Church while he: lived, /and givethem 
Authority:and Power to form*Chur- 
_ ches-after )his 'Refirrreftion. ':Btit'we 
muſt obſerve the eifference'the Apo. 
ftle makes between! Do ES 


that 0N6 was' 


ot 


(2 


bl 


Son; Now 5: Gereage 
exadtly follow. his Rules and.Ox 
but a Fon phenags his oh Houſe with 


their Ps FR them: 5 bur.C 
who-is the'Son and; Heir, -and 34 of 
all, hay. made; us Sons-and. Freemen 
to9:3 and.therefore does ngt. give ſuch 
particular Laws about OI little Cir- 
- cumſtanee,. but-expets from us 3 mOre 
manly and generous Obedience. - 

And indeed there was great-reaſon 
why the- Jewilh, Workki > ſhould be . 

Y -pre .by God; begauſe- it 

was typical of. Chaift and:the- ſtate of 
the Goſpel, itwas a viſible Propheſy 
of things to agine, agd therefore could 
 bedrawnby no Other.hand, bur that 
which wag:guided by, an Qmniſcient 


—_— 


:the. Apis os 
pier rant, for 
ch wer e 


he - Jews af) ho: were not: .under 
 fock Sonligenens 5. by cas. 
tar 5 : Or- 


dared by their own pruder | 
ons: They ordered the baptizin | 
of Proſelyees without any command 
| in their Law for it; "which 
our Saviour made the "Sacrament of 
our Admiſſion into” his Church y and 
that Bread and Wine, which by the 
fame "Authority was added to the- 
Paſchal Sopper, was conſecrated by our 
Saviour as-a'' Feſtival Commemoration 
. of his broken Body,” and *his Blood 
ſhed for us and therefore we have 
little reaſory-ro' doubt, whether the 
Chriſtian Church has the ſame liberty 
which*the Jewiſh Synagogue had, to 
appointſach” Cireumſtatiees'and Cere> 
monies as are moſt ſuitable to- the leve- 
ral parts of Religious'\ Northi 
3- The Apoſtles, who' were autho 
rized by our Saviour to obs: Diſci- 
ples, ad to gather their into 


#ewk hed 


Comemunion, 


whichis even a he Rule of the x of o- 
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_y Aahea "which God hath Livere * { 
mw.general Rules leave Men at liber: ZGor.o Fl 
ty as*to particular Inſtances, becauſe a 
' gentral/Rule may be complied. with 
different ways, which are ſuppoſed £0 
bein his: choice who recelves lugtr: a 
le? EE Si 1 ihe 
= Thus we are- Latin to abey 
one witual Guides ::; Obey them who Heb. 13. 17. * 
have the: _ over iy Joke aye Lax cl 
ſelves, ey Warn: YOUr-D OHET, us 
they for muſt. 70s: accoun., that: they 
2249 do-it with: joy, 4nd nof*with-grief's 
Which:when ty 1s no fixt and ſettled 
knte of Government, | ſuppoles that 
many”things .are left. to the prudence 
and” diferetion /'of * the Governourss 
the natural Inference from - which 1s, 
thar'tho-there be no.expreſs command 
for:a Form of Prayets, or. ſignikicatit 
Ceremonies 3. yet: when they; ate, nr- 
dered.and: eſtabliſhed by _ ubited 
Wiſdom and Nncheinicy. of .Charch | 
and State, it is the Duty of every Ghri- os 
tian; willingly and:ehearfully, xo!a0m- == I 
ply/with them, : while-they agree widb = 1 
Soren wm of Gol] peWorkhp 
af IC OB ©3216] $564 affrs 
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ART I. of our Saviour while he converſed on 
VM theEarth, which is-a:moſt admirable = 

| Patternfor all Chriſtians to follow: -- 
Now obſerve, SIIRSe | 
viour-lived in:a very. 
ofi'the Jewiſh Church, when. ahew "I 
Prieſts, Scribes, and Phariſees, i;by _ 
thoſe Charadters whick he himſelfipives 
. of them, appear: to.be very vie: 
for ;\iyet be: tvedun the Communion 
of <e>Jewiſh 'Churchs : tho be . were 
the great -| cformerof Religion, F | 


ele Treple, and inthe: 55 
and obſerved: all -cheir Religious/F 
ag puntually: as: any! of/| then 
eration olight:to 
pr auonr tw thoſe: Men, :who 
[0g rin rv the Chureb, 
dnl preccoceinheds there are badMen 
10: ite VII YVÞ 7 111 3143-7 2346 | fs F 
Dios aur Boviimbaonſarcita touall 
thoſe laudabletand:!mnocent Ga 
—_ Jewiſh-Chutch; [which were> 
humane Inſtitution, and were not 
I | | founded 
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Nortip.-. This Feaſt," hough it 
were of "Hamahe Inffitirtion; our S4- 


and countenances the Solenitiity 
his own Preſence. Thus he conformed 


the ſaperſtidipus biiſe- © Bd of Divine 
Inftinnions,'*ho- deſpiſed rheir'Sacris 
foes, attd Oblations, /ahd "all theis 
extertaF'and Tolenir Hypoctifies, theis 
Lovell Pipltertes, ate cher Recent 
and teligiohs.Putifications;' Shes they 
placed their Rehp onha the bare! domg 
thoſe thittgs!'wichour attending to the 
end for whith'they were evirimanded 5 
does both pradile und allow thoſe hu- 
mane\ſnillicutions, which fexvedia 2D: 


" 


is aplain'A 
c Snjour dhd ror hiok 


+ {Fouts thr 


Gods NORTON Ton Things vault 
be owing om End 'apd- Uſe 
Kang; Jay able Cu 


vindication-of df: | the- oe 
Worſhip: of the Church, of Exglard - 
Where we bave 'not- a+plinand ex- 
pres Rule, Examples, which are great 
and ;gogd 'Qunes, - have. the [authority 
and face:of a Rule and he aend 54 
yery unreaſonable. Man, who will de- 
fire any 'better- Examples, than 'of the 
beſt og pure Churches.”! 
 are-offended at the Superiori- 
iy of Biſhops: over Preſbyrers, and the 
Inferior Elergy,” which'they fay-is ex- 
prelly. forbidden'by Chrift.; wars 


- 


of: FA Pages 4 Ga Lardfbi 


them, and they that ; exerciſe: 


jos theer, care. cole Borefyltore; «ts C22. 


Je. ſhall-not be ſo, but he that is- greateiF 
atzong. y0u, let bins be as theiyourger; 

and.:he that is chief, as he that doth ſerve. 
In;which words it is plain our Saviour 


_ forbids! ſuch-kind of Authority ove ver. 


one-another,; -as the Gentile ' Princes 
exercilc over their SubjeRs 3. but that 
it ſhould forbid-all kind of Superiority 
among the Miniſters of the Goſpel, is 


contrary to the Example even: of the 
_ Apoſtolick Age.” The Apoſtles indeed 


were all equa], had no ſuperiority of 
Order or Power over one another.; © 
and our Saviour in this Place ſpeaks 
only. to the. Apoſtles--not-'to exerciſe 
Superiority over each other, for there 
was 4 ſtrife among them, which of them 


| ſhould. be. greateif : But: by our: Savi- 


our's own Inſtitution, the Office of an 
Apoſtle was ſuperior to the-Seventy 


Diſciples, whom he ſent out to.preach 
the Goſpel. - And after the Reſurrecti- 


3 onot Chuiſt, the Apoiiles. were ſi1- 
3 pream Governors of the Churchz and 


if we believe the firſt Records we have 
of the Chriſtian Church, Biſhops were 
the 


Red "Ne Tamas to play afide 
the Order, which has been made-the | 
moſt ſpecious Argument - againſt | the 
a pn, < an. to ſay no more, "Tf | 
whole —iiry _— Angjchviftian for | 
above fifteen hundred Years together, | 
from' the very Times of -the Apo J 
themſelves. | But if it bean Apo tolical 
Ocder,: I know not what Authority | 
any Man had to alter it 5-and for my 
own part;thigk that Communion ſafeſt | 
which'is moſt agreeable to the Partern 4 
of the :Apoſtolick Churches, - + 

' Others except againſt Fornis of 
Prayer.” ' Now'not to take notice that 
Forms of -Prayer were of old in uſe in 
the Jewiſh Church, and that our Savi- 
' our himſelf gave'a Form. of Prayer to 
his Diſciples, we muſt grant, that we 
have nocertain Credenoo ian the- wy. 
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po -2-pdiw which it isnot eve 


ſoftans Opinion, Tharth there wereir 
nlous Gifts je Prayer, As have was. of 


the! Gifaany motethen the Gift of Mi- 
acles,but there were ſome Perſons who 


made: it needleſs-1in that 'Age to have 
Forms of Prayer for Publick Worſhip 
and when [I ſee that Age of Miracles re- 


turn again, [ will-gladly renounce Li- 


| eurgy to join/n in{pired Prayers, . 


-But--as Miracles | ceaſed, ſo did the 
niignculous Gift of Prayer-; ; and: then, 
" the lame Father obſerves.the Church 

ipped God in allowed Forms; to 
be Ges 0 it was in his:days,and a great 
while before him. g; and- if we cannot 


trace it to its firſt Original, for want of 


early. Records 1n\'thoſe Matterss yet F 


think he muſt -be a -very ſcrupulous 


Man,: who: would refuſe to communi- 


__catewith:the Church in Conſtantine's 


Days, who cotapoſed Forms of Prayer 
ble 


had the Gift of -inſpired-Prayer for the - 
publick benefit of the. Church,, which 
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- And @ it coptiound: till che R mn} 
mation,- and the -Refor! \madeino } 
alteration i in it; for the iT anleem apr 1 
Bohemian Churches; the Zhurch of Ge- : 
neva, France, and' Holland, have'their 
Lyturgies and Forms of Prayer, and{o ; 
has the Church of England fince the- | 
firſt Reformation” of *it's and if not 

only allowed, / but adviſed by Mr: Caf- 


vin. himſelf till ſome Jeſuites in-Maſ- 


Foxes and 
Firebrand:, 


querade firſt ſet up that way of con- 
ceived and extemporary Prayers," on 
purpoſe to break good Order | in our 
Church, as we well are aſſured by _— 
credible TINY ; 


Others - (cru ple Cgnidoane: Sunlinns 
nies; | and. yet in the very ' Apoſtles } 
Days we find ſuch in uſe, which arenow } 
diſuſed, as the Holy Kifs, and the Love- 
Feaſt, which was "ap addition to the 
Lord's Supper, much more obnoxious 


.to cenſure than the Croſs in Baptiſin, 


and yet was retained for ſeveral Ages F 
in the. Church.” In Tertallian's and 
vi AINEs Times, we find a'great 
many 


13 m2: th wr - 
3.26t 30-2289J + = ih 1 bad 


+5 
4.3” TOfi I26t 11 eo aders NF 
gt: Aonrld $4 bagoi 16992 4 THE wa 
NIE, $1690 ir 4 300ds dowd); 
a bl ſonar bus s grooms 22516. Ho7 
" - T 


” 


7 


* 


Yer Tor 


x 


"oj 
— 


there is anyſt 
in the Church' 


i $5 fy 


«Fr — 


. Hiesof Religious 


upto Heaven. 


s 


p, much leſs Will 


$* 3s 
2a 1-Thaa 
x * Þ 


- 


IT 2, RL 


22, 15 
V..2 

P 

is vo- 


Ee, ; 
; y 
ſome 
10 
Feal :1 


1 02, SIGH 1936279 
. ; EX beg 


$7! 


& nplnmuet.m —K 


wiclioe DLO pi 
& 5 aps To FA 


*$1* £4 


W625 trit 


y 211S[i99%2 


* P ©» 


1:1h2que 107 
this Die: 


; '7 WO Q) 


- bs x *4 
x: : 
x 4 * 
"4 4 
R ic 1 J. 


4: Sacrifices; which were offered b 
; 0 Fre hens, at leaſt they were rod by 
to, thi 'Purpoſe by Superſtitious Minds, 
to, appeaſo their .angry . Gods. by the 
ood of the Sacrifice, inſtead of their. 
wn: 2 eſpecially thoſe barbarous Sacri- 
CES of Men, and Children, which it is 
itipoſlible, ſhould ever, have any other 

- Or inal than. Superſtition :. For Mea, 

a be. In a horrible dread 4 ao yes 
an FOrertat very, right 

on ria of him, ry ire: they an 
ade themſelves t to offer, or 


'| only that God will Gees: of ſuch 


|| Sacrifices. -...... 
- .-.Tothe ſame Qciginal j is owing. their 


LL d to o the Nature and 2 Eodeofme3 "Iu #L ] 
_ s.WAS. __ Originalof' thoſt.nume-." 4 


| worſhip of. Demons and Inferior Dei-- 


{| ties, as Interteſlors. for, them. to; the 
] ravre powerful. od; for. Men who 
{- areafraid, endeayour. to make all the 
Js Eriends they.canto a powerful Adver- 
 fary; and. it not only makes a ſhew of 
Hammility,. as: the Apoſtle ſi peaks, that 
' Men dare not go direly to God,: but 
, imploy. his great. Miniſters to: ipcak for 
them 3 but ic ſign 3 allo a great Seed, 


cons a ”y hemftlve: 
Love art Reverie Mine lr yy - 
fire ropteaſe and robe like him, ll 
would be no triore afraid to pray to - 
him, tharr a Child is to ask his Father | 
for what he watts. 

Thus Superſtitions Men, who lavea 
mind to' appeaſe God, "and to keep | 
their ſins, endeavour to court and flat- | 
rer him with att arbitrary and external | 
Worſhip,cither with a moor (bews 
fach as was their catt mages 1} 

of ry _ in «fi _ 1 
was fo- magmiicentt a t mity' | 
ans Were tetr! to be | 


at it, which was qnndabong ad ox 
publick Feaſt yrrs, 


Gods, in which fo ndany xclotit Yei- 4 
ſtians fiffered Martyrdom s or fs. | 
quertt Waffings and Parificarions, or | 
ctrertthl ties t6 their Bodies, -as '/ 
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Ut jethf ves in honour of thei : Wanntsh 
| - Dettic : Or byabſtaining from certain. 
eng rnd into the 
Myſteries of thei Religion by fevere 
We. troubleſotne Methods: It theſe . 


tnd fiich-like rhings conſiſted: that ſu- 
| own Worltip, which the Hea: 
ens paid to their Gods, in ſuch exter- 
' Hl Rites ab were expenſive, coſtly, of 
troubleſoine, Which they thought apt 
and proper to atone for their fins, and 
Katter their atigry Gods into' a good 
_ Iking of then, while they continued 
in fin. | Their Worſhip did not confiſt 
in aty real and cibſtantial aQs of Piety 
and Devotion, wete not deſigned, and 
tad no tendency in therh to make 
| then more like to God, or to do any 
teal Honout to his Nature and Perfe- 
Tot, bite were 'an external piece of 
Fageantry, like the crouchings and 
fawn naps of Slaves" to their Imperious 
Lotds. 
And thus 4 ſaupetſtitions Mirid may 
 Wrfi even Divine Inftirutions into 4 
ſuperſtitions Worſhip, .as the 
A few tid; who had no reſpe& to 


the riatiire and ification of thoſe 
—_ Rites of -wp  otfhip which God 
ap- 


_ 


Chap. 3 


Iſa. 1. 11. 


pointed, but dota upon the Lots. 
_ "of the-Law, and thought to boy 2 
' God with the external per ormance of * 
them. They gloried in: the Cireum- 
cifion of Ie Fleſb, but + made _no- re- 
gard to the Circumciſion of the. Mind | E 
and. Spirit z they . thought it .cnough 
that they deſcended. from. Abraham by 
Carnal Generation, but took no. care 
to imitate the Faith - of their Father-} 
Abraham : They boaſted of the Tem- 
ple of. the Lord, which was the-vifi- | 
ble Symbol. of 'God's Preſence with [ 
them, and:refidence among them, tho. | 
they made it-a Den of Thieves. _ They 
punQually obſerved their New-Mpons, * 
and Sabbaths, and .Solemn Aſſemblies, ; 
tho they. defiled themſelves: with. all ? 
manner of wickedneſs, .inſonimeh that ; 
God abhorred. his: own: Worſhip, as | 
much as the Pagan Superſtitions; and | 
tho he inſtituted it himſelf, yet denies * 
that he required it from them. * Where | 


30u-come 40. appear before me z Who hath | 


required this at your bands, to tread my , 
- Courts + "ATE ki 
" And thus profeſt Chriſtians may,and 1 


.do tarn the.Inſtitutions of our Saviour | 


into the-groſſeſt Superſtitions 3 Pp | 
bs th IT | 


; (oncerning Superſtition. 


call themſelves Chriſtians,and ſay their 
Prayers, and hear Sermoris; and re- 
ceive the Sacrament, without attend- 
Ing to the end of all this, which is, to 
krone them into a Divine Nature, 
unify their Minds fromall earthli- 


ns and ſenſuality, ' and! thereby fit 
' them for the happineſs of a Spiritual 


World. 294 
The ſam of all is this, That Superſti- 


tion is*not properly in _ahty A& of 


Worſhip, but m'the Mind 3 Divine | 


Taftitutions may be abuſed ro:  Superſti- 


tions Purpoſes, and" Humane Inftituti- 


ons; which are meer Matters of 'De-- 
cency and Order, may be uſed'withour 
perſtition.' The Superſtition of Hea- 
thens, Jews, 'and” Chriſtians, differ 10 
_ their Ads, but agree. in their Principle, 
tO great a Fear andFlattery of God. 


- But yet Rok what I-have diſcourſe, 
we. may colleft ſome plain Rules, 'to 
judg what is Superſtitions, ' and dflnt 
not; and when we may be (charged 
with Superſtition, and when Hot 


For, as POE OR 
R 3 1. Then 


hey think it ſufficient to'carry them to chipy. 
Cl > 
Heaven that they are baptized, and = 


231 


and | 


ag 


he has is ptzenran Ry by bordid 
To think to.pleaſe God,, and to 

; him our Friend by any Arbitrary Ri 
and Utages in Reli 


that God may be flatt e 
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t we dare-not uſe that 


liberty which he has no. where reftrain- | 
. ed 5 tauch n0t, tafte 204, 
that -is,. to. forbid doing thoſe thing 
which God has allowed, or hea not. | 
forbid, -1 1s more certainly an Aft of Su- Þ 
perſtiagaian) to Jocho@wbin which * 
God hasnotcommanded 3 for Menmay } 
do what God haonot commanded, whth- | n 
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is the true $pirit of Sperſticn J "—_ y 
to think that God will'be dilpleafed 
L.- ec) Sd. s for 4doing ſome indifferent 


ich -he bath no where fqr- | 
Wha 7 Ae and hor- 3 


F 


1 > Theo Men are m_ os Hope 
= io the exterp 
on,. whether they beinſtituted b 
or not, - when: they think to 4 
God by the bare external perfarmance 
of them: for. whatever is external in . 
Religion, cannot be acceptableto God 
ioS#it ſelf: I: Chriſt Feſws neither Cir- 
camciſiog evaileth any thing, nor uncir- 
| but a new Creature, .aud Faith 
Dk 
the 
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workgth by Love, and Obedience 
[ads os of Gad :. Ando 
to was God Wh, 49 any Bing 
, Is tO, PE to flatter tm, .and to 
ompound with him for the. breach of 
E | bt = Fwy ve | pert of. M. inward 
'” TÞICIpiE ER Y EXtET- 
2 SMS a perſons: . .. 


Bat on the ot S WELLS may be 


| ſure ; IE wy 
k L That, no Man cya be guile of 


1his F: avour, only by 
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hot.. "7 wy” 
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2 truly. Religious, who : FUESNEOY to 


"conform his' Mind tothe Divine Na- } 
” ture and Image, ow» to frame his Con- Y 


verſation by t Laws of Good: 
44 "he brew r fears nor Harters the | 


bur'is br Son py the Friend of God. W 
andthe exterrial E3 xpreſſtions and Pas ; 
Frciſes' of his Religion are fitted to'rhe 
great ends of an "Univerſal ina 
neſs, | "3 *# 


2. | That - cannot bet hb; matter of 
Superſtition, "which -is not "made 'of 
_ z<d an- acceptable part*of Divine | 

orſhip * for Superſtition can'beonly 


4 


in ſuch things, wherein we” hope to- 


pleafe * God ; © and* this” effectually.. 
juſtifies 'the Church'sf England "fi oft 

= charge of Superſtition, withre- 
*to the External Rites of .Worz 

Nhep which ſhe declares to be no i; 

nor a&s of Worſhip, butſach Citcum: | 
ſtances and Ceremonies, as 'make. the: 


external? performance” of *the Ads: of; 


Worſhip -decent'and foleniti, and-are: 


uſeful to  Edificatioft' ;'tohelp*Menito 


worſhip God berter, not to pleaſe 6d 
by fo fuck dE Rites. GER; 


The 1 


«*S% 


ſhip of the Church of E-glani 

latry, a terrible,” and yet a ridiculous' 
Charge. Burt Idolatry is an odious 
Name, and that 1s enough 3 if there be 
thoſe who are bold enough | to ſay it, 
key will be ſire t6 find” ſome of their | 
Proſelytes ignorant enough to believe 
it; It © but a g the Common-Prayer 
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} And it is range that the Papils «© - 
7 be ſack mane Enemies to the 


its, ants 
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beſo, then thewhgle 
, from the v— mk 
| Infticuric of i 4g bees pap up at- 

if wewill allow ay LOpe 


we 
thou Biſhops, till the Re- 
Ste Bs or 13500. Years, 


ihe rug Y / onion over r the Laws wn Þ 
God, and Inſtitutions of. our Saviour, | 1 1 
to change a and alter them by his infalli> } 
ble Decrees, when he' pleates; his'abſd: 
Jute Power to forgive Sins, and tq 

poſe of Heaven an HAS "is no tous 


Bath we may Si ke rt ol 


formers thoſe- are like'ts make, who 
know nothow to diſting! atſh between 
'an'Apoſtolical Office, an {Antichriſtian 
Uſurparions. 

But the CommonÞrijer Book' is 
Pop '3- T heſcech you wherein 3 as1t 
182 Form of Pray Pray or? * key od oo hid 
our- t Men Popery; for he taught 
his- Diſtal to fs By Form; and 
the whole Book of Pſalmrmuſt be rarick 
Popery, Which confilts only of Forms 

| er, ' and 'Thanksgiving, - cpin- 
poſed fo or the uſe of the Temple. 


8B Ft to Saints ai; or EVE. , 
T. giv Merge A AE our Prayers concealed 


W- 5 rom.us in an unknown. Ton ET Do 


JF we not underſtand what we fay, what 
JF. Petitions we put upto God?.: Do you 
1 find the Sacrifice of the Maſs,.:or any 
Reliques of it inourLiturgy 7, Thanks 
be to God, for-our Reformi Ear , 
and Martyrs who purged our 
fromall theſe Abominations... ©. . 
 .;. Butthe Common-Prayer Book is ta- 
1. ken out of the Maſs-Book, and there- 
J. foreit is but Popery {till. | This I will 
= Jt. rant, , but deny the Conſe- 
os for every thing in the Maſs- 
k was not Popery, unleſs you will 
fay,.. that the Creed, Ten Command- 
ments, and Lord's Prayer are parts of 
Popery. 
The plain caſe isthis, You muſt con- 
 'fider the Church- of Rome, as a true 
Church corrupted, and degenerated 
from its Primitive Inſtitutions; for we | 
' muſt acknowledg, that the Church of 
Rowe, was not inferior in all Gifts and 
Graces to: the. moſt eminent Churches 
an 1 the World, in the Apoliles. En wir 
eve- 


* 4 x 
"IS . 


«bg -—- 


Contider ;o yo what the proper 
work of a Reformer raft be > to pal} Þ} 
1p Root and Branch; to'ptill up the ] 
| with the Tares? / 'This would be 'J 
tot to fefdtm 2 Charch, but J] 
to make 4 'Htw One 2 This wonld beto Þ 
_ ene off the ſound, with the rotten | 
z down 5 
» tO oor- 
preſerve us 


reſt Abuſes I: pray God 
ftotn rich Refbtnicts as 


EET 5 
Dogon Popery, cat 

ſhew any thing praiſed a 

whit wy 4s peg gp! © _ 


ett” frets teen ts 7 would defi 
themro confider, thatt 


too tuch Repuration, "A " we 90 
, ; the 


* the Churchof Exg/arnd to it, and make 
| the nameof Popery a leſs formidable 
- thing, when it is thusindifferently ap- 
to a corrupt, and to a reformed 

Church. I wiſh with all my Soul the 
were half ſo free from Popiſh Princ- 
ples, and Practices in matters of Civil 
Government, as the Church of Exgland 

is from a Popiſh Worſhip. 
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he ng thoſe , who ordinarily fer 
ake the ( T 


ving diſcourſ'd thus lar ely 
of thoſe, who wholly ſepa- 
rate themſelves from Chri- 
| ' ſtian Communion, who ei- 
- ther communicate with no Church, or 


ot 


| forſake the Communion of the Church 
| | 0 
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of England ;In now wi nocoes to corre ; 3 
thoſe. Miſcarriages, . which ſome,, who' 
* profeſs therhſelves of our Communic n, * 
are too notoriouſly guilty of, + * 

And Lſhball firſt begin with thoſe, 3 


who ordinarily'forfake the Commu- F 
nion of their Pariſh Churches. Thishas , 'F 


been anold andinyeterate evil,of _ by 
uſe” and praftice, eſpecially. in this - Þ 
oreat/ and populous City, and it _ 
be thought a daring.and fruitleſs at- 
tempt to oppoſe it 3 however I have 
this ſatisfation, "that no man 'can-rea- 


ſonably_ſuſpe&, that I ſerve any other 


intereſt by this, but+ the intereſt of 
Peace and: Order, and the better edifi- 
cation of the Chriſtian Church; which 
mult "reafonably.. engage -all men the 
more impartfally to conſider what I 


| ſhall nowioffer, which ſhall be:com- | 


prized under theſe two General-Heads. . 

Firſt, Our Obligations to Parochial 
Communion: 2. An. Anſiver to ſome 
Objections againſt it. 1 FY 

: irſt, Our Obligations to Parochial 
Communion : which will appear in 
theſe particulars 3 

1. That Parochial Communion is in 
itſelf an excellent Inſtitution for the 


more regular Inſtruction and Govern- -F 
ment '| 


Concerning Parochial Comin 243 


"1 | ment of the Chriſtian Chutch. We do 
not indeed pretend; that the diviſion of 
an Epiſcopal Church into ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes with their diſtin& Paſtors ſet. 
{ byer them, is in a ſtrit ſenſe of Divine 
| - Inſtitution: for Chriſt and his Apg- 
ſtles did not by an expres Lai deter- 
mine the Bounds and Extent of Biſhop- 
FF ricks, much leſs of Parochial Com- 
"| munions3 nor. indeed was it poſlible 
FF todo tin thoſe dayes, when-the great- 
+ eft number of people. vere either 
* - Fewfor Heathens, Nor was there any 
'F needofthis, it being at laſt an acktiows | 
"' ledged Principle among Diflenters - 2 
| themſelves, and thoſe of the greateſt | 
note 3 3 That the dire&@ive Light of Na- D:., Owei's 
tare is r fuſfictent 1 to guide ins in ſuch things Enquiry __ 
4 theſe 3 the times and. ſeaſons of Church of Charckzs, 
b Aſenbhe, the order and deceiicy where-?: *4+ | 
in all things are'to be tranſafed in them, 
' the bounding of them, as to the mumber of 
their members, and. places of habitation; 
io as to aeſwer the ends of their inſtitt- 
$# 7702. And therefore if this Parochial 
F Communion be of g great uſe to the edis 
F fication of Chriſtians, it riot otily jti- 
ſtifies- the Wiſdoni of the Church in 
the firſt Inſtitution of it, bur ſeverely 
condenins thoſe; who break and. u_ 
S 2 ate 


(FALL 
Chap. 1. 
CW Ru 
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late ſo uſeful an Ioſtitution, 4441/5 

Pa rt [. The whole: Chriſtian, Church is hs 14 

oo en one- Body" and Society, of. Chriſtians - 
united to Chriſt, who is the Head. of 2 
this Body 3" and. therefore, were. it-poſ> * 
ſible, ſhould all worſbip their common F 
Father and Saviour ” nr but | 
fince the number of Chriſtians, and _ 
their great diſtance. from each. other, 

will not admit: this, they .are divided 
into leſs Societies, for the more conve- 
nient Adminiſtration of. holy . , 
and the exerciſe of Chriſtian Diſcipline 4 
and Government. 

How can any. thing .in a Chriſtian 
Nation be more uſeful for all the-ends 
of Church Society , than the diſtribu- 
tion of Chriſtians into Parochial Com- 
munions ? 

To-enjoy the liberty.of publick A 
ſemblies near our own.dwellings, with- 
out being forced to ſeek: for it at a.di- 
ſtance, would have been thought-a. 
great priviledge in former Ages; like 
the Heavenly - Manna falling round 
about the Tents of the true Iſraelites. 

To have a fixed Paſtor, whois par- 
ticularly entruſted - with: the care of 
your Souls, to whom you may at all 
times freely reſort, and diſcloſe your. 

ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual-wants, whoſe neighbourhood 
and 'converſation may contra@& a par- 
ticular friendſhip and familiarity, and 


beget a mutu#f eenfidence and:endear- 


ment, is quite a" different thing from 
ſome 'publick' and general exhortati- 


ons; and the reaſon why men do not 
more value the benefit ana advatritage 


of a Parochial Guide, is becauſe pgene- 
rally they make ſo little uſe of him. 
= Fhis is the trueſt emblem of Catho- 


tick Unity, when we hold perſonal} 


Communion- with thoſe Chriſtians 
who are our neighbours, and ſo in the 
neareſt diſpoſition for it : for our obli- 


pation to Chriſtian Communion ex- 


tends it ſelf ta-all Chriſtian Socictics, 
whieh live in the Communion of the 
Church ; and to pick up a Church'for 
conſtant and 'Ordinary Communion 
here and there from ſtragling mem- 
bers,” who live: in remote and diſtant 
places, is to make a Schiſmatical dit- 
ference: between Chriſtians, as: if all 
Chriſtians were not» of the ſame body, 
nor fit for perſonal Communion : and 
though forſaking our Pariſh Churches 
for other Churches in the ſame -Com- 
munion be not ſo formal: a Schiſin, yet 
it. has ſome tendency that way , it be- 
ep 4+ 10g 
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Part IT. 


Gummi Parochi kt 


ing aforſaking the ws. 94408 a our | 


neighbour. « briſtians and Parochial 


Guide. - <UfL, 
There 1s no other Rake, as I know 


of, for perſonal Commiinion, but co- 


habitation, or dwelling together 1 in the 
ſame neighbourhood'3' for then we 
comfnunicate with the Catholick 
Church, when we communicate with 
that part of it wherein we live; but 


when without juſt cauſe we ordinarily iS 


forſake the Communion of Parochial 
Aſſemblies, we giſtupb, the moſt, con- 
venient Order of Church:- Communion, 


and make 4 Rent and. Schiſni in the - 


Church, - as total Separation makes 


| a Schiſm from the Church. 7 


Neighbour Chriſtians have the moſt 
frequent occaſions of converſing/ with 
each other, and therefore many great 
ends of Chriſtian Cammunion are beſt 


attained among them :-they may, ex- 


hort and reprove one anather, and. pro- 
voke unto love 'and; good works 3 they 
may. 'watch over. ' one \ anothers ſouls, 
and when they obſerve each others miſs 
carriages: ({ which they 'cannot avoid 
obſerving, when they live ſo neatyand + 
converſe ſo often together ) they may 
a apply ſuch timely remedies, as kelp 

'+- help 


IL 


UE 


" lb pe $4 he fall, .or prevent: ws 


thoſe, who trip, and ſtumble : 5 


and, when the calc is beyond their pri _ 


vate, redreſs, may.call in; the; help of 
their Paſtor,. Ra by his wiſe Counſels 
and. ſeaſonable Exhortations and Re- 
proofs, and pious and. ardent Prayers, 
may convince thoſe who have ſinned, 
- and reſtore, thera by Repent.nce, and 
obtain their Pardon, or ſtrengthen and 
confirm thoſe who were aflaulted by 
Temptations, .and procure freſh ſup- 
| Plies of Grace for them. 

'We ſee. indeed very. little of this 
now, and the reaſon of it is very plain, 
becauſe few men _ confider, what are 
the: Duties of Chriſtian Communion, 
but are too. much unconcerned: what 
| becomes of their Brothers ſoul ; they 
ink every man. muſt look to kimſclf 
' but'do. not feel. that ſympathy, com- 

aſton and care; which one member 
for. another; that whether one 
member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer 
with it, of one member be honoured, 
all. the members rejoyce. with it; but 


were men ſenſible of the neceſlity of 


, this mutual. care of each others ſouls, 
it.could never bebetter diſcharged than 
among neighbours, who live. under 
each others eye. | And 
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1 ' And' were men. ich in1 this ey 1 


Part 11. would ' be a 'more- effectual way to! 
CER» preſerve the Church from the nfetion 
of putrid and” - tnembers, than 
 Churcti-aflociations, and all 
- the Teſts they could'ufe or invent of 
real Saintſhip in admitting | Church 
members. Ks : 
The great fi on againlt Paro- Þþ 
chial : gone Eanapis's png 'former-'- Þ}F 
ly been,andis ſtill managed by the Inde-- * 
pendents, 1s, thatthere are a great ma- 
ny bad men in our Communion, that - 
Diſcipline is not duly exerciſed-among 
us, to remove thoſe from Chriſtian 
Communion, who haye forfeited their 
right to 1t by their vitious lives, But 
though this is no juſt reaſon for 
ration, arid thereis a greater noiſe ihade 
about- it, than there is any occaſion 
for : ſince ſuch notorious ſinners uſtial- 
ly excommunicate” themſelves,” and if 
they do.now and then hear a Sermori 
 ( which Tſappoſe they would not deny 43 
to Turks, Heabens” and I»fidels, as © 
being the moſt likely Means for their 
Converfion ) yet never approach the 
Lord's: Table, *or are rejetted, when 
knownz yet I fay, would eyery Chri- 
ſtian faithfully do. his 420 Cay with- 
; out 


—_ 
ms 2 
BB 27 


h-State ) Parochial Communion-"* 
the moft effeftual Means to preſerve 

'Chyrch pure, it being almoſt im- 
5olH fe any” man ſhould be guilty of 
any. groſs ard ſeandalous vices, but 
ſome of his neighbours muſt know it 3 
which 1 is more than can be faid of any 


© from each other, and rarel y 
ether, and when they do, 
on greater reſervedneſs 


and caution , and appear quite other 


men, than their common converſation 
ſpeaks them to be, 
' Love'and Unity is a neceſſary duty 


| & Chriſtian Religion, it is the 'badge'of - 
our” diſcipleſhip, By this ſhall all men John 13. 35, 


know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have 
love one to another « 'Now though we 


muſt love all Chriſtians, as members 
of the ſamebody , yet neighbours have 


_ thegreateſt reaſon by all ” rolfile arts 


and endearments, to ſecure their love 
to each other 3 becauſe they have the 
thoſt frequent occaſions of quarrels and 
contentions, if they do not: it is a 


much harder thing to maintain love 


ad ce among men, who live toge- 
* ther 


Par chil Cod 149 
| 3 t we! TS mf offible - Diſcipline Ih 
ſhould be duly - adminiftred” in any \ 


clans ME EIT a more. firm q 
aſting, cement of his Ns = 


0m ics mend T 


This.is a gone = 
love of all. tans, bes it {oe pk more. 4 
ſenfibly endear us to, thole, who ars | 
as.it were of the ſame hauſhold. andfa- 
mily.: and. ſince thereis. greater. nee 
- of this endearment among: neighbor 
than ſtrangers, Parochia nano 
which is made.up of Chriſtian neigh» 
bours, who daily. converſe with each }J 
other, does better anſwer:the end, of }| 
Chriſtian Communion, than gathered 
Churches. 41 
- I add-fxrther;that in Parochial Com: ' 
munion. every. particular Chriſtiag.in } 
2 Nation, may be provided for, which 
cannot ordinarily be dane in gathered 
Churches: ; forevery. particular manibe- 


longs 
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| & urs when : 


to give any. ac- 
count: of cn 0g they may - be of this 
Church,or of that, os nog -nane at-all. Te 
is impoſſible-fap the Gavernours of the 
— who nb take: care of eve-. 
ry-patticular: wandringi Sheep, to give 
ſack an account: of: their charge o_—_ 
other. Church-ſtate;, as in Parochial 
Communions;. and that is, a ſufficient 
ary ment; to; prove. that it is/a very 
ful and neceſſary Conſtitution, and 
_ the more uſeful; and neceſlary; it is, the 
greater: fault is it. in; thoſe, who, with- 
out - great reaſon; difturb goodiorder, 
and- though, they, now how: to uſe 
this liberty wiſely. and, innocently 
themſclves, yet give-an il! example to 
thoſe who- will make a bad-uſe of 
t;-- 

Lſhall-2dd-but-one thing more; and 
that is ygith refexence-to the good Go- 
vernment of- your families: you : can- 
not - ordinarily; have. ſach ' inſpeQion 

| over your Children and Servagts,when 
41 F you 
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wy your eye uponthe 

their age /and behaviour; ; and 
your 'example” in forfaking your own 
Church, will be apt to teach them to 
do ſo too; and Thave reaſon to far, 
that this has too often” occaſioned the {| 
debauchery of many, otherwiſe hope- "AJ 
fal, young men. 
© The Sarvis this, that thou h the di- 
viſion of Churches into Pariſh-bounds 
under the condu&t"of a Parochial Mi- 
niſter, be not founded on any expreſs 
Law of God, yet it'is ſo highly uſe- 
ful” to” all the great ends of Church- 


_ that itmaſt needs be'a - 


very great fault lightly or wantonly 
to violate ſo wholſome an Inſtitution. 
- 2. Becauſe the great Plea, which'is 
made by thoſe who communicate with 
our Church , for forſaking their Pa- 
riſh Chiatches, 4 is the different abilities 
of Preachers; and every one is defi- 
Tous to' hear thoſe Preachers whom he 
| Hkes beſt, and thinks there is po hurt 
mit: ſhall, as plainly as I can, and 
with as little offence as may; be , conli- 
der this matter. "101 
I, And 


x. And yy __— es 
retence ers, ior Se > 
uen | fy our. Church, that Pong my 
profit more by. Non-conforming than by 
_ Conforming Preachers, and therefore 
orlake our Churches , -and 3 joyn them- 
ſelves to ſeparate Congregations ; and 
"methinks wife and good .men ſhould 
ot like a - principle, which ſo eaſily 
2394s men into Separation, and ends in 
n_ I confeſs, there is a great deal 
of difference, between taking the beſk 
care we can of our ſouls/ in the Com- 
munion-of the Church, and involving 
our ſelves in the guilt of Schiſm upon. 
this pretence 3 -but yet that is a ſuſpi- 
cious argument which tends towards 
_ Schiſm3 which in its greateſt innocen- 
Cy- breaks good orders, and wholeſome 
Conſtitutions, and when it is fully pur- 
ſued, may lead giddy and unſtable 
minds 1 into Separation. _ ' 

2. There is ſo. much le | 
fancy.and humour to be ſeen in thoſe 
different - judgements, men make of 
Preachers, that it were a very hard 
caſe, if the: Peace, Order and Go- 
vernment of the Church were to lye at 
the mercy of mens. different fancies. 

Some are taken with a grave and alice 
| OtNETS 


of Preachers, i Lie th 
ches, as their fancy. rs ing 
Preachers who' are diſliked by? their 
owh Pariſhioners, are very- often ad- 
mired by ſtrangers: Now what work. 
would this mike in all Civil Goverti® | 
 ments;wete Fancy fiffered toover-rale 

publick Eſtabliſhmerits ? -and* we have 
as little reaſon toexpet that God will 
allow of fach "inroads of Faticy up-- 
ot} the Order and Government: of the 
Church. 

"The deſign of C Church-Commmnton, 
and of Preaching the Goſpel, is tiot to 
pleaſe and tickle a wanton Fancy, but 
to mſtruct us int the plaim Duties ofthe 
Goſpel, and to furniſh us with the Ars 
guments/ and Motives to-a holy life ; 
_ thanks be to God, ſuch difcoiurſes 

we may meet with in"\moſt Churches 
m'this Nation, SR in this great 
City , though it- may: be _ alywayes 
ib Te wa ſigh menare ful fedywhenthey 
7 : cannot IT contented with plain 
whollome | 


”, P #4 \* 4 "4 | 
food: "ou co in. if 
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ho DA Gone Sees toons Ap. I, 


ate and ' tempt an appetite 2 this I am * 
ſure is certain, that men, who govern 
Mo by ſuch Fancies; do'not- al- 
5 make the- wiſeſt choice, nor the 
beſt improvements. . | 
3. Suppoſe-your Parochial Miniſters 
1 do not appear tobe the beſt Preachers, - 
| the profoundeſt Divines, nor the'moſt 
| moving Orators; conſider whether this 
may not in great meaſure be owing 
to. your- ſelves: 'whether your with- 
drawing'your ſelves from their inſtru- 
Qions, may not make them more {light 
_ and (careles'' in -their preparations. 
Preachers are men ſubjett to humane 
infirmitics, and: in all caſes it is apt to 
diſpirit men, to ſee all their pains and 
Jabour deſpiſed and flighted; eſpecially 
in this caſe, which makes them unca- 
pable of doing that ſervice to the ſouls 
of 'men, which their Office requires, 
apd which they ſo paſſtonately deſire. 
who are above the- vanity of a 
great Auditory , are” yet*delirovs to 
to thoſe, whom they are cont- 
cerned to inſtru&, and are to 
fe thent turn their backs upon them. 
You night many - times have beteer 
SEIINONS, 


Tok you did or might ha E EMJOYE 
in' the Communion of your Parilh - 
Churches. God is not- ths Author of 
Confuſion, - but of Order and Pea 
and. therefore requires/us to keep our 
ſtation ; ; and when the Providence of 

State, have placeld us under ſach 2 Mi- ' 
_ niſtry, weare accountable for no more, "- 
than what-we can enjoy with thi 
ſervation of the Peace, and Order 
Government of the Church: and 

our improvements be. proportionable 

we ac Senn ward. 

ut now luppole; by,P our 

wang ing ey e fall 3 naget4 ef 4 
takes, ,or are ignorant of any part of ' | | 

ur duty, when ,ye might have been }| 

erred inficatied, had ye dili tl and 
conſtantly attended the Parochial Mi + 
3 niſtry, what., excuſe, can ſuch men | 
E make for themſelves? they are miſ- - | 
F 3 led, but it was occaſioned by forlaking | 
Xx that Guide, whom the Divine Provi- 
1 dence/had provided for them : . they in + 
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4F Farr of but. <A night have - 
F {known better ;© had they' not with- © 


FF drawn themſelves from ſuchiaſtruci- 
3 — ons : cerralr - men a& more: 


| ſafely 


; PM 


with ieſerties to a future ac-- 


count, who make the beſt uſe they can 


of ſuch inſtructions, as the Providence 
of God provides for them ; than thoſe, 
who leave their rank ad order 'to 


chuſe better for themſelves,” |, 
s. We may alſo reaſonably expeCX 


the greatet aſſiſtances of this Divine 


 Spiritin reſerving good order, . which 


will tend more to our ſpiritual increaſe 


and growth, than the beſt external 


means' of edification : the ſucceſs. does 
fot depend*upon the gifts and abilities 
_ of the Preacher, "8 upon the influ- 


ences of Gods: Grace : Who then is 
Paul, azd whois A pollos, but Miniſters 
by whom ye believed , even as the Lord 
gave to every mans? I have planted, A- 
pollos wateredgbut God gave the increaſe + 
fo then, neither. is be that planteth any 
thing, nor he ed watereth, but God that 
iveth the increaſe, Some little i imper- 
fect hints may riiore enlighten our 
minds, when he 
ſed to teach us, than the moſt exat and 


chborats diſcourſe ; and: plain truths. 
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© vigour \t©; {Our ſou] S -ANQ. C 
and may affect. us more, /than 
charms - of; humane. eloquence. | It. 
men deſign only pleaſing their fancies, _ 
that they.,may do better by prartiyI0g, , 
thetr curioſity ; but; he, who. has no 
other deſign in hearing, butto ſavehis 
ſoul , ought: principally ;to-take! care, 
that he may enjoy the influences of the 
holy Spirit, : which alone can make the 
external Miniſtry of the WordetfeQtu-_ 
al ;. and the belt way to dothat, is to 
obſerve good:order ; for be 15a Spirit: | 
of Love,and Peace, aad:Unity, and Or- 
der,and therefore is more concerned to- 
ſupply the defefts arid imperfeQtions of 
 - external Miniſtries,, which.we confci- 
entiouſly ſubmit to, and diligently at- 
tend, to preſerve good oder. in the. 
Church. : - | _ | 

. 6, The conſtant attendance on. a 
meaner Miniſtry, is mueh more for our 
edification, than an occaſional hearing. 
much better Sermons. It ears, 
the humour of many men, who for-: 
ſake their own Church, tobe conſtant- 
to none; and by this means they may? 
hear a great many excellent SOR 
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and .yet not be thoroughly inſtrufted SAT 


.in all pafts: of clieir duty :; whereas Chap..I. ; 
every Miniſter, who makes conſcience *-Y-** 
| of inſtructing his people commited to 
= + him, will take. care at one. time.or 

her to. teach them all the great Ar- 

ticles of Faith, and Rules of Lite, which 

though it may not be ſo mp, binp DO- 

pular, is yet more uſeful than ſome 

general Diſcourſes, and prefling and 
vehement Exhortations without a par- 
be ar - explication of their : duty: 

Which ſhews the advantage of atten-: 

ding a conftant Miniſtry, eſpecially if 

men would acquaint themſelves with 
their Miniſter, whereby he might the 
better underſtand, how to apply him- 

{elf to-their particular caſes; rofit his 

Inſtrudtions to their capacities, . and 

his Counſels ,; Exffortations and Re- 

proofs to their ſpiritual wants; This 
may. ſuffice toſhew our obligations to 

Parochial Communion. +, 

2. The ſecond thing propoſed, was 
to. anſwer. ſome ObjeCtions: againſt 
this ; and they are only fome hard 
caſes; which make ParochialCommu- 
nion very nauſeous and unpleaſant 'to' 
| honeſt minds, or very dangerous: ' As 
to nam ſome of che hardeſt; ©... 
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be expeted, that in ſo great a body of © }. 
men, there ſhould be: none : Let the 
enemies of God, and of Religion, tri- |} 
umph in this, and encreaſe their num- ' | | 
bers, while we ſilently lamentit. _ 
But when this-is the' caſe, I think 
every good manſhould apply himſelf 
: DE to his »uperiours, and endeavour to re- 
8 ' -movehim ; if this cannot be done, or 
FE is too long delayed, he muſt learn 
to diſtinguiſh between the man: and - 
his Office; a bad man, bur yet-a legal 
Miniſter ;. and though he be unworthy : 
of ſo: holy a Proftflion, yet the effica- - | 
cy of his Miniſtry does not dependup- | 
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. on his perſonal qualifications, but on 
the Inſtitution of Chrift. The lewd- 
neſs of E/*s Sons, though it gave great 
offence and ſcandal to the 7 raelites, yet 

; At did not make them forſakethe Altar 
of God : | The Scribes and Phariſees in 

- our Sayioursdayes, werea vile ſort of {- 

30 popl, but. yet he does not command * 

A | is Diſciples to withdraw from ' their 

et * 3 | Com- 
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Communion, but not to follow their SA 
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ip Molcs ſeat, all therefore whatſoever wa 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do, 
but do not after their works, for they ſay 
and do not. And upon theſe princi- 
ples St. As/tiz diſputes againſt the Do-. 
xatiſts, and will not allow the perſonal 
miſcarriages of Miniſters, to be a juſt - 
cauſe of Separation : and,yet if in ſuch 
caſes, a ſerious Chriſtian with pru- 
dence and modeſty, and with as little 
noiſe and ſcandal as may be, preſerving 
_ the Communion of the Church,ſhould 
Joyn in Communion with a neighbou- 
ring Miniſter., Iſhould not ſee 'much 
reaſon to blame him : for it is no 
Schiſm , while he continues' in the 
Communion of the Church, andonl 
forfakes the Communion of his Pariſh 
Miniſter upon too juſt an offence. 

2. The cale of an ignorant Miniſter g 
and I hope- this caſe is not very fre. 
quent neither, at leaſt not ſach groſs. + 
ignorance, as ſhall make a manutterly 
uncapable, of fuch a function : and yet 
it cannot be expected, that all the Pa- 
riſhes in Eng/azd ſhould be ſupplyed 
with Learned Preachers, when there 
are ſo many-Livings, that will hardly 
rn + ' find 


_, Wholl Jepend upon the 
ities of the Minifter. Our Liturgy is 
the fame, whatever the Minifters abi- 


ties be, which contains a very excel- - 
fer form of Worſhip ,and Adminiſtra- - 


tion of Sacranje ents ; the Catechifin, 


which he is'boi pron the Chil: 
yy jond tance of Chri- 


dren , . contaitis 'the 
ſtian Religion i in few ph I plain words ; 
and the Homilies which are ap] inted 

obs read, are very uſeful. and pjous 

Sermgrs - ppop. moſt of the materlal 
hea eligion ; that f thoaghs the 
Miniſter benno reat Scho lax, if he: 'be 
ut honeſt an My diligent in obſervitig 
the - Rules and- DireRtions of © the 
Church, | hs peopſe: cannot want ſuth- 
cient Inftru 10ns And this this 'one in- 
ſtance, ſhews the great. necellity and 
advaniggy , of publ 


performance of Religious Worſhip , 
"and the inſtruCtion of the people in 
und and 'wholfoine doftrine ; not- 


FEAUIEY the perſoal defetts and 


-**  Inabllities, 


ick Liturgies and 
Homilies; which ſecures the decent 


5athis caſe ; Har caken care,” heh the & |} 
inſtruQi onof her Children , ſhall not | 
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Shbitities of the Minifter;' whar- <it 4 
'. Tach poor Partſhes'were, in , when 
theſe provilians were. cryed down, as 
. Po "h and Aniichriſtian ets cannot 
guels. * : 
- 3'>' 4th caſe of an erroneous and he- = 
| retical Miniſter ; | who mixes: poiſon 
if with his Jo8iine, and. corrupts the 
| _plainneſs yy ſimplicity of the Chri- 
1 _TanReligion ; and can any Chri- 
3 Maw, ir @bovod to take care of his 
+ - foul, " think j it his duty to expoſe him- 
=. Tel 1 to the perpetual” danger and tem- 
F Þ ptation of erroneous dottrines ? In 
J]-- anſwer towhich, conſider, 
I - ©" j ©4 OE people are very-1ll Judges 
of errors and hereſie ; themoſt apti- 
| . ent and moſt uſeful dorines of Chri- 
S. ſtianity have ſometimes been thought 
. 1o;. and when we have ſo many men 
_Inrent'and zealous to ſeduce our' peo- 
ple, it is an eafie matter to whiſper the 
danger of being infeQed by a corrupt 
and heretical dofrine. Some think 
every thing hereſie , but Antinomia- 
iſm; to perſwade men to a good life, 
to tell them, that there are certain con- 
ditions annexed to the Goſpel! Cove- 
nant, without the performance: of 
which, we ſhall not be faved : that 
Ta | not 


Tod Saeptfce ang Ape a8 who has 
expiated our ſins by. his 5 0] 1d 
ſcaled the Covenant of Grace in his 
blood, and now powerfully intercedes 
for us uh his Father, $f ſends 2 


fike F-bocay are. EA ome: mel 
proached with the..name of hereſic : 
and upon their authority believed to 
be ſo'by others: and yet if men muft 
withdraw their Communion: for the 
ſake of ſuch herefies as theſe, they 
muſt forſake the moſt uſeful Preachers 
and moſt Qrthodox Churches .; 
therefore, -. _ | 
2. The charge of hereſie muſt be 
yery lain and notorious, before i can 
juftifie our breach. of Communion. 
If men deny' any plain Article of the. 
Chriftian Faith, it is dangerous to 1n- 
truſt the care of our ſouls with them , 
for. they are at beſt but Wolves in 
Sheeps cloathing ; but to ſifþe& men 
. of herefie, when there, is no evidence 
of it, IS it ſelf a very great fault,; and 
difference 


aps o by matrers in Ret " CHAP L 
_—_— are alwayes' like to. SF 
abour , while we ſee in part, and know 
only in part, may exerciſe magna! m_ 


bearance . wall. not excuſe pon 
from the” gil of ſuch caul {s Sepa- 
"IS" Mikres chapel 
preſumptions are v 
= , we muſt appeal to bet 
wed rnours,. to detect his errors and 
if be have any, and. toſecurs 
A. from ſuch apparent danger : 
is Reformations uſually prove 
ty me; Wy than the miſchiefs which 
to remedy : and what 
Ti. in is, .caſe of an ignorant 
Mini er.,. is very applicable to this, 
lick Prayers and adminiſtration 
acraments,, and Catechiſm , can- 
bs be corrupted by the greateſt Here- 
tick, if he obſe erve his Rule; and mw 
ſecures the purity of Worſhip | 
 wholſome inſtruttions: and as Fes his - 
Sermons, it only concerns men to be 
wary what doQtrines they receive from 
him, to take nothing upon truft, but 
 toſearch the Scriptures, whether ſuch | 
things be ſo. Such a courſe as this, 
will Maintain good order in the 
Church, 
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66 CH AP. 1J L. 
Concerning Irreyerence i in Waſp, 


%- 
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\ "Nother miſcarriage; which 
' many ÞP Bea Che are 


ous bus Worllip, which 54 not 
[Eck all the ſolemn 54 


" 
Fo 


called Re 
atter 


% 


"ons « of reverence'and devoti : 


at tfue gravity and Po rd I 
tooks and behayiours, as becomes'the 
reſence of God, and the ſolemnity of. 


eligious. Worſhip, You ſtall ſee 


fome gazing about them witha roving 


and wandr 7e, as if they came 
only-to. SY O be ſeen, i 
every . new. face; or new dreſs and 
garb, and therefore too often ſetthem- 

{elves out with: that fantaſtick palcty, 


which 


\ which ihe pts Plor-boul 
. "IE a Church. You ſhall ſee others 

hy or wn , or laugh, to the t 
offence and candal of all [oonkober 


devout m ipſtead of wor- 
ſi ring Oe, ſleep4 - 


or Sermon, or both, as if tl were not 
concerned (in. cither : It is poſſible. 1N- 
deed They 25 devout men TRE 


as ROE iſ 0 0) EN to. a 


0gng Res ming to Church. - You 


ſhall ſce* others fit all t J fines Di 
' vine Service, which Wound, be thought 

a very. great rudeneſs, when we 
upa Petition to an earthly Prince: t 
wasunknown in A aa Ch 
wherein for ſome Ages, they did not {o 
much as. ſit either hi the Scriptures 
were read or expounded: and Exſe- 
bins relates a famoug ane of of Confies- 
r7xe the firſt Chriſtian | 
when he made a Speech © him | in FOX 
own | Palace concerning the es: 
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of cur Serkan: hh heard iſ and 
thou hit were very long, and wou 
moe ba pe e perſwaded to fit down, fop 

at it was' wot fit: to conſults a065- eaſe 
while we hear any. ts cORcer' ning THO 
God : ep 1 te mackr oy 

ty, to hear Religious diſcourſes 
oy And'what would that Aid 
Emperour have thought, to have ſeen 
Chriftzans3 in publick Aﬀemblies pray 
fitting? And \ indeed T haye often 
tt ought, what ſhould be the reaſon of 
that univerſal praQtice of ſicting, when 3 
weling P/alms; for Plalms of praiſe and 
thank chankP giving are as much the worſhip 
of God: as Pray er,and therefore equally 
require a poſture of Devotion. - Thus 
uncovering the head., - has at leaſt 
among Chriſtians, been alwayes, aC- 
counted an att of Reverence,, as-pul- 
ling off the: Shoves was among the 
Eaſtern Nations , and therefore be. 
comes the preſence of ſo great a Ma- 
jeſty. 

But I ſhall- not take notice of ey ery 
particular inſtance of ſuch miſcarria- 

B65, but endeavour to convince you of 

e: great evil and undecency of ſuch 
| > 05 An in Worſhip, and that from 
thels two conſiderations ; x, The-na- 
ture 
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awe pre reverence by | 
ihe Divine Majeſty': - when we are - 
poſſeſt with a great ſenſe. of that inf. ' 
nite. diſtance , hich 1 is between God 
and us, and our conſtant d Ndence 
on him, which makes us approa E 
preſence with great humility of raind, 
with 2 profound admiration: of his infi- 
nite perfeCtions , with thankful  ac- 
Rn ents of his many and great 
bleſſings. beſtowed: onus, and with 
ſouls ; or to his ſervice and obedi- 
ence; hence Religion 1s ſo often cal- 
be the fear of God, becauſe Religion is 
ounded in a great awe and reverence | 
for God. 

So that where there is rio true reve- 
rence of God, there is no true Worſhip 
of him ; and where ever the mind is 
thoroughly affefted with this religious 
fear, 1t will diſcover it ſelf in our 
words,' and-looks, and aQtions.. Our: 
fouls have the government of our our- 

_ wal 


|  cealthoſopal 


hurry go great art; either Ac 
ons, ESTER we have, Or | 
' to: counterfeit: choſe which, we have 
not-;- for there is, ſucha iympatdy! be be- 
. eween our ſouls and bodies, tha FA 

6) rerfully affeteach other ; panda 3:4 
CO Maeer ſo contrived our frame;thar 
though the ſecret motions of our minds 
ob ſen, yetthey diſcover them- 
a oteoat and Fanbloten, 


prefſions they make on our bodies, 
without which, mankind could- Never 


know one another, nor have any plea- 
oy or ſecurity. .in-mutual converſati- 


For no; Vik man cares to.:con- 
veaſe with thoſe; who can ſo artificial. 
ly diguiſe themſelves, that you can ne- 
ver know, what their inward reſenr- 

-ments are. 

Which ſhews, that according to the 
frame of our natures, an inward .reve- 
rence for God, will ſhew it ſelf in ex- 
ternal aQtions; and therefore that. it 
ought to do ſo ; for as God has. united 
the ſoul and body 3 into one man, ſohe 
has united their motions and aQtions 
too, without. which, there can be-no 
one-peried act of Religion or Vertue: 


h tens, | when we have 1» 
thein,- 0 or 


rifle Got bath with our bodies and bw 
Our ſpirits, which are Gods" ; he made 


co both wide blood © his Son. 

But we'ſhall better ſee the neceſſity 
of this , by conſidering the nature of 
gee Worſhip ; for publick Wor- 

p conliſts in publick "Cams of ho-. 
' Nour ; no man hasa Window into our 
ſouls, to diſcover the ſecret devotion 
of our hearts .; and therefore. viſible 
Worſhip muſt be expreſſed in viſible 
aCtions, in the external reverence of 
our words, and geſtures, and behavi- 
our, that is, in ſuch'aQons; as expreſs 
_ the great humility of our minds; that 
green ſenſe we have of the infinite 

ajeſty of God, and our own mean- 
neſs and worthleſineſs , [and all thoſe 
| paſſions and affeftions, which become 
Diving 


5 WOUIC Apa wer ph Map 
of [ wi + tmp whatever inward 
deyot tendfo, 1not ex- 
ternal. 2ndviſ /orſhip, 'beczuſe it 
is ſeparated ; 6h all external and vi- 
| wg: eſigns of honour. 
| therefore we may obſerve; hit | 
x men' in-all Ages have not-con- 
tented themſelves meerly ro worſhi 
20d with devout thoughts and 'paſſi- 
ons,- but with ſuch external as & Re- 
ligion, as either a Divine Inſtitution, 
ke kan Cuſtom of their Countrey, and 
praQtice of the Church ha made 
A _ ſighs of [pg 2 Such as un- 
4 covering the. head ,, : off 
: their ſhooes, / of bowing” e body, or 
; kneeling, or proſtration, or lifting up 
| Eyes an lands to Heaven , where God 
1 Joalls. . For this we have the ancient 
Y: Patriarchs, the Jewiſh Church, Chriſt 
1 and his Apoſtles , and the whole Chri- 
—_#ftianChurch for many Ages, for our 
£ example ; and it will be Parg to find 
1 any ſort of people in the World, that 
1 pretended to any Religion , but took 
L great care of theex e -nal ſolemnities, 
L. ang decent circumſtances of Worſhip : 
- Ul I know 


©7588 


. 
#S 5 


trayed-luch {hight thoi 


rude. and fovenly Wor , 


QVERLY. VY OFHUP', 2S.t6 
many among our ſelves-are now ghil- 
2 ty, of ;.. and indeed this. has inſenbbly 
Crept-upon us ever ſince;thoſe hot di- 
ſputes about Ceremonies and the, exe 
ternals. of Religion. have troubled the 
« harch:.. for when: gen began. to. di- 
ſpute down -all ; good order and de. 
cent adminiſtrarion "of Religious Of- 
fices,. they ſoon diſputed, away.all ex ÞF 
rernal V orſhip, and; many whe till | 
pretend no great i diſlike 'to publick 
Confticutions, are {9 far infefted with 
this. diſeaſe, that: they are. not ſuffici- 
ently. careful of the gravity' and ſeri- 
ouſneſs of. their devotion ;; and ſome 
bf are fo afraid of Fanaticiſm, that they 
dare not look ſolemnly , nor lift up 
their eyes.and hands to Heaven , for 
fear of being thought-Fanaticks or hy- _ 
pocrites... Thus while ſome. men out 
of a groundleſs fear. of Superſtition,, 
ſtrip Religion of all -uſeful and decent 
Ceremontes.; and ethers out of as wild 
* | a luſpicion 


-. 


\ Pow optic t t, Vf6% aidto 
upp men :Hous in their Re: 
gf nyt! lethnitiesof Wor- 
hip "Ute GibHar: wry to every 'r\ths 
fahey, bs petfried in in o Ape aftd. 


is Worſhip 
God © iamaared. "and is bip 
mt ach ſcortied. 
web Put thy Ont at preſent, is with 
fats of our own Communic; a1 
poibly it may do then ſhe good ro 
tell abit, "Thar they who appear fo 
#22l0us againft Fanzcici/ar, ard re yet 
{6 erflin ng their Worthing, are much 
the worlt Faratteles' of the rwy. © For 
many of 'otit Difſetiters, though rhey 
reject the uſe of our Cerenzorties, and 
neole that excernal decet cy of Wor- 
ſhip, which has beett iti uſe in, 5 af Ages 
df che Chureti, yet howevet they make 
a ſhew of grear K-Horſhefs inther wet? 
ſhip, atid ſeedi'to' be very ſenſibly af- 
feted with it, 2 ard therefore this Looks 
like Worſhip, though it wart fome 
excerml ſolemnittes which way be 
thought tieedful; bur whed men ſtare 
and 9a2e #out rhem , ugh or whiz 
ſper at their prayers, and betray great 
_ vaiicy and lightnels of mind (ro tay 
wo wok) eſte of arr aw Fenls 
Usz 2ad 


| and reverence of. God: ny cis fo 
from making. a ny ſhewe. of Worſhip, 


 haw exact Packing, they may; be 1n their 


poſtures or reſponſes,. that it.is down- 
right profaneneſs... ks are thus.far 
fenatal in ORE Prune es, that ;they 
muſt believe ( if they; 


: 
' # * _ 


Wer {any 

thing ) that God, does not much-re- 
ard the Worſhip of the outward man, 
ordid they believe he did, they wi 
be more careful topay it him ; foff 


bare. . doing any. ens an Religious 


Worſhip, uch as kneeling at Prayers, 
or ſtanding up. at the; Hymns: and 
Creed, and the like, does, not make it 
fo much. as an external ſign of Wor: 
ſhip, unleſs it be performed with that 


gravity and. EEG a which isefſen- 
tial -to all Religious Worlhip: and if = 


they believe ,. that though God does 
expett the Worſhip of the body,, he 
matters not the Worſhip of the mind, 
nor how careleſly external Worſhipi is 
performed, ſo it be done: : This is-ſ6 
wild a principle, that it out-does all 

the Fanaticks that ever.-were 1n the 
World. - Thoſe who were arrant hy- 
pocrites, and yet very pun&tual in;the 
externals of Religion | ( ſuch as the 
Scribes and Phariſezs Were 11 Our Sa- 
VIOUrsS 


dad )rinwote wickat Fn 
5 nice eat hy: ſy1- Yap, 


ehcjong! Yer 
$t6p8e devotion of nd 
-raptu m_ ous-and ! tra 
ye: barrheſs merate for geet- 
dil orſhip wirhout 16 efftich 
3't rance oP extet- 
lloviice:; 18nd: ( ifthere be-no 
'orhier:temedy)d Dwiſh! with M5 ry 
hear; thar't ſe/men woulimake a 


SeSi by  themaſetves 007 andiiot "re- 
qroactithe Charck of Enplixit by*c6n- 
tinninlo »ih'hen Corhtntnon ,* which 


tavbroug eli [ſcandal upon our 
all'the arguments/and 
ple Fg of 'Diffenters : :: though thebet- 


tem way would be; and that whieh'I 


hearcily!beg of God;:and'' do; earneſtly 
begall men, to corredt; this fault; ant 
- wipe off that reproach' ofa" colt 
mal 'Worſhip ; 'by expreſſing: that 
pion and ſerious; land- ardefit' Jevo- 
tidn;'which iſo much becomes all the 
true” Worſhippers of God, is ſ6-efſen- 
tiaF'to Religious": Worſhip ; and ſbi 
terwoven with all the publick Offices 
of our 'Religion \, 'which 'are- admi- 


_ Weed to. ſerve. all | the- ends 


y of 


perſ: a 15 rick Pthaſe! who reject- Fa A- 
ial Orcertones of 


Ey tin womierny worſhih 
'him; Iam apt ee Ghiblowe Chowk! all 
9xprets greater Gonof Reverenedaned 

| Ft ardye$there —_— | 
Hut (jill pretend(tg/ 

15Preſent! in your-Aſſorablier, "endebar 
he:rakts: a more partitulat; notice 6f 
your carriage and biehaviour, when ye 
-Fgey to worthip hin} thanhe: OEg it 
-Pthes-exhes: 5 thar:is;thatihe _ 
paw; Fhat ye ſhow take! a more q 
tiehydy nievice! © ye entre a | 
'haye!youn: Ges with) Ns rt 
Me, 05rholewhobthors, 'thar God 
6 Preſent in: a prenliar mwapner,thongh 
Yelqnas fee him;s: ls Vena gihy Dy 
- Under the Law God. dwelt [in-rhe 
1 Tahernadle ;a2nd:Temple;; which:was 
E * Ris houſe:;;- anditberefQrei-when che 
A heradle was finitheg, God'Wledrir 
wiith this: preſenee; and: gloty't othbre 
= Wap ( the; Mercyi$9ae ret owith 
= | (wg puDi5y. which was. 'a 'fgnre bf 
! Gogs pref Une , and the attendancelof 
4) | — Angels; 
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dwel 4 it cheir Temples! 
conſeerardd xo -thbir. Wordhi 
chough they were: ridicul 


—— to-obarm- their” Gods by 


en Rites and Myfteries; and 
aces; yet the 


pimp 


«* ; 


mito certain" 


origin bofiehis; was on !avriditional 


belief, thar: God was alwayes -peeuli- 
arl preſent | in all onees on his Wor- 
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s fe cis ſuficiently (ooident | chat lis 


Primitive-Ghyiſtians didbelieve, that 
fingels, i'who' are Gods Retinue- and 
Miniſters; [do attend Chrifſhan Aflem 


blies andare'wirneſfes of the decency 
ant; Teverencecof our Worſhip: and 
this1s themoſt; hin-and obvious fenſe 
of St.. Paxl'swionds: For: this Fanſe oneht 
the momuntollieve power! over her heal 
bera'iſe of thei Angels, he was a diſcoir! 
ſing the decency of mens praying un- 
covered, and women covered, becauſe 
the woman ought to be in { ubjeRtion 
to hcr husband * and therefore 1t was 
undecent to appear with her head un- 
covered; an] much more {o in relgt- 
ous Aſſer iblies, wherein we are to have 
a. greater regard to decency becauſe of 

U4 the 


1 Cor. 1-10 


oy 


a) attend our Worſhip, in 
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layes ;: ime reverence men, much- mor 
the Angels of Gods: From: whence we 
learn theſe two things; that the Angels 
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attend-our Worſhip,-and that; for.that = 
reaſon, we ought to:be verycareful of 
a decency:.aind gravity. in our Wor. 
Ds, if 40 rorfle Hig mr ans rH 
And certainly did men heartily be- 
heve; and ſeriouſly cenſider, that 
and - his haly Acige look /00,-and-take 
ſpecial notice .of. every aQtion,. andare. 
greatly offended with a light andtri- 
Hing carriage, -with.any- geſtures or 
aChions, which unbecome ſo great a - 
preſence, it, would compole them-to 
greater ſeriouſneſs and; devorion , 'and . 


_ 1 Gither- make them-afraid-to+-come it 


Church ,,.' or more rgyerent when 
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ive Minifter 3 
Himiimidrvme Hyrans,and 
tap! our joint P i etitt+ 
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; Fa rh te , which 
at Nor, '+har't ar to very 
9 © when theend of hearing 
and the matt excellent 
of often Religion-4s the 1m- 
mediate 


Miniſter ; | be 


A. 4 


2d rw 
< favo 


with the connivanice, if not 
allowance of our. Governours;:: 
Liturgy is- the form of publick War 
{hip and adminiſtration of Sacraments; 
there the Church offers up.more _ 

cially 
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os it looks Si L et] 

ri, Church, Fx you: 10 a3 

thoſe ,, who: are - preſent 

prayer; - but:when we. 

ſouls to God: in: that pu 

Prayers preſcribed ie 4 ter 

rity, we: joyn withall the Coy 

ons of Exgland,' who at hs fame time 

offer up the ſame Prayers and Praiſes 

in thelame words, as if they. were, but 

one Co __—_ and: had but. one 

heart and mouth ; and thoſe men, do 

not. underſtand the reaſ@n and nature 

of publick Worſhip , who make light 

of this. | 
Why is the Worſhip of a Religious 

A flembly more acceptable to God,than 

the private: Devotions, of good. men , 

when they might as well ſtay at —_— 

an 


ahd: favour to5ſuch Aﬀem. 
n-of this'is, 
p with'the unity and 
ty. of Worſhip; for he hach 
expreſhy promiſed,rhat if 1wo of you ſball 
Matth. 18. agree on earth, astouching any thing they 
19, 20 all ak, it: all be done for them of my 
Father, which$s in heaven for where 

two.or- three are gathered rogether in my 

name, there am Þ in the wid of them: 

This is t fundamental'Charter of 

Chriftian Aﬀembli s, atid the reaſort 

of -it: certainly is ftronger ,'the more 

umverſal the conſent and agreement 
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which are the Deſires and Petitions of 
the whole Church, even when they 
are offered up by a ſingle Miniſter ; 
5 which 
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now very much.g "OWN Out. 


moſt people look. upon it, CER S 


needleſs and t oY ublefome:Ceremony,,, 
to carry their Children to..che-publick.,, 

\ Congregation, there tg:he. lemnh 
admutted;by. aptiſe n_ into.the, fellow-. 4 
Thip of Chri s Church, | They.chigk. 
It. ha be as ll | done. 3 1. a+PFiv; cut 
Chamber., as ſoon as the. Child: 
born, with little company, - and W1 ih 


As prevailing, as this A Ok nw. is, 
it is of a, very. late date , evenin this | 
Church, It ſeems toowe its original , 
to, the diſputes about mT for 
X 2n 


ay | 
Sal nal 7 FREASAR 


Na fg ae the? 
men wy gtGo GoLFather 
of the 
Is, they - 
| * thei * Children Prank at 
home res either when they could. 


meet with ſich a c6hſclentibus Confor- | 
mil as could diſpenſe with his Rule. 


eChurchpk England was: 
—- wn, and ok Eras the: Li- 
turgy and Ceremonies ul d; thoſe 
who ftill retained their reverence and 


3 s of the 


wg 79 "Ti E, pf Ark db occafi: © 
one, Ke cohtinued by fo ome, as apiece : 
tare, by ethits';6 fave charge and * 
rrobble;! v ic'rhight/be much better.” 
ſaved by:Phblick” 


tifm;” by others: 
out of 15f! racks and't 


} ercieſs 4 akind'' 
ard indjlg ent Mother dares, not expo ole ' 

a g Infant to the colt Air, unleſs i It. 
be-to ſend it to nurſe. F 
I couldneverhear anything > plead- 

ed for this praQtice, that deferved an * 

aniwer; that which niakes this cuſtom” 
7, LEDILLES _ CEC «prevail; F 


of 'Weordbip: Vicke | fat 


of sliis willappear; ries wow 
DES i hiinlinpand 
1;'T 15-0Ur: onhat +) 
- miſfion//into: the-Chriftian Church, 
and therefore ought-ro. be ad iniltifired 
inthe publick Congregation. Baptiſin 
makes US? \fEmbers' :of | the body of - 
rift, 2nd unites usto theiſociety''of | 
hriſtians, and 'thereforeis of 4 pub+ 
lick.nature, and therefore-ought-to'be - 
adminiltred ents: For [there is . 
ng-other.rule, 'I.know of, whereby to 
determine ; the-manner : and circum- 
ſtances of any aCtion, but to conſider 
the nature. of it; there are ſomeaCtis 
ons, | which are more proper \to .be 
done. in private, others, which require 
ſome publick folemnities: arid it 'is as 
undecent. todo x publick aCtion, #;e. art 
action of a publick nature, - privately, 
as, it 15 toda private ationinpublick. 
fs 2 Now 
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.—_—_— 1 Now. than okeoreinhpif 'Þ piblicki 
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© GI iconcemnswwhio'e foe? 
-and:ifiich-is >the; [admiſſion Gf 
wich -wembers,andicherefbre on ou be” 
to rg oy in the ISR as welt as * 
by the authorityot: he Church. The 
cICaoy: indeed O Ty F; 


fore Wherieids eatily alnide6d 50 
dqes2not7 loſe its; vertue gifor- wart of? 
ſome due circumftances'y : but ir! is a: 
great faultinthoſe, whowilfully and 
obſtinately refuſe. rogive alt Chiiſtias: 
ofices:theitdue folemnity 21 11072 1 
2: Wei may conſider), that Baptiſin'" 
contaipsda»publick profeffion: of our : 
faichan Chriſt : 1t.is a ? mblick: owiihig) 
of his: Religion: no-adult/perſon was ' 
ever. ; nkenack to Baptiſm withour'a | 
rofeſſion of tbis faith in Chriſt: inal-- 
ſukon to which, -- as iLearned”' Men” 
think; St. Peter cal ils Baptifm, wor: the-- 
putting: away: of the filth of the #eſb, bit * 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards : 
Ged. . The. perſon ro;be-baptized be-- 
ing:examinedabout his faith in Chrit;: 
and relolutions of obeying him: ©: 
| Now the profeſſion of our faith, the 
more-publick ir is, the more agreeoble 
IS it tO. th: nature of Baptiſm, and-the* 
TR £ X% conſtitution 


which if a viſible Society: pr 

the faith of Chtiſt: and thoughindee 
Infants, whoare baptized, are not ca- 
pable' of making fuch a publick-pro- 
fefſion of theit--taith', yet: their Spon- 
ſors and Sureties are, who undertake 
for their education in the Chriſtian 
faith- :-* 2nd--certainly the publick 
Church is the moſt proper place for 
ſuch a publick-profeon. | 

To baptize our Children privately, 
looks as if we' were aſhamed of the 
Chriſtian profeſſion ; and there is not 
a more ettectual'way to root our Chri- 
Nnny, than to deſtroy all the pub- 
-lick ſolemnities of Worſhip. 

4. Publick Baptiſm is very much for 
the; edification of the Church : Tt 
minds Chriſtians of their Baptiſmal 
Vow, which 1 fear too many are apr 
to forget ; ; it Puts good thoughts into 
then , when they lee, what a grave 
and ſerious thing 1t 15 to. be. a Chri- 
ſtian ; it ſers-their conſtiences on 
work, to. review their paſt lives, and 
to conſider how they have kept their 
Baptiſinal Vow : it minds Children 
and Servants of their duty, who are 
{e:dome at private Baptilin ,-and are 
X 3 many 


f 


apart Sick th E/ Micah | 
b -rhbſe, who'tave'been- "Gd. 
Fathers or God:Mothers, What chatge 
they have niche eideh they are 
to look upon as ſomewhat mote'than'a 
comphanacs toa friend,/or matter 6f 
Ceremony ; :even'a' truft;*and'a truſt 
of the higheſt nature, an obligatiorito 
'God,/and to his Church, to take'cate 
of the Vertuous and Religious Educa- 


tion of ſuch'Children. "Which 'may 
conyince-all conſidering'men,'of what. 


great uſe it"is, that'Baptifon ſhould be 
adminiftred 'with all 'the 'aweful 'agd 
publick ſolemnities that' maybe ; and 
not be huddled over in/private, 'as'a 
thing”, that 'muſt be done, chough | it 
matters not how, 

5. For this we'have the example of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who always 
admipiftred Baptiſm in! publick Pcs, 
and 1n the preſence of the Congrega 
tion. At firſtindegd they baptized 
Rivers or Ponds, as John the By ales 
gl in Jordan, where our Saviour Fith- 

ſelf was baptized, which made'mary 
in the Primitive Church ambitiotts to 
be baptized there alſo, as Enſcb;us 're- 
t pores of- Conſtantine the *Eqhperour , 
| thoy gh 
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he SUBER Wit. 


though he rf inted in it: af- 1D 


_terwards_th they _built Fonts. near the 


Church, then in the Church-porch, and SS 


at laſt in the Church it ſelf ; andnever 
allowed 'of private BafMims , bur in 
_ daiger of death. 
% . And a, mak the ation, More. Þ: 
emn , they had publick times for 
Baptiſm - hich by moſt Ctuirches 
were Eaſter and Whitſanday , when all 
their, Catechumens , who elifed a 
.ptiſin, . and. were ju deed. for 
. il 1, WEFE admitted . into the. dy "of 
; Chi iftians,, and . made mernbers of 
; _ and of his Church. ; py 
.,,, And Ha it continued in following 
"Ages, and {o.it wught fill to\be accor- 
"1 ling to the R 108, of our Ch Church (1 
mean as to þ e publick ad dmini ration 
4 f Bapeiſrm, t hough it. be. not. now con- 
fre ed to ſuch certain times). which al- 
lows of no private Papti ms, but ;j in 
" danger of death : So that this isa plain 
 tranſprefſion of the Ruke, and therefore 
ſuch a diſorder, as no man ſhould. be 
Ercte of, who profelles himſelf a mem- 
r of otr Church. 
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other great. miſcarriage is, har 
FN few. men are id. ready and care- 
"ful, as they ought to be, to ſubmit their 
Children and Servants. to publick. In- 
_ ſtruQions. ©. Of what mighty concern- 
' ment the Religiousand Vertuous Equ- 
cation of Youth is, need not tell you ; 
| for 1 iha great mealire their happineſs 
in this” Vorld and: In "the. next. de- 
Pons on, it ; when Fakhen bo 
rought up in ignorance and foll y, if 
layesa foundation of. Atheiſm and De 
banchery' ih their riger” /EArs. ' Unleſs 
they be t:'ughr ro'know and to fear 
God: betimes, they are bl \ rear dari er 
of laughing ar Got ind;Religion, Th 
| making a mock of fin, Us they grow n 
ears and wickedneſs, I doubt not 
for the Atheitlm and lewdneſs of. this 
preſent. 
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That this is < is too: VEYFOR and 
yet I cannot .make any probable « we 
jeQure, what ſhould The caule 
| FE © HT 
"rife 'No man ce can think itan 

:  enogogy rae. thing, nets Chal 

_dren-. be thorou ru in the 

(Hh: les.of C Sin knowledge: for 
| edge. mult be both. the. rule of 
praQtice, wt the motive of obe, 


Th th the Caſings 
f thus Aoi -and 


Fog WD ho orig of n 
ledge of which, they cannot. c« 
Oo oning 
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his Divine 'Sr ws . the Ji ch 
come, at | EVET ing lite 
Nor'is it (EC, oo to be bebe to lay 
'over theſe words, without ſome com- 
Foo uns anding, of the ſenſe and 
tneanin ig '0 frhem, the e Articles of our 
'Creed Uo "not work. like Spells. gr 
'Charrs, 'by. the Magical power, or - 
| found of words, butas arguments and 
"motives, that is, as they convey ſuch'a 
ſenſe of thitipsto our minds, as govern 
| our 
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iden yet. tt 
'feftual, as Carechizing : fo 
* princip les of knowled edge re Ol 
_ tavgl Ni Joy a mbyd Th words, agd 
fulPd into them by degrees, as they 
- are able to bear Id \ There is -#/k for 
' babes, and meat for PR 17 wen: to: un- 
derftand the firſt principles of Chri- 
ſtian knowledge. 1s neceſſary to teach 
'them'to'underftand a Sermon, which 
commonly ſappoles | ſome. competent | 
knowledpe in the principles of Chri- 
ſtianity :,and thetrue reaſon, why-1o 
w_ men underſtand Sermons, or get 
y good by them, -is, becauſe they. 
nee well underſtood theirCatechiſm. 
The.want of this careful inſtruQtion 
of Youth, makes them ſo unſtable and 
uncertain in their Religion, when they 
'come tobe men. _ This makes ſo man 
different Opinions and SeQts of Rel- 
gion, that they are turned aſide with 
oy wine of dorine , that they es 
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2. cance 1 ſ neithier” t Mat any 

conl B men Foul thidk-t Rretis- 

no-neeq* 

ſters\ of Religio for cheinft run of 

Youth: this indeed is a dut \* Which. 

every Patent; aid Maſter of IFamily - 


iseoncerne#4n,” toinftruft.thoſe, who -- 
afe under their care in the khowledge - 
afidfear of Gdd'; bur if they think'their * 
Minifter able Art IvE "they - ©; 
cannot bur: think" it reaſonable to deſire 
bisa:bftance'to inffrudt their C *hildren, 

- They eall rr the affiſtance' of men. 
expert and $kilful 'in oat Arts to - 
reach them thoſe. Arts', hich Hep ; 


prot, though they have od $ki 


Rives in (eB ; and there _is\no-. 
thing of fiich.moment to Hem and : 
4 than” 


nothing it'may be more difficul 
to! De thoreughly inftrudted in Reli-” 
g10N, 
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Phil, 2.9, 10, the pie. of Jeſs TEE Jbauld: bom, / 
1 both. of things in heauens and-things.on | 
earth *  apd things undex.. t the. earth, and. 
that eve off (a8 ould confeſs, that Je 
je For ra to: the phory of God the ., 
4 hen theſe earthly badies.. 
rot; in * My grave, they hall 
be er 47 F772 at, the Fug day incorruptible 
Fc Fang _, Theſe are great, ſub-, 
ſtupend Ok ies,.. anditre-: 
ahi no {mall skill._ to, W's Hob. 
ro 


iy di bis ns Hd he hi is 
mily, 'when' he neglefts, or refi 
brings them to publick AR 
For he mult Secs, th I'R 
Children and Servants who BT bq- 
_ prized, are members of thei HpRs, 
Church, and therefore ought 6 
ject, to the inſtruQiogs a and a 
O It, as far as their age and cax ing 
will permir, They. o not only | be." 
lopg, to his private care , tut: to the” 
F 'publick" 
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man ..can 
think” FRE being guilty of LY great a fin, 
which. 15A kind of Raw) ge, as It Te-: 
Hts God; 2 Gn from 
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_ Elpe Ally ro 9h chr is 
a, more- pe culiar- 6 attends the 
publi RT: 1oftruQtions of; the Church; 
tor th Vick me reaſon, that God prefers. 
piibſk pore rivate ; Viorlhip, and 
15 5 more peculiar rly prele efit in Chriſtian. 
Aferabhees, than inthe families of pri. 
vate Chril iſtzans, and-bleſſes the DIRE 
A dmaniſtr: Tracom s of his Word before pri-. | 
Np | 


hich ma Trees convince vs, . 
ly the PE Cog pHev of, Chil- 
dref' and Youth, is not Ee whar. 
ever goo! 1 inftriittions they may have, 
at home: for beſides what I havecal- 

ready 
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_ ready (obſerved; that God does more - 


'Congregations: there will be an emu- , 
lation between Youth, who ſhall give 


of their faith-;: atid-as they grow in 
years, they will be' aſhamed: to contt- 
nuve Children in underſtanding © we 
may be improved to fuch admirable. 


nothing more to recommend it, 1t 
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peculiarly bleſs publick' Inſtirutions; Chap: V. 
there /ate \ſeveral> advantages" in/it,, VV 
Which I ſhall briefly repreſent, 

+2x, This will make then! more Gare 

fal to improve in- knowledge, when 

x know, they muſt give an account 
of fuch' improvements'to the publick 


the moſt manly and rexfonable'account 


ſee the effeAts of this ſhame and emu- 
lation in other matters, and when it 


advantage in this cafe, if there were 


were a ſufficient reaſon to all good 
men, whodeſire the1mprovemenr and 
increaſe of Chriſtian knowledge ih 
the World, to encourage atid pro- 
mote it. FC £44þ 
2. By this meatis the Church may 
take notice of the improvement ''of 
Youth in Chriſtian knowledge, which 
is neceſſary to their regular admiſſion 
to higher acts of Communion. Thoſe, 
who are baptized , when they are 
77 Y Childreg, 


wes ap | Tenor, 
they ſhould. in ſome ,cOfnpetent 17 
ſure > under6iand thei Religion, and be 
able to give a ir We _ 
their: fai } 4 .and thoug 

pg wy 0 Biſhop may ef ſatisfied 
4n this a fn I 'Fet - 
this is je tisfaQion to. the Congre- 
gation, wth whom they; are to com- 
municate \ any. othetwiſe-, than as 
they. relye-upon. the authority of their 
Mitifiers. 3 - but ſuch yours meri will 
be received with a more univerſal ap- 
-plauſe; and ſincere joy; to. the Table 
of qur Lord ,, who. have: given ſich 
_ publick; teſtimony of their pers. 
ments.in Ghriftian knowledge. 

3. Another adyantage is, that. this 
trains up Children and Youth in a juſt 
.reſpeCt and reverence for their ſpiri- 
al Guides. This may be thought an 
-1nconfiderable thing, and ohly a word 

' by the by for my own Profeſſion ; but 
let it be for whom it will, Religion 
. never did, nor ever 1s like ” flouriſh, 
when the Miniſters of Religionare de: 
-Ipiled, when their orinſel, 1s ſighted 


Ee 2 z and 


/ 


bro Dr we t6 tf 1elr TOY 1Ga, es.;.to 
reverence their rene ah re poook and 
ceaſurt Mons to apply to them. in all 
caſts which. concern their ſouls. 
Now when men have been trained 
hp in, the : kipwkds ge of Religion by 
their Sp iritual Guides, and have Squc 
the benefit of their inſtruQions , 
ſhpks them naturally reverence t air 
zements, and adviſe with them in 
Ul ificult caſes: a thing much out of 
uſe now, and we ſee the {ad effes of 
it ir the lives of too many. _ | 
4, By the publick inſtrufions of 
Ah, thole may learn the firſt prin- 
Ciples OI i who are too old in- 
deed to be Catechized , but yet very 
much want it: it is almoſt incredible 
to think, how ignorant many,menare 
of the very firſt rudiments of Chriſti. 
anity, who are baprizedin their Infan- 
cy indeed, but were never catechized : 
all our Sermons are in 4 manhier- loſt 
upon theſe meri, who can. never be 


- brought to EI d Religion, unleſs 
you 


Concerning the. publick 
you teach. them, as you do Childreg, 


E IL. which would be thopght a' great af 


front to their age,and long profeſſion:: 
and therefore the beſt and modeſtelt 
way of inftruCting theſe men, is. to 
inftrut Children, when they are pre- 
Tent, which may be of preat uſe to 
them, if they be ſenſible of their own 
ignorance, and do not diſdain inſtru- 
10N., | — 
I ſhall add but one thing more, and 
ſoconcludethis argument ; that when 
T ſpeak of inftroding Children, I 
would not have you think. that I onl 
mean, ſuch young Children, as are. 5uſt 
able to repeat the Catechiſm by hearr, 
but are nor capable of giving any 
other anſwer , to what you' ask, but 
what they find in their Books; ſuch 
Children as theſe, are ſcarce capable of 
any inſtruction, nor can it much edihe 
the Congregation to hear them repeat 
imperfetly the words of the Cate- 
chiſm; but I principally .mean ſuch 
young men, who are capable of lear- 
- ning, who can underſtand , what is 
faid to them, and make a reaſonable 
anſwer, at leaſt with a little help and 
inſtruction. | 
We live now in an Ape, wherein it 
es 3 wy Is 


© Hits of Tut? 


is thought a reproach for thoſe to be 
catechized , who are got out of their 
hanging-ſleeves ; as ſoon as they are 
old enough to learn a Trade , they 
think themſelves too old to learn their 
Religion-: But is Religion then fo eaſie 
a thing, that every yourh of ſixteen or 
ſeventeen is paſt his Catechiſm ?. Is'it 
a greater reproach at ſuchan Age to be 
inftructed in Religion, than it-1s ro 
learn Arithmetick and Merchants ac- 
= a600-44,  oneowanoadts 

I readily S$rant, ſuch young men 
ought not to be treated like Children, 
to be: made repeat only the words of 
the Catechiſm, as School-Boyes do 
their Leſſons' ; bur there is a, manly 
way of inſtruCtion, which wilt not un- 
become their years, but much contri- 
bure to their 'increaſe in Chriſtian 
knowledge ; could this point be once 
pained , to perſwade Parents and 

alters to ſend fuch to be'catechized, 
asSare capable of inſtructions, 'I ſhould 
not doubt-in/a fhort time' to ſee very 
happy etfeQts of this ſo much deſpiſed 
and neglefted duty. 
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He laſt OY I ſhall at Pre- 
elle ogg notice :S: is. the ge- 


por 


i El Ten With 


per is the moſt excellent w_ x pag.t 
benefigil- part of Chriſtian Worſhip; 


and 
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| ad rhdeed 'one would think;thaethero © 
_ oe cle" to'perfvade. any = 
ſo-adwa COus bend ops but 


w6 difcourſs,\: F Fader I I 
brix Thad Rods vous, into as nhar- 
rowa'compaſs asT can: and x. Shew 
you'the great evitand finfulnefs of this 
_ negle&, and. Examine what are the 

us cauſes: or occafions', which teinpt 
mewtofuch ainegle&, FAY EV Ran 

-iy, The great 'evil' and ſinfulneſ of 
this'/n i andithe moſt? 


-eff6@ual 
5 ro-convitce'rhen of this" ya 


taminpebof& many obligations 3vkich 
{TDKUB hnpheged ent” elebratioiof 
Fo xa 73 kk £1.34 Yu 1 iy! To% ww l 
fla ey And Fihal firſt argus fomzho 
Command! and'Thſtitution" of otit'Sa: 
viobry-which certainly-is ſuficient”to 
awike icia ftanding and neceffary dirty 
ro-all , who . profeſs | themſelves: Tus 
diſeiptes, - 

Now -the Taftivinion of this Feaſt 
runs ia the form of a command; So 
Sti Mutthew tells:t1s, as they were eating 
6444. theFeaſt of the Paſfeover )'Je/#s 
 Fook bread , and bleſſed it , and brake it, 
and TOR is to'the apt ana. ſata, take; 


eat, 


Matth.26. 26, 


27, 28. 


REO eats; ahinadegh: Son the; cup 
*in% and: ghve;;thenks,: and: gaue: it to them, 
ſaying, drink ye: all-of rity; for this: is 'my 
boods of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed. 
fer:iminyfar the: remiffloncef fins. The 
Mark 14. 22, ſame [ACCOUNT Ste) Dlatk and St. Laike 
leh, 29-56 give of cit; and; alipoſti in the fame 
: _ "e241 words ; ſ0. does St. Pal, which bere- 
 _. 7 Cor.1r. 23, Ceived: by. xpvelation: from Chriſt him: 

Þ 245 25+ ſelf, 

.S0 thet choſe menat leaſt are ouilry 
of a very great-ſin;- who never-cele- 
brate this heavenly! Feaſt-,rif it will: be 
acknowledged a linito; break: a plain 
exprels inſtitution ofourSaviour; and 
yery great numbers: there. arc-of ſuch 
men-1a.qurChurehGf atleaſt chey may 
be ſaid to be in the Church) who never 
received: the Lords' Supper j who: call | 
Chriſt Lord, and Maſter,- but donor |} 
the-rhing, which he: has commanded, | 
'And there-are wo: very: coalgenthia 
aggravations af rhis fig, © | ? 

x. That it is his laſtand dyin epitt- 
mand, which uſvally'hab great _ 
neſs and authority: inrity though: ig-be 

E<1.1 bur the command, -nay; but the deſire 

: x 4-i of a-Friend : this! command he gave 

3 his Diſciples rhe ſame night,- wherein 

F, he was Lerrayed., _—_ he was juſt 

E We about 


T3 


vs = 6, = 


_about _ wo this: out inflerifcs for 
ſis,w was preparing toencoun- 
ter. with: ſcorn and reproach, with 
SES 
1 10NS'OT{ [NE TTOIS it is' 
wa of the love. of curd ying 


that wewill not obey hisdying 


_ 0:2, That: our Saviour by he Iftic Inſtitu- 
tion of 'this: holy Feaſt, has delivered 
us from all the numerous , trouble- 
mk -expenſive - Ceremonies' and In- 
ſtiturions: of the Jewiſh Worſhip : he 
haz put.an endt0/Circumciſion, Sacri- 
fices,: Legal Wafhings and Purificati- 
ans; andithelike;' and has only infti- 
ryted Baptiſm asthe Sacrament of our 
 admiſkor irtohis C hurch, 'iwhichcan- 
not. be-t FICVOUS. jneugh 'trouble-- 
Þme; when its adminiſtred but once 
19:4 maniforhis-life ;' and: the Lords 
Supper asa ſtanding Rite of Worſhip ; - 
and: to deny: obedience. to. 'one  eafie. 
Gommand; :when our Lord has 'deli- 
pw uis goes __ a ry ra _ un- 
porta FORE, 1S; A gn-, tas 
niuch asmen talk of ChriſtianLiberty, 
they little value that love , which Ig 
we tit atfo dear rate. 


Others . 


ws i ache gre 
7 Saviour «Inftire: 


the; Wihe:5 mm cruel Bron an om 
gta Mp4: egy ſhalt 


neht, / that be: iff w_ 
Jl as an linary: pave Chri- 
Soper Worfhip:; if flreperyary J 
that wefliould have | my 
. teries:only on ſome fer and folemn 
times, he would havetold usfo;- bur 
hayiig dppointed :no-time-for it, we 
mukfd 7 nap ; that this is/pare of thas 
Wovſhip, which he cxpe&s from Chri- 
ftians-an all their publick® Religious 
_ Aſſemblies, when ever -theyic meet to< | 
gether: ito. wotlhis God” and t <f 
Saviour. - - 2047 
And thus the: Primidive Chuiſtians 
Enya our Saviour, for they never 
| met . 


at en ae - 
;- holy: wh Sond ge 


br: 


and; we 7 
q; the Apoliles dayes, F 
5 1415 evident, this cuftam of xe- k 
_ everyday, continued. ſome = | 
Wir; Sei 16 was 1A St. Caproce's 
_— and; ſe 89645 Res ins He 
x99'S ting, ; and:the! Apoſtolieal-Ca- 
OBS » and the Synod af 4h der mn po 
BaUNnge | pi mnt arr /AgAIAIT och. Cer. 2. 
thoſd Chriſtians, ho.cometo-Church 
to join, inpther; Religious Offices, knit 
Sher: withour '$8CELving;the' Lerds 
x: afterwards, as mens. zeaÞ in 
ehewon de:ayed, 10 they abate in 
Ned RAE: GCelebratian of this Feakt ; 
Mol rom every day:it came to onee or 
F7 twice 


Kt, Was. ig 


A _- - 


he oncerning the great Neoleft 


ewice-a Week, or every Lords day, 
SECuBdzthattheClure 


WIS ras forced'to:make proviſion: by 'het 


iblick Canons, that every Chriſtian 
ſhould -ar leaſt receive the- Supper of 
the Lord three times:a'year, 'on"the 
three great ne % ay BY q 
Chriftmaſs, Eaſter and Whitſnndny.” 
the Pet our Saviour co! 
it- to-no time, ſeems'to make it anror- 
dinary-<part - of Chriſtian Worſhip, 
efpecually when it was thus-expoun+ 
ded -by- the -general"praQtice of the 
- ſtles -and Primitive -Chriſti 
were moſt likely to underſtand 
oy Saviours meaning, that I confeſs, I 
am fo far from thi ing it an-excuſe 
for-communicating/ſeldoine , 'that"I 
want'a fair Apologyits make for our - 
ſelves for communicating ſo feldome 
as once-a Moneth, ukileſe the degene-. 
racy of the Age, the decay of Chrifti- 
an Piety, and that little ſenſe men have 
of the-neceffity and ror. of this 
duty, be thought a good A jon Ongy 1 
-2. For we may confide arther, that 
asChriſt has inſtituted this holy Sup- 
per, fo he has inſtituted itasan aft of 
Religious Worſhip. - It is'a Sacrifice 
of ye: and Thaakigiving to- _ 
an 


of the Lords Supper. 


and. to our. Saviour. It 1s--a.comme- 
-moration of the Sacrifice of Chriſt up» \ 
on ithe C Craſs, « ſbewing forth; the Lords 
4 ath until he come; therefore. isa 
myſterious Rite of Worſhip,, as all; Sa- 
crifices were under the Law... Bur to 
explain this more particulazly,t ah 
orietly: I ſhall c lider this holy 
Hoe as .it reſpetts God, and as it re- 
peas our Saviour... .... 

As With reſpe&to God :.and. fo we 
may conſider it as/a Thankſgiving or 
asSa Prayer... 

1,ASAa Thankſpivin to God for his 

zreate and uncxpreſlible . goodneſs -in 
ky his Son Jeſus Chriſt into the 
World, and offering him upas anex- 
Piation' and atonement. for our .fins. 
Certainly it becomes us to admire and 
adore that Infinite .Goodneſs., ' which 
took pity.on us 1n our low. efta te,'and 
provided a Ranſome and Sacrifice and 
Redeemer for us ; Who ſo leved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſe ever believeth in him, ſhould 
; ll riſh, but have everlaſting life. 
when ſo proper todo this,as when 
WM celebrate this holy Feaſt, when we 
- commemorate the Death "and Suffe- 
rings ot 0 our Lord, which muſt er 
affe 


John 3. 16. 
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of his 
Kt Riith Jes; Yhat: Wy | 

aid rememibrahee of it, | 
Dea Th E 

+ You cannot more. 5 | ly 
—_ ay mall, thaii t ſhew the vi- 
 "Hibke Wins and thonttnefts of his: 
.  "Bauily atid Chatity, as the Widons 
weeds flrewea the cots ani tarmients 
5 vreas mide, while ſhe was with 
ibm. Thus when we offer up to 
God the miertiorials of Chriſts Death 
and Paſſion, it is'2 viſible Sacrifice of 
Praiſe , and ſpeaks ſach' kind of 1an- 
guage a5 this 3 ; Behold Lord, here is the 
totes of thy love to us, thy own Son 
bleeding il dying for ouy ſins, th Jy eter - 
wal Sos the Son of thy .lbue, 1n whons 
thy ſoul js welt Hleafel, dying upon the 
"Crofs, aſhunjeful, accurſed, Vingy ing, tor- 
"Dentias death, ſcorned axd teproached of 
eh, ard forſthen of Go2, who IE 
1708 
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un ontornen 0nd > | 
fe hm im to firuggle with the. fears whd RAP 
wkaefs of | buntant natue, mithout thoſe © 
je end fapht ati ul, Jupporys 3 whroh 
--alow. needed. maſts. but Jeaſh erijoyed. 
"W e ml never + fuck love as this, 
we will, Prat celebrate this holy 
ſer Yayo tr wp Yhe memorials-of 
-eYweefi 5, £518 frecrifiee df pra 
tis Þ Js an ooo Father 2 Go, | 
ua Oo jar tg £ o F | 
- 111 Ihe upper may' .6bn i 
tered as a Sheramerit of Prayer ;: ;for 
1o the Sacrifices. under the Law were 
alwayes offered; with Prayer, which 
'were accepted :in vertue of the Sacri- 
-fice;; | and: therefore though all men 
could not every day atttnd the; Tem- 
| ns Worſhip, eſpecially thefe who 
ived-at a great diſtance from the 
: Temple, yet the time of Morning and 
Evening Sacrifices were - the -uſtral 
| of prayer obſerved by pious and 
_ devout men, who ſent up their prayers 
together with ' the Sacrifice; Thus 
Ezra tells us, - at the Eventug- Sacrt- EZra 9s. ge 
- fice, 1 fell upon my knees, and ſpread out 
any bands unto the Lord my God: and | 
.to ; this the P/a/mift alludes, Let. may Plal. 141. 2: 
2 os be fet before thee ky ney, 
an 


Conoentine the. great" ple 
and. the _ fp bands 4s- tor 


VS \ For. wh fall of man we cannot | 2 
expett;, thar God ſhould hear our ay- ÞF 
ers for our own ſakes,: we.can no. | 
atonement and expiation for our own 
fins, nor 'offer him'any juſt compen- 
Gation for them; and therefore under 
the Law God appointed Expiatory Sa- 
crifices,. to be offered by the Prieſts, - 
-who were Gods Miniſters; and now 
under. the Golf | God has ſent his + 
own Son -into the World''to be both 
our Prieſt, hm our I: i of ac- 
ceptation of our.pra depends up- 
on the power of his wm 10n , _ 
the power: .of his Interceſſion - upon 
the merit of his blood : for with his own 
blood he entred once into the holy place, 
heving obtained eternal redemption for 
 #. We mult now go to God inhis 
Name, and plead the Merits of his 
| blood, if we-expeCt a gracious anſwer 
to our * Prayers. 

—_ for this end was the Lank 
per inſtituted, tobe a Remembrance 
rift, or . of the Sacrifice of the 

c "oſs ro ſbew forth the Lords death till 
he come, which as it reſpeAs God, is 


to pes him in remembrance of Chriſt's 
death, 
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p-cheir | prayers, roltod] rt 


ti theSacrifice of Chriſt there 
repeoſented, ifot wi: whole ©Mm ch, 
and all ranks and conditionsef rent 


For :this reaſorr the Lords Supper was 
called'a Commenorative' Sacrifices be. 
cauſe we therein offer up: to God the 
Remembrance” of 'Chrift*s 'Sacrifice > 
and therefore inthe ancient Church, 
the'Alrar, or the-place' where they 
conſecrated the: Elements; was'the 
place alſs', where they- dffered up 
theirpray ers, 26 fignifie thavthey offe- 
redrtheir prayers only u1-vertue-of-rthe 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, and chat the very 
tFemembranice' of: this Sacrifice" iti the 
Lords Supper by vertue of its Inſticu- 
tion, did render-their prayers preva- 
tent and acceptable to Godz- and there: 
fore un the very firſt accoutit we have 
of hs .xercile of Chriſtian Worſk-t2, 

ff W: 


bad. eB; 


vn BEE-oo- hea 
- Za Tv we GH. 7 theLark $ 
as .it reſpets mw pres 5H 26 A 
Rocking of hin, 10 it. contains all 
arlbin”, 


thar F cog - W. which'the 
Chri Church -'payes; him as-2 
thankful. acknowledgement - of _ his 


great love; in dying for thew, as will 
appear, if we.conſider, what -> is fo do 
this in Remembrance of bim:.. 1% 

3. This ſignifies-to keep his Feaſt 
as a publick and ſolemn Commemo- 
ration of our Lord : we ought tore- 


membet our Saviour, and-think of him 


a$often as we can; but this holy Feaft 
is @ publick celebration” of his fame 
and memory : we nwſtnotonly think 
of our Saviour, as we-doof an abſent 


Friend, 'who is very:dear:tous, but we 


muſt remember him as ſome Nations 
do their publick Patrons, and; Bene- 
factors, with ſolemn and ſeſtival j joYes. 


The. 


per 
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10Ng' 10 e, atld ER all his 1 
th and; Se and hin. who $2 the ; 
| "Thats theDevil, | We 

ob: ſing” praiſes to the Law off God, Rev: 3:14. 
ho'war laza;”! "aud 1s worths* ro" Fereive 
| + and : berach ad” wifa F1" "a4 
eh, and bony od ty ant 


s is tlic properworkofa Re- 
1 OUS Feall to' call to mind the works 
3 of God, andaſciibe unto himthe olo- . 
4. 75 due utito his Name; | 


T This is th& true reafhn of al Rell- _— 

& gious Feſtivals. | The Seventh: Day 3 

* Sabbath was' ofiginally inffituted ih 

FF honour of the: Sor Make? of all 

F things; who finiſhed the Creation of - 
' theWorldin fix dayes, and reſted on 

-the ſeventh”; 'and was changed to the 

firſt day of the Week in remembrance 

of'the wok of our Redemption, and 

the Refurretion of our Savivur frort' | 

the dead. The [Feaſt of the-Palſeover 

2 2 wag 
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thus' we 
<in this 


love, 'and all the mighty: 
| -for caer ption«4 1-men- 
Kkind.'-: When: our Saviour Jays; Do 
this in_remembrance of met hervequites 
us to keep this Feaſt with-the pablick | 
expreſſiqns' of that-!love'and horipiur / 
8 __. which 1 


: EZ *\L 
Sg 4A 
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"I to _ be wnt ot he” 
nt 


"1t,.. does it. 


"Fealt rg 


ſee ich av vift | f: iN -re 
derrrd an 
: TY 6 


erins bread. Ld 


fileſs weakines i infirmities 
man? Olr-amaZzing aid ſorprizing 
fight! which! does: as much. 
pur paſſions"as-our faith, ar | 
much- toobig-for our; laveand joy and 
wonder, as 3t:is for" mu Ron's mr 
row underſtandifigs yet oh how 
pleaſant- ir: 18to'be loſt in ng © owe 
_ Plation of fuck love -and condeſcenti. 
'On as this! - to*hnd an objeCt xoo 'big. 
for our higheſt. raptures' and ecſaſies 
of devotion?! xhere we launch:our be- 
'yond the ſphere of words and choughts, 
anJ-are' {wa'lowed up in Glence.and 
wonder. :\:This is one great deſign of 
the Lords Supper; that we mav. cele- 
brate the praiſe and g' A of an Incar- 


nate God. 
, | £24 2. The 


VT» - FY 


on ;' and: rran- 
by k mir 


e 5:4 Jove' ſtrong 
ne; ordearh, alove which 


had no::can iſe but tit! felf,,- which did 
nor ind;-bub:make its-pbjedt, which 
piticd /us When we did" not" pity-out 
ielves,-whichſafered ſhch hard, ſuch 

aſt e from: the hands -of 


{inners; » 'to:denv Tra * 
pupiſhmenrs,' which they: had deſert 
ved- from: God; 'and» can we- do leſs 
than loye him, who hath loved-us firſt; 
thin: live ra-him, who hath died fot 
us, and -gwe up our ſelves to be ge: 
bear 'bychim, who gaye: | 
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nifice,whichis here repreſented; the 
oper ſubje&t of: Chriſtian praiſes 


> 
Yr - 
bad f 


\"Hor'flic duoc Saeiblo RL. 
421tbi God in Chriſts:name, 
Herhimcforwhipwonder- 

ſation of his! o60dneſs'in 

-of "the wh 'bdf our. re- 
demption, 


prayed never 4 :devou . 
ly, :and yet the Apoltieetells us;: that 


7*v4rY 
_ 


cy 


the IE the 


—_ od montana: mugs 
USENES ” 
_ faribis conlideration| af thisho- 


Ful \(noveos neceſſary) Is toirefiors 

+the Apoſtolical and Primitive-praQtice, 

=tocelebrate? the Lords Supper as often 
-as'we'mieet for publick Worſhip, if we 
-wou!d . have-our Worſhip-true-Chri- 
-ſtian Worſhip according to our Savi- 
- ours own inftitution, as underſioedand 


«»praftiſed bythe Apoſtles themſelves. 
oy 3. Andther 


lycd to tf 


the moſt 


"vilible, external. ſymb 
mupion- with Chriſt; ; 4: ohd infinw- 
as a Sacrament of-Union, ' for the 


conveyance of all divine and fpiritu- 
al Ong $,tO us. And fort he &x eg- 


f the Altar : behold Jſcach fer. 
are pot they which eat of the. 
 Cactifices,. artakers of the Altar.*::Fo 
partake! of. the Altar, fignifies to-par- 
take with God, whoſe Altarieis, that 
| 4s, tohavepart with him: for: part of 
b the Sacrifice was burnt-upon the Altar, 
', opgiven tothePrieſts, and-that; was 
Gods part orſhare, and theother part 

Was a by themſelves. PETE 
Thus: it was-among the; Heathens 
allo,who uled to'fraft onthe es 

We 1K 


* 
.* 


wot that ye ſhould have fellon 

x Cor.to. 20: Devils \xowerts, that you Nod 
Communicants withithem : 7+ canwor 
drink the'Cup of the Lord , and the 'Cu 

of Denils, 96 cannot be partakers of the 

oC VYe2l) Lords Table, and the Table of Devils: 
that is , it. is -as irreconcileable to:ear 
atthe Table of Chriſt and of the-Gen- 
rile Sacrifice, as-itis impoſſible tourtite 
Chriftand-falſe Heathen Gods. 


From whence we'learny that to eat. 
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1 me Danowi between men 
* an the. Eaſtern Countrey: w were: Ds 
a gauk rene by £ Gacribens 5 Wis it was 


[ % #p0n chalga And __ this rating 

| © ies, we may. conclude:from the-na- 

ture of the action, which-was contir- 

: ming a Covenant, and therefore-rhis 

' eating is: eating a'Sacrificeyas weiare | 

- more expreſly told ; then Facdboffered . "5+ 

Sacrifice upon the 1 ount, and called his 

+ Brethren to eat bread; and they dideat 

bread and tarried all.'s 1ant "1 won ''th2 

Mownt. And. thusit i; elpectally be- 3 
Aa wed i 


FEE deajcarea 


Heb. 9.18,19, bo 


God, are underiood eo:makt reno, 


Plalm go. 8. Ny have make 4: «Covenant with tb dee 
-Haprificesti3-7, 904.1252 ve boill 161; _ 
 _- hus ahwetack of Ciſe did ri 
= . and:confiem the Goſpel 
tween Godaiid men, -arlt 
blood-is::caHled the toddeof MaCone- 
"aunt; ard to: feaftoritheumemorials of 
hisdeattrandp -1s 2 fignitication 
that we-arein- Countcarnizich God, 
ant Goad withus.; thar we ftikioun 
: Our Covenant; and are: reſolved: ftrlt 
\ rodoſo;' tis to purGod:in: mind of 
his Covenantwith' -us,cand.us- of our 
= Covenant with'him-;:andif-we'have 
be deen -guilty of \any breach-of Cove 
7 nzne 22 Dn op —_— uponithe 


. commiſſios . 


ally: a8tib tz 
i fog 
EO 


fre x ene or $5 od : 
"$5 it ot wmighty:afrom-t6 Gdg, when 
rhe tidvices.us-to- his: Table, 4s: ws 
- ; a" in; Covenint with ;him 
- tive in fo-great a' negle& wa es $ it 
+ hot a Li Of FeSOUNICINg  Ohir: :Cove- 
nant, when'we':refule. to ownit by 
tuch publick ſolemnities,:as hd himlelf 
; A a 2 ha: 


1-che/ D Devil-we. have defiled: and 


of ori a 
| armourſelves with: powerful reſolu- 
tow againlt cheer t the future, a 
then we may approach the Table « 
God: and receive the pledges of his 
love, dape4s hs freſh as ton þ ou our 
YOT wt? A ough--our 
ord Jeſus Chrilt. a 
7 We do not-uleto receive andenter- 
' tain any at our Tables, but thoſe who 
7] argour Frizads ; ; OT at leaſt- are not 
F SOT ; —_——_ intryders,and 
[ nor tur out again, yet 
t make t ves 6 on _ 
indeed' a Covenant made by Sacrifice 
alwayes fignifies a Covenant of Peace, 
and uch tobe ſure the Goſpel Cove- 
| Ran at + 1, el -wotn the Lords Supper is 


acrament, a Covenant of 


to come tO 


vr png 

this Table, Pg iOor are as 

all-holy men, and all true humble pe- 

Nnitents are, and ſuch men ſhall be ſure 
1 £0 receive a joyful welcome, and all 
DE pn of God goa 
'” pper ELT 1S- TO 

al worthy receivers = 


2. In of our Lord, we :do 
noconly- eat at his Table , but we feed 
PRE id *./ 308 
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omni TI common Wnſs and'th: 


ritual - ide, as" ohh 
to us it the Sacrament of bis enenries 
ſtitution; 'As to'eS FEST, 
words-as'thay be. 555319-74292in008 Wi30 
| | The Lords 1 2--Ixold:you' 


Ow Ae RE $ 1 
the hn | 


Pwiibe 
it called-euys 
the” viobd"e ' 


wag-burnt' pGnih6 Har 4A 
beey ag gar; "and this hb 6 
gwe: de oſs ; 


Cy F 


Erofi I ſvidus; Foyer! 
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eat ;. for he was to riſe agatofrom th 
dead, wilt a glorious ant antorrup 
ble body, and aſcend up g-the? 


E and thers to cont 


tor WE MESS in ill 
of the World, where a Chri- 
(Church thanks O—__ ang 


—=4 — matter rr ES 
conkined-to -ane-place,,and tannot_ at 
the: lame time; be-at Rome and Con- 
Haut inoplt,:oor in tenthiouſand places 
at once, more-xemote thanthey:. and 
this Sacramevt: is tobe celebrated, his 
fleſh eat, andihis blaod drank, as long 
as the Churchand the World laſts,and 
it 15 contrary. toithe_nature of ;a body 
. £0. be:ſo;often eat:, and: yet:(continue 


he: ſame-hody ; and at-beſt were the 


brond none it, would be no better 


an. inhimane ;and-.barbarous 
Aa 4 Rite, 


Grd Kaſs. .give bite. fellas! ;& Ig 


caſe: aneg>che cacribcer Sid the: a- 
crifice, and convey'its.vertue.andeffi-: 
cacy tohim; 1 ſay hence Chriſt inſti-; 
tuted. the Sacrament of. his. Body and 
Blood, #. e. Bread and'Wine,* to be cat: 
and drank, asthe ſymbols a and ſigns of 


his Body.and Blood , and a Sacramen- 


ral conveyance of all . che: merit-and © 
purchaſe. of: his' death: 20-his ſincere 
Dilciples,who feed on him ;and there- 
fore the Bread and Winearecalled his 
Body and Blood, becauſe feeding-on 
rhe Bread and Wine is opduined by trims 
inſtead of his Body nd Blood, and that 
cati caring Bread: and drinking: Wine'in 
ence to his-Inſtiturion, iand inre- 
membrance of: his Death and Paſſion; 
cioes to all | intents. and- purpoſes as 
muclventitle us: tothe Merits, Atone- 
ment, Reconciliation, and all' the 
ble :Fngs of the New Covenant- pur-- 
chaſed-by his death ; as eating.the Fleſh 
vf.r the $acriſive did the:Jews. to..che 
vertue 


- of Bread and Wine, his as: il © or 
better for this holz Feaſt, than his na- 
rural fleſh and :blood would do; for 
| here is room for the exerciſe of faith :- 
we do not: ſee the body of Chriſt bro- 
ken, and his blood ſhed,: n ap- 
pears-to our-bodily ſake, but Bread -." 5M 
ind/'Wine; :burby aneye of faithweſes = -N 
him hang vu *the Croſs, and bleed- . 2 
ing-for our fins, -and thus we feed/on 
In; exchisflſh and drink his 
cannot make 
, but as the In- 
factions we ache united the 
vertues of -his Sacrifice with the ele- 
merits of Bread and Wine in this holy 
per,” which makes -it as much hs/ 
y.to all the real purpoſes of a feaſf 
ar LOI Mood, it were hisna- ] 
an , 1n' as proper 
ai'ſenſe as ever: the Fews did tho | | 
— =—_ L amb, which 1 + all I, 2 
Ergl:ad means by the real We 2 
So'then: we'by eat rhe body: of 
__ anddrink his blood, when'ta- 
F; gether 
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Grace. abuts his merits.co 
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drinketh my. 
The: 


| the! breddiwoieb I'will yo 9 ohh 
| which Til ghos for the life of the world. 
«For. they--1 os eb as we ork 
a "Ir WAS 7D give! the tife: 

; world, and how-'this ik his fleſh-to 
| be that biuing bread, 'as what*it was 
3 . <-cocathisfleth; andto drinkhis blood : 

JT -4or they both fgnifie the ſame thing, 
:and-theſ@ words laſt quored do plain- 
ty: prove,zthar-he refpetts the Eucha- 

"_iſtical Fealt,* when he ſpeaks* of ifis 


BS. cating 


i I 


A; C i den 

- midids-iwherd bis providenes 

-liplh: which are: ume; books thiſe 

: who-wilfullynegle&t the'cordindry 

peri mais No reaſon tow- 

ict are extraordinary ; 

ow: Pay Fan rs = 

- oily neglects, "not outer a 
'*contemprof>his initticurions;: Bur on 

hu oO o—_— NY necefiity;! vs K 
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"4 Wh Loi, Supper? : 


offering, Hay that great expiatory Sa- 7 ] 
F rife.” whoſe blood: was 'catried into 
"the Holy of Holies, which the High > | 
 »-Prieſt himſelf was not allowed tb eat 13; 12, 14. 
of; to which the Apoſtle alludes in 
the Epiſtle to the: Hebrews : | We have 
' an Altar, wheredf they have 1d "oe P 
eat, which ferve the Tabernatle *: 
the (bodies of thbſe' beaſts, whoſe bl he 
#s brou ht into the. Santfuer 'y by the 
High Prieft for Sin, are burnt with- 
"Out the Camp:1i.'e. no body was ſuf. 
 fered- to-eat-the fleſh of the Sacrifice 
on" the great day of expiation, ' which 
was a general /atonement for the fins | 
of the whole Congregation'; not fo I 
much as the High Prieft himſelf; ; 
but thieir bodies were burtit to aſhes. 
Now the -death of Chtift upon the 
Croſs was peculiarly typified by that 
great explatory Sacrifice, whoſe blood 
-was carried -info' the Holy of Holes, 
as he had dijcourſed art (large 1n the « 
ttinth Chapter, and plairily "refers to 
here, wherefore Teſm: 5, chat he might 
Sanitif the' people with his own blood 
Saffered without the gate : This is tlie 
S1crifice we eatof, to which he plain- 
ty refers im what hz adds, by him ther'- 
"8 lt us offet the Strife of praiſe (or 
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| hari ar ugh isthe 
Lords Supper) ed ROT h 


Heb. 13-15. 


/arh Sacrifiees 
God is => ts, form ww relers: to 
thoſe TT: I the i ef of Rot 
r, and other religious uſes, w 
were always. made at. the Lords Ta- 
"YG 
Now ons of this, 
that we are allowed: to pre ed pes 
blood of the Sacrifice, - nd Ka 
fleſh of the great. Su-offering , and 
Propitiatory Sacrifice which the High 
Prieſt himſelf under the. Law was fit 
allowed to touch? 1 ſay,” what is the 
meaning of it, . but ro. ex bit and 60n- | 
vey tous the full and perfe& remithi- 
on of all or ſinsin the Flood of Chrilt. 
So that we eat the fleſh of an expia- 
| - tory Sacrifice, and drink the blood of 
; atonement, and thereby partake of that 
- Pardon and expiation. which was 
made by Sacrifice, and if we were 
{enſible -what the guile of ſin is, and 
what will be its puniſhment, we 
ſhould not tail frequently to-come to 
this holy Table to renew the pardon-of 
our {ins1n the blood of Chriſt, 


Ano- 


2. 


--." of the Lords Supper. ... 


Another ;fruit of Chrifts death, 
which we reccive at the Table of our 
.ord ," 15. the afliſtances of his'grace YT 
nd Spirit 5 and: the communications + -** ** 
of « divine life to us. Hence our Sa- 


yiour tells us.,- he. that eateth my fleſh Joh.s. 56: 


Ce <. 
*% * ” 
; i 


and dricketh my blood, dwelleth ini me, 


apad I is bim: which ignites ſuch a 
cloſe and- intimate union, whereby 
we receive the communications of his 
own life and - ſpirit from him : and 
therefore all Chriſtians are {aid to be 
wade 40 drink ipto one Spirit; ' which 
ſignifies the communications of the 
diyine Spirit at this Holy Table : 


5 


the whole Goſpel admimſtration is 
called the Miniſtration of the Spirit , 2Cet. 3.8. 
as being accompanied with a di- 

vine power, much more this di- 

vine Feaſt, wherein we become one 

with Chrift, eat his fleſh and drink _ 
his blood, as members of bis body ; Eph 5+ 30» 


1 Cor. 12. f3. 


of his fleſh, and of his bones, as 8t. Paul 
peaks; and it 15 4mpoTble the Spirit = 
of Chriit{hould be ſeparated from ſuch 
an uniting ordinance, 'as makes us 
members of his body. 
3. By eating the fleſhand drinking 
the blood of Chriſt in this holy Fat, 
we have a pledge and e:rreft of im- 
=D | D 2 m'rta- 
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Concerning the great Neel et 
mortality. So our Saviour ex 


PRSNLSN 
Part 1 I. tells us; Whoſo catethmy fleſb ans Gn, 


i 6. 54 
$7, 50. , 


Rom.$. I1. - 


' eth my blood, hath everlaſting life,” and. 
T will-raiſe him up at the laft day. As the 
living Father hath ſent me, and T live 


. by the Father, ſohe that -eateth me, even 
be ſhall live by we. 


This is that bread, 

which came down from heaven: not as 
your Fathers did eat Manna, and are 
dead, he that eateth of this bread ſhall - 
live for. ever, Where our Saviour 
gives the reaſon, why thoſe who eat 
him ſhall live -for ever. , becauſe he 
himſelf ſhall live forever: though he 
muſt die; he was to riſe again into 
an immortal life and an eternal King- 
dom, as the reward of lis deathand 
ſufferings, and therefore this holy 
Feaſt is a-Certain carmen of 1 1MmMorta- 


| conveys rhe raves not to 2 as 


St. Paul tells the Royzaus. _ But if the 


$ trit of hins that raiſed np Feſus from 
e dead dwell in you, he that raiſed ip 

c hriſt fram the dead,{hpall alſo quicken your 

mortal bodies by his _ L 

in Jon. 2 


at awelleth 


- Pitt 


© ' of the Lords Supper; 
- But poſſibly ſome: may object, 
that' all this which is; attributed: to 


the Holy Supper, we receive-at our 


Baptiſm,” the pardon of ourſins, the 
_ of the Spirit, and the: promiſe 
and earneſt of - immortality; - for ſo 
we are Baptized for the- remiſſion of 
ſins, and. we are baptized as: well as 
 anade to drink into one Spirit: and 
thoſe who are baptized into Chriſt have 
put on Chriſt; and we are buried-with 
Chriſt by baptiſm into death, that like 
as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead: by 
the glory of the Father, ſo we alſo ſhould 


walk in newneſs of life, for if we have 
been planted together in the likeneſs of 
his death, we ſhall be alſs in the likeneſs of gms, 


his reſurredtion. | 
Now all this, I grantito be true, 
and therefore Baptiſm (-not the 


Lords Supper.) is our regeneration: - 


or new birth., - we are-ratſed into a 
new life, are renewed and ſanctifhed 
at -our Baptiſm,, and have the Haly 
Spirit beſtowed on us, as the;author 


and principle of. a new life, . but- the 


continuance of this grace, and the 
daily afliftances. of the Holy Spirit; 
efpecially. when we have grieved him, 


and made him withdraw from us;by | 


B b 3 Qur 
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1 Cor. 12-13, 
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 Concernmg the gieat Neeleft 
our fins, wiepends upon'our- diligent at- 


FRAL?Y 
Pap: 2 rendandce. ar: the Table of :or : Lord. 


Tr- O—_ that; a naw is borh 
into thie:wortkd;: unleſs che have con- 
ſtant food: to preſerve his life : and 
thous it iswith the new. creature ;. and 
therefore the. Supper of our Lord is 
Bread and Wine, the ftay and fup- 
-port-of life, to fignifie to us, that 
theſe ſupplies of you which we r6- 
ceive at'this:Feaſt are as neceſſary to 
our Spiritual lite, as our' daily food: 15 

ro the ſupport of a bodily life : and 
therefore our Saviour cails himſelf rhe 
bread of. life which came dow from He g- 
ex, of which the Manna was 4 type 
and figure ;- now we- know Manna 
was their conſtant food, the only 
Bread they had, which ſi ignified that 
this heavenly Manna is the daily ſup- 
port of our ſpiritual lite 3nd there- 
fore we know the a ancient Fathers by 
our daily breed; in the Tords Prayer, 
did generally underſtand” the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper , which 
flizy called the proc $7, or the Bread of 
God. All which may convince ns 
from the very nature and reaſon of the 
jnſtjrution, that frequent communi: 
PRE arc as mage ro our fpiricual 
growtell 


of the Lords Supper. - 
growth-and increife in holineſs, to 
repair 'the' decays of our graces, and 
to renew our ſtrength and vigour in 
ſerving God, andto procure the par- 
don! of fin after a relapſe, and 'to call 
back the holy [Spirit , when he is 
withdrawn from us, as bread is to 
Keep our | bodies in conſtant repair ; 
and did. men' love their fouls as they 
do their bodies; they would no more 
negle& the Supper of our Lord than 

their daily to0d. Ces 
4. The Lords Supper is the princi- 
pal part of Chriſtian communion, and 
therefore as.necefſary as the. commu- 
nion of the Church is: to. debar any 
perſons from 'the'-Lords Table is to 
Thut them-out of the communion of 
the faithful, and they are never reſto- 
red to full communion till they are re- 
 Rored to the communicn of this holy 
Feaſt : while diſcipline was preſerved 
in its glory. and vigour 1n the ancient 
Church, no Chrittian durſt turn his 
back. upon the Table of our Lord, as 
nine parts in ten now often. do: 1rn- 
deed _ could not well communicate 
Jas faithful Chriſtian people” without 
receiving the Lords Supper. The Ca- 


techumens and Penitents were admi*- 
h Led 


B b 4 


359 
Chap. VI. 
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- Cor. Io. 16, 
I7. 


| but. they were. 


ent at ;the worſhip of the fait 
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'G oncerning the great Negle 


ted tq, publick 1nſtructions., and tg 
ſuch | prayers.as were py for them; » 
diſmiſſed when, that 
nitted to be. "wr 
who, were. in fall Peace, and commu. 
nion- with the Church, tli principal 
part of which was the gt y. SupPers 
Indeed St» Paul gry £ wigs, of 
Chriſtians ;in one body 
this, holy, Fealt. Te C 
communica of the Hoa. :0) Tia _ 
body 


the bread, the immppin of F the 


was done, and notad 


Pers Wy c bod fa fs we are ks fr 4 
that - one, bread., From whence it 1$ 


plain. by that | we are United to each 
other by partaking of the ſame bread ; 

for weare one bread, as well as one 
body, which places Chriftidn unity 
in a joynt participation ofthis Holy 
Fealt, This alfo unites. us to Chriſt, 

makes us. his body , | becauſe; we All 


feed on his body.: the Church is his 


body, as being fedand nouriſhed with 


his body : which both ſhows us, how 


neceſſary the peace and, unity of the 


hurch is to give us2n interelt in the 
acti? Cc of Chrilt ; tor the vertue of 
It $ 


"Hf of" heiſt; Fg, FO eff 
combnnrggy. which, is moſt 


na mes, not to pray together 
7 to — OFT: Parts a Wor- 
0. bi | :at;;the 


FRO where ifever.th Y ought 


to appear as. ane; body, and- 


to: ſet up ode: againſt Altar. is: lome- 
what'worle,: , FR greaee] andr more in. 
curable Sel than'to..ablent our 


ſelves irgp bf © Lords 15 2h _ Bb: for 
my part; 1, 90s: _ | 


part of ( 


could the a PePt 
Church be,1 aagk 15 


_ 
know, that, a $A 
any "UDP, ECG TANEIN "ts 


which 


vor rp muſt 
all be: a rant to be ove our 
a deſerts : 


of the Lords Shipper: © 


_ *deſtits : How eine riiafikindts be 
worthy , that the Sort of God ſhoi 
dye for them, atid hd God adviſed 
( HH fach tholtleRt ſhiners; they mig 
w_ Cope prey a aWa) the death of 
Clitift, as how they do benefits ad 
adrindgs of it in his ho! y Supper? 
OY Gas a Sairit ſoever "ol art, 
cho cart tiever riietit ſuch favours 
| iviledpes as thel, for then there 
we? wit is need 'of Chtiſf to therit 
for thbe ;- ant how ot t 4 finher 16- 
Ever thou art , by 60 E with the 
Grace of God 3 3 hon 5: 


db o reform th) 
Snd'come 5 ebb ek Table with ally. 
Tance to receivethoſe upp ies of Grace, 
| which may endblethee to geT. 
- And as for that great aide 
which i$ neceffary to fit our [ves 
{| folernni an xX'of Religion; mil 
TyIr-is in this/aih other a8 of Re- 
lipionls Worſhip, the greater "the ber. 
- rer : bitt if weconſider f what 1 Bid be- 
fore, that the Tnſtftution of our Savi- 
our fig y proves, that he deſigned'it 
for an 64dimary pre of Chriſtian Wor- 
thip, We cannot” ſuppoſe that it re+ - 


quires 


| | quires nach —_— p 


| nn ot. F po * | 
- ,*\ This holy Supper.,is a.lacr C- 
_ Rive, of. Prayer.;and, Thagkſa- 


"Ving,. wh 2m gives vertue.and p44 
Cy;:$9/0ur. ED ag- 
Feopoolle -Pre ales, wil. 


Chu Sing: t.to 04590 | 

; Not, YOlT, a a. \ Tr 
Prayers, as well as the Sacrament: . if 
you-2 > then QU., Are 


Thy Lor : Table eto. give v oven ad, Pre 


"ſu and th 
La and EAR oof 5 3 you. be 
truly penitent , . you are. qualified: to 
receive the pardon. of your: ſins, and 
therefore. to- approach this holy; Ta- 
blg,.whece it.is diſpenſed : if you ean- 
deſire the divine Grace, you.are 
prapared for rthe reception of it. Come - 
but: with a ſenſe ;of your wants, and 
rg ſach-deſires asa.bungry man. 
of: meat,.;and here you ſhall be fille: 
and fatihed,; -and; without: tuch x Pre- 
parazigns as theſe, wecan neither pray 
to. 


t5 


iow his: pe on us.” ber confeſs; : 

I catinot ſee,” how any man, who is Git 
topray' to God,” ſhould be unift'e toap- 
proach his Table. ' _ » 

2. Others think, that Aunt is mich 

oreater” danger © doherons. He 
Fable of aefordn unworthily, 
an unwort bi peektrinance oF 
parts of Religious Worſhip ;” "bit oy # 
what reaſon,”they think ſo, T could-ne- 
ver learn, - The *prayer of the wicked is 
an abomination to 'the Lord, and his fa- 
. crifice is no more: It is asunpardo- 
nable an affront to God, to pray for 
the pardon/of our ſins in Chriſts name 
without true forrow and contrition, 
and ſerious reſolutions of amendment, 
as it is for-an impenitent finner- to 
receive the Sacrament ; to- praiſe God 
without a'due ſenſe of his Mercy and 
Goodnels, differs not at all from feaſt- 
' Ing at the Table of our Lord, without 
any ſenſe of his dying love. 

I would not be thought to give en- 
couragement by this diſcourſe," to 
wicked men to approach this holy 
Table ; ſuch men ought to be careful- 
ly turned away from ſuch ſacred My- 
ſterics, when they are difcovered ; Fo 
the 


hp ou will ay , does not the "TE 

us, that 4 man muſt examine 

TRTy and fo eat of that bread, and 

drink of that cup, for he that eateth, and 

drinketh unwort, ih , eateth and drinketh 

damwation to himſelf; not diſcerning the 

Lords body ?. Nery right ; - but not to 

pes, the particular meaning of that 
is not this true aloof him, thar 


hears or prayes unworthily ? Does the 
Apoſtle Jay's that there is any greater 


worthineſs required. to 
receive 


degree 09 


V% 


ange 
rent: themithies ty ſuch ac 
as. makes them- uofir to receive the 
pardon of their ws » the a 
of Gods G1 ortal. 
if they þ 
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: Dr. Burne!'s Hiſtory of the Reformatian of the Church 
E- of England. In two Vol. folio. 
1 I. , Biſhop Sznderfon's Sermons : with his Life, folio. 
3 Fowis his Hiſtory of Romſh Confſpiracies, Treaſon © 
and Uſurpations, folio. þ 
Markbam's Perfe& Horſeman, oavo. 
The Hiſtory of the Powder-Treaſon, wht a Vindi- 
cation thereof, againſt the Author of the PRO 
Apology, and others: to which is added a-Paralle 
betwixr that and the preſent Plor, quarto, = 
Dr. Parker's demonſtration of the-divine authority of 
- | the Lawof Nature, and Chriſtian Religion,” quarto. 
A Defence of Dr. Stillingfleet's Unreaſonableneſs of 
Separation, ottavo. 
l | : Dr. Owtran's Sermons on ſeveral oc 'oRavo; 1 
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